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j[HI8 AUTOBIOGRAPHY has been written in order to 
satisfy tlie urgent desire of my numerous frientla, wlio 
y believing, tliat there was something mysterious about 

•' me, liave made frequent enquiry concerning the peculi- 
arities of my life. For the last twelve years I have daily been, 
asked the following questions, concerning the mystery of my 
professional practice, as a physician: "What is the cause of 
your influence?" "Are you a clairvoyant, or only a spirit 
medium ? " " Did you study medicine before you commenced 
praotiee as a physician f" " Are clairToyants always correct 
in their diagnosis of diseasesS " " What are the principles of 
clairvoyance, and what is the formula of procedure necessary 
to development in this somnambulic science? " "Is not mag- 
netism the basis pf clairvoyance, of somnambulism, and of 
modem spirit communion?" "Were you, in early life, dif- 
ferent &om other children f" etc, etc. These questions I have 
endeavored to answer in a plain, concise manner. 

I claim no literary merit for this production, for I make no 
professions of proficiency in the art of writing for publication. 
Some of my explanations of tlie phenomena of magnetic 
operations difl'er from tiie conclusions of other writers upon, 
the subject. But I feel that the careful investigators will not 
fail to see the philosopliy of my views, particularly upon the 
subject of spirit comjnunication. I have carefully avoided 
speaking of spiritualism as a religion, and have treated it only 
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asascience. Of my early life Iliave aaidbut little, and notii- 
iup; of my domestic experience ; forlliave considered that part 
of my life uninteresting to the general reader. 

Some of ray immediate friends have unqualiflediy asserted 
that this work was heing written by a hired biographer. This 
supposition Is empliaticaily erroneous. The whole work has 
been written by myself at odd spoils during the last summer, 
and lias been copied verbatim, by another party. Throughout 
the work I have aimed to treat exclusively of my magnetic 
career, and in my explanations I have endeavored to do noth- 
ing more than to show the philosophy of the phenomena 
treated. 

Owing to the calculated compass of the work I havu been 
forced to condense the matter into a compact form, hence, 
carel^l reading is necessary to a full understanding of the 
various subjects treated. I have not endeavored to build up 
any new faith, nor tare down any long standing theories, but 
have aimed, throughout the whole work, to answer such ques- 
tions as have been most ftequently asked me. 

Trusting that would-be critics will show leniency toward 
me as a writer, I humbly hope that this work will meet the 
approbation of my patients and friends, and if it does, the 
only object sought will have been attained. 

Dk. DANIEL B. KELLOGG. 
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CHAPTER I. 



ITH, PAKBBTAGB, ABD EA! 

Wfivm from Lheir spirit spreads ai'ound, 
An atiaoaphere serene — divine, — 

Magnetical like goltlen haze, 
Bncircling mine, 

j HE FIRST Boeiie in the life drama about to bo 
, delineated, was enacted oil tbe 22d of January, 
1834, in a rough, uncouth, log-sbaiity, situatSvl in 
the then sparsely settled town of l*ittsfiel<i, Waahto- 
Daw county, Michigan. 

There waa nothing worthy of remark or coneider- 
aUon in the exterior or interior of this particular edi- 
fice, unless it was its complete simplicity of structure. 
Being built of rough unhewn logs — with single slope 
to the roof— shanty style — froin which protuded a 
massive stick-cbimney. Its outside appearance was 
certainly in dii-ect opposition to any cultivated ideal 
of magnificenee ; nor did its interior arrangements 
belie the uncouth appearances of its exterior in the 
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leaai, for there was but one apartment, and tliie an- 
swered the combined pui-poses of parlor, kitchen, and 
sleeping apartmejit, in one. Tbis rough and gro- 
tesque specimen of pioneer arobitecture has long since 
passed into oblivion, and even its surroundings have 
been robbed of tlieir primitive wildness by tlie onward 
march of progressive husbandry. 

I have no doubt bu1;,what I was considered a wel- 
come addition to the family circle, and an object of 
parental gi-atifioation and love, though I do not imag- 
ine that my worthy p;trents saw anything about me 
above the plain of medriocrity of ability, yet I was a 
new link in the golden chain that united their hearts 
in conjugal felicity. 

My conclusion that I was a welcome and cherished 
addition to the family fold is not altogether the result 
of instinctive supposition, which is innate in the heart 
of every child, but is a conclusion dednoed from my 
matured observations and knowledge of the perfect 
conjugal felicity and noble characteristics of my re- 
spected pai-ents, who considered the welfare of their 
offspiing as the first gi-eat duty of life. Love for tlieir 
children was, with them, an ioti-insio virtue, aver flow- 
ing with unceasing power and beauty from then Jhria- 
tian hearts. Through all the various vicissitudes of 
life their love for their children, has glowed with the 
same wannth and golden luster as it did when they 
sang the soft hilbiby to infant ears attuned. 

I doubt whether there could be a more perfect 
matrimonial alliance than that enjoyed by my father 
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and mothei nor one nioie cfndicivi- to ive^del hi^ 
piness btiU, stiane;e md uiyhiloeopl ical is the tact 
maj ipjeaitoLe tiuth compella me to a'i'ieit thit, 
in tempefiment and lispos tion, they weie 19 unhkc 
as IS possible toi tno beinija beaung the imi^e yt 
then Cieatoi, to be My father waa moie thin ordi 
narily positive in disposition and temperament, and he 
commanded I'espeot by hie indomitable force of will. 
In bis domerftic relations he was, in every sense, the 
acknowledged head, and his decisions on all questions 
of order, was admitted as authority from which there 
was no appeal. These positive chai-aoteristica of my 
worthy paternal progenitor were, in my childhood 
days, subjects of considerable speculation. I saw 
much about him that was entirely beyond my compre- 
hension. In fact I looked upon my father as a sort 
of domestic tyrant ; for it was patent to my childish 
mind that be was a bitter 01 2 e to n ocent amuse- 
ment, and I considered th s a ni e nt principle of 
his nature. But as I look ba k 1 d co template his 
acts of apparent tyranny a d lo nest c severity, I see 
that these cbaraoteristie ri ts ve e more assumed 
than natural, for they weie the legitimate results of 
his peculiar moral and religious training which engen- 
dered a truly laudable desire to protect tbose under 
his control from the besetting sins of a sin-oursed 
world. He waa, in the broad definition of the term, a 
Christian, and a thorough disciplinarian ; not merely 
a professor of religion, but an unflinching, practical 
devotee of the church ; who carried his religions ideas 
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ioto every act of life. Nor were his religious prinL'i- 
ples the result of escited impulse, but were the coh- 
victiona of deep study, of earnest thought, and labori- 
ous investigation ; for, though in early life, he had 
enjoyed but poor educational advantages, his natur- 
ally vigorous mind had caused him to study many of 
the deep myfiteriea of human existence; and among 
his researches the viirious tbeologieal modes of future 
salvation claimed liia attention most, for they were 
apparently most congenial to his peculiar turn of mind. 
But I am unable to state at what particular period of 
life his theologic:d researches culminated in this pro- 
fessed avowal of Christian momberahip; still, I have 
reason to believe that his boyhood had ripened into 
manhood prior to the event, marked by his conver- 
sion to .Christianity. 

Be this as it may. Dui-ing the early yeais of my 
life my father was known in matters of religion as a 
zealous, unflinching, and uncompromising devotee of 
tiie church, who allowed his pious enthusiasm to carry 
him into the whirlpool of religious fanaticism to an 
extent sufficient to cause him to expend annually too 
much of his materia! profit, and even of his accumu- 
lated possessions in the cause of religious promulga- 
tion. In these days his landed possessions were 
quite extensive; and though his domains were wild 
and uncultivated, and in their primitive condition noD- 
productive and unprofitable for the time being, they 
were a sure foundation for future wealth. But year by 
year these broad acres were disposed of until at last 
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they had, as if by magio; dwindled away to a single 
lot of 80 acres ; aad miioh, iu fact nearly all the pro- 
ceeds had been engulplied in the rapacious maw of 
the oharch, through the effect of thoughtless fanati- 
cism. 

Do not for a moment imagine that I would cen- 
sure my father for his zealonsaess in religion, for 
though I condemn the act, the motive I am obhged to 
respect. His liberal endowment to the church was 
the result of Mtudied conviction. He considered him- 
self as a laborer in the vineyard of the Lord, and that 
the earth and fullness thereof was God's, He believed 
that the highest and first duty of a Christian was to 
freely expend the bounties given by the benificent 
Creator in promulgating his law by a free distribution 
of hifl sacred word, far and wide, among the benighted 
nations of the earth. 

Yet, notwithstanding, the over zealousneas in mat- 
ters of religion, my father held the respect of all 
classes of people, even those who condemned his zeal 
or marked him as a fanatic, looked upon him as a man 
of good morals and practical business principles, with 
unswerving integrity and perfect purity of intention. 
Honesty in all bosiness relations was the unvarying 
maxim of his life. Charity was the bright guiding 
star of his faith, and morality was the dictator of 
every act. 

Although my father was sanguine even to fanati- 
cism in his conviction of right and wrong, firmly ad- 
hering for a time to his opinions, and presistent in 
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their advocacy; be was still liberally progi'essive. 
All theories were subjected by him to close analysis 
and uncompromiBing research, and whatever theoiy 
failed to pass through this oi-deal of strict investiga- 
tion, was cast aside without regret, regardless of the 
opinions of the uninvesti gating masses, who often uu- 
justifiably remarked him as being unstable. Even 
theology was subjected to this guiding pi-iiiciple of hia 
life, as all who are acquainted with his Christian career 
can testify. "Isius" were adopted and advocated 
with all thestrenuous powers of his mind, only to be cast 
aside in exchange for something move in accordance 
with the dictates of reason, until he finally, had made 
the circuit of nearly all the modern methods of salva- 
tion. But thi'oughout the whole of hie Christian 
career, varying and changable as appeai^ances may 
indicate that career to have been, no one could hon- 
estly accuse him of being actuated by any mercenaiy 
motives, or anything outsido of the pure dictates of 
conscience governed by reason. 

That my father was unstable I cannot deny; but 
this instability was ia consequence of an inate desire 
for truth. His mind was continually reaching out af- 
ter something which would harmonize with the inte- 
rior purity of his own mind, and accord with what 
reason said was right. He was mentally positive 
and self-reliant, and this outstretching after greater 
truths was an inherent and irresistable principle of his 
life. 

I have said that ray parents were opposite, or \m- 
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like in temperament and disposition. That my father 
commanded respect and obedience by his perfect 
moral life and in do ran it able power of will. On the 
other hand, my mother won the love of her associates 
by her natural kindness and affability of manner. 
Her acts were the spontaneous pro<iluct of a heart 
nattira]ly pure ; and were always deeds of thonghtfnl 
kindness. So clinging, vine-like, were her affections, 
so passive her mental powers, and confiding her love, 
that she was by nature constrained to gi-ant willing 
aoqnieaoence to the more positive dictates of my fath- 
er's will, and by this course she won not only his re- 
spect but the warmest affections of his stern and posi- 
tive nature. Nor was this all, for this native meek- 
ness won for her the kindness of aU who came in the 
radius of her pure influence. To her children she 
was indulgent to the near proximity of a fault. Her 
love for them was boundless, and her endeavors to 
make their lives radiant with the snnf^hine of a happy 
home, was considered as the highest duty of her life, 
and for her deeds of unselfish matemal kindness she 
bad the proud satisfaction of receiving the purest 
love and warmest affection of her entire family as 
well as their willing obedience to her passive mater- 
nal authority. While my father governed his house- 
hold by atern nnd unswerving principles, which were 
the result of his ideas of morality and religion, my 
mother ruled alone by principles dictated by love ema- 
nating from a heart of purity. 

I rloiibt wlictlicr thery could ],iiv<- bei-n a better 
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combination of powers for con trolling wayward youth, 
I respected my father for his methodieal principles of 
justice and close adheraiice to moral ti-ainiiig, hot I 
loved my mother for her pure un^elfi^h afiection 
which was ever displajiiig itself by some thoughtful 
deed of maternal kindness. One, won obedience and 
respect by the power of moral example, the other, by 
the supceme power of reciprocal affection. 

I refer to these facts in regard to tlie unhkeness 
of disposition and temperament characteristic of my 
parents, in order that the reader may nndcrstiind my 
hereditary proclivities. While my father was men- 
tally and physically positive, my mother in both of 
these respects was decidedly negative; and as like 
begets like, I partook largely of the two casts of tem- 
peraments natural to my parents. Mentally I am like 
my father, physically like my mother; and this fact 
readily aceouiius for ranch of the mystery of my life; 
for it furnishes a clue to the psychological phenomena 
connected with my career. 

The early years of my life were characteHsticly 
like those which fal! to the lot of all boys who are reared 
amid the scenes of pioneer life; and may be said to 
have been made up of sunsMne and gloom. When I 
was free from that pest of frontier life, the fever and 
ague, I was a being of perfect contentment, and my 
days were days of unalloyed happiiies.i. Jiut during 
the first five years of my existence, t' eae days of free- 
dom from the above uietuioned malady, h ore ex- 
(rcmdy few in ninnber ; in fact, I was almost eoniiii- 
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ually under the alternate frigid and torrid influences 
of this fel! destroyer of hacltwoods liappiuesa. Mala- 
rious disease appeared to be indisolubly connected 
with my existence, and io view of this fact my parents 
almost despaired of hoping to see me arrive to the 
statue of manhood. But at the age of five there came 
a change in my physical health, and from that time I 
began to develop into a healthy robiist youth ; from 
this time forth I was allowed the Ireedom of out-door 
exercise, and this unwonted privilege I enjoyed with 
boyish gnsto. 

Daring these early years, my only playmate, and 
almost constant companion was rny sister Harriet, 
who was two years my senior, and who, in considera- 
tion of this variance in age, practically considered her- 
self to be my natural guide and guardian. With her 
I I'oanied the dense forests which surrounded our 
home, with the freedom of a native denizen of the 
woods ; and although our araueemeiita could not boast 
of the polish of city elegance, and hardly of civiliza- 
tion, stili they were both instinctive and healthy ; and 
though I knew nothing of marbles and such frivolous 
means of enjoyment, I w^, even in my sixth year, an 
expert with the how and arrow, and many were the 
specimens of feathered beauty thatlbrought my loved 
sister — who was ever proud of my hunting achieve- 
ment-s — as trophies of my skill. Thus, in the enjoy- 
ment of wild and nn conventional childhood, time flitted 
unconscionsly by, utterly devoid of arusunl c\-en(s, 
until the seventh year of my life. 
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During the summer followitig my seventh birth- 
day, various domestic arrangementa, differing from the 
usual routine, weve planned and executed. Early in 
the summer my father — who was never blessed witli 
a very well developed faculty of continuity or locality 
— was attacked with one of his periodical and irresist- 
ible longings for a change of residence. All former 
experience bad proven that there was no known pana- 
cea for this species of mental derangement ; and the 
consequent result of the attack wasaspeedyexchaage 
of home. But, unlike most formtr removes, this one 
proved to be quite satisfactory to all concerned ; for 
not only was the distance short, but we exchanged the 
old dilapidated shanty for an edifice of comparative 
elegance ; for though built of logs, its exterior was 
more prepossessing, and its interior more commodious 
and comfortable. My time would have passed aapleas- 
antly in this new home as it bad in the old, had not that 
bag-bear of early childhood — school-house imprison- 
ment— reai-ed ite freedom- destroying prospects to view. 
Bitterly I detested the idea of exchanging my boyish 
freedom — my romping, wild-wood sports, for the mo- 
notony of district school I had learned enough of my 
sister's experience — who had attended one term — to 
establish in my mind a conviction of hatred for study, 
and the irksome inactivity of early school life. So 
deep-seated was this conviction, and so permanent 
was my antipathy, that I earnestly begged my parents 
not to send me. In my own heart, I remember that 
I then considered ignofance far preferable to the hor- 
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rid task of acquiring education by the means in pros- 
pect; and I frankly told my parents that I did not 
want to learn, I begged they would not send me to 
school, but let me grow up in ignorance. Of what use 
was education to me. Books could not learn me how 
to direct my arrows so as to bring down the winged 
inhabitant of the air, and beyond these rustic sports 
my mind had never extended. Bat of course ray en- 
treaties were useless, and my preferred alternative was 
made by my father the basis of a long lecture, per- 
fectly incomprehensible at the time, on the benefits of 
education. The (ipshot of the whole was that, on 
commencement day, I found myself occupying one 
of the hard wooded benches in the old log aohool- 
hoase, aa a primary student. 

My school days wore the real commencement of 
my life; for during them I took my first draught from 
the bitter cup of experience. To be sure, these early 
troubles were comparatively insignificant, and so are 
all the sorrows of early childhood. Wo child ever ab- 
hoiTed study more than I, It was almost impossible 
for mc to commit a lesson to memory, and in conse- 
quence, I was considered by the old hawk-eyed peda- 
gogue as a regular dolt ; and as a thick-headed numb- 
skull by all the precocious youngsters of my own age, 
My place in the class was a permanent position — ^being 
the foot — which, by long continued occupancy, I came 
to consider mine, without the least feeling of com- 
punction or twinge of shame. But, notwithstanding 
I ^was a thick-headed, dull, unadvancing student at 
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school, and a despiser of education, there were some 
traits of my mental cliaraeter that were decidedly 
prominent and well developed, and amooT; these was 
a well cultivated propensity for mischief. This trait 
was not only a source of annoyance to my teacher 
and school-fellows, but to all who had anything to do 
with me, and especially those who happened to incur 
my displeasure. Many were the pi-anks I played upon 
my school-fellows in payment for their too liberal use 
of obnoxious appellations. I knew that in ma tters of 
education I was below ordinary, but it cut me to the 
quick to be told that I was an ignoramus, especially 
by those whom I knew were no way my euperiors in 
anything outside of books. This propensity for mis- 
chief often annoyed my kind-heai-ted mother, and 
shocked the strict methodical principles of my father, 
Nothing was exempt from this natural fondness for 
fun; even the old house dog and the quiel, inoffensive 
cat came in for their shaie of toiment, much m oppo- 
sition to their trained habits ot puritanical decorum. 
On one occasion, I remembei, this mischeivous pro- 
pensity placed me in rather an awkwiidpiedicament, 
which, as it is a fair specimen of mj boj ish ■^apers, I 
will relate. 

On this occasion the family had just seated them- 
selves for breakfast, and my father was engaged in 
making his usual appeal for divine blessing upon the 
food prepared for the nourishment of the body, and 
just as he was giving atteranoe to the clause wherein 
he prayed " that the strength gained therefrom might 
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fee spent in glorifying the Almighty," I, who had been 
watohiag affairs from -without, rushed into the room 
with a large cow-bell suspended from my neck, on 
enteriug I combined with the hon-id rattle elatter of 
the bell, a hidicrons imitation of bovine bellowing. 
The effect was as instantaneous as an electric shock, 
and was manifested by a suppressed giggle from the 
elder part, and an explosive ontburst of mirth from 
the younger portion of the family. Of course, I waa 
perfectly conscious of the outrageouaness of my con- 
duct, and fully expected a peremptory dismissal from 
the room, ia connection with a fierce promise of speedy 
punishment in return for my wanton disrespect of the 
sanctity of the occasion. But for once in my life, I 
waa happily deceived ; for conti-ary to all precedent, 
and my own expectation, my father caught the infec- 
tion of mii-tli. Catting short his appeal for divine 
blessing, he gave vent to his ii-repressible convictions 
of the ludicrous, and for a few moments indulged in 
an unwonted fit of laughter. But notwithstanding 
this, to me, happy termination of the affair, my father 
did not fail to warn me of an altogether different style 
of consequences in case of a repetition of my conduct. 
This warning waa long remembered and refeired to 
whenever my mischeivoua inclinations prompted me 
to indulge in any pranks at his expense. Thus my 
early life was passed, and consisted mostly of weli- 
earned punishment for childish indiscretion. Mischief 
was my greatest study, and in this branch I became 
a proficient. Still, 1 do not imagine that my early 
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years were greatly unlike the life of otber boys wlo 
chance, like me, to be the victims of puritanical sanc- 
timoniouaness. The greatest faultlaid with my father, 
■who believed that even childish amusements were ob- 
noxioas to the Almighty, and an offense against re- 
ligion. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Is A series of oomtnon-pliice events oharaeterize 
I my individual career between the eighth and fif- 
th years of my life, I will pass them unnoticed. 
But during thisperioc3, there had been much change in 
the general aspect of my suiTOUii dings. Progressive 
improvement in branches of industry was apparent on 
all sides ; and now, instead of wild and nncultivated 
"woodland copse," were seen on every hand 
" Deep wavmg fields, and pastures green, 
With gentle slopes and vales between." 
Comparative affluence had taten the place of pioneer 
penury, and as display is the inevitable associate of 
prosperity, society bad brushed and polished itself into 
a sort of rustic elegance. Yillages, which could boast 
commercial importance, had sprung into existence as 
if by magic. 

Childhood had grown to yontb, and youth had 
donned the regal rights of manhood. Even my fath- 
er's domestic arrangements had undergone a pro- 
gressive change. The old log house, in which I had 
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passed many happy days, had gono into oblivion, and 
on its formor site now stood a more elegant stracture 
of brick, And the oid log school-house, with its rough, 
hard benches, had likewise fallen victim to the preva- 
lent spirit of impr:ivement ; and its place was now 
adorned with a more imposing edifice ; and even the 
old hawk-eyed domine, of bitter recollections, was 
laid up as eupcrantiated, and was looked \ipon ae one 
of the fossi] remains of another age; and in pursuance 
■with the growing pride of the neighborhood, his place 
was now occupied by a spruce specimen of young 
America, in broadcloth. In short, general improve- 
ment was everywhere manifest. 

At the age of fifteen I looked upon myself, in phys- 
ical sense, as a pretty good specimen of a man; but I 
was painfully aware that my mental advancement had 
not kept corresponding pace with my physical gi-owth. 
I knew that I Lad a natural incapacity for learning ; 
and though I studied hard, I had, up to this time, 
made no progress beyond the primary branches of 
English edacation. Evidently, book-learning was not 
my forte; and as this fact had become patent to my 
Father, he gave up all ideas, — if he ever indulged any 
—of giving me more than ordinary advantages of 
education. My summers were, during these years, 
spent in labor ou the farm ; and though I attended 
school two winter terms after I was fifteen, I accom- 
plished but little more in that time than a review of 
my former studies. Thus, at the conclusion of my 
school days, I was considered below par in the legaliy 
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defined branches of even primary edacation ; and from 
that time to the present, I have never entered any in- 
stitution of learning as aetwdent. Bnt, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that I made this slow progress in acquir- 
ing the fundamental principles of defined education, 
my mind was continually undergoing a process of 
vigorous development, by an intuitive acquii-ement of 
intelligeooe, from nature's inexhaustible fountain of 
knowledge- There was something about me, at this 
time, which was renaarkably peculiar. I was unlike 
the general class ; for though I could not learn from 
books, I experienced no trouble in arriving at a knowl- 
edge of the attributes of whatever came before my 
observation. My mind appe^ired to be susceptible to 
intuitive knowledge. I was habitually a close observer 
and investigator of all objective formation, and ia my 
own mind, I was conscious of possessing strange an- 
alytic powers. But while I recognized this pecaliai- 
individual capacity, or gift, I was wholly unable to 
account for it; and in view of this fact, I durst not 
divulge the secret, and for me to give an explanation 
of the phenomena was literally impossible at that 
time ; for I conli not tell how, or by what means, or 
from whence the power was derived. Besides, I then 
supposed that I was not unlike the rest of mankind. 
I knew nothing of the principles of clairvoyance — ■ 
even the term was foreign to my vocabulary. I was 
conscious that I possessed a strange power, on some 
occasions, of mental penetration, combined with a sort 
of natural exaltation of understanding and analytic 
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ability. But why I was ao I could not tell. It was 
only on rare occasions that 1 outwardly manifested 
these strange gifts, for I had no desire to attract the 
attention of the curious, One specialresult of tliiain- 
sipientolairvoyant development of my mental and phys- 
ical organism, and one which I outwardly Kianifeated 
most, was an ability fo predict impending atmospheric 
changes. Thia I would often do wltL unerring accu- 
racy, and to the astonishment of even my most con- 
fidential friends; and not only would I prognosticate 
a change of weather, but would, with perfect correct- 
ness, specify the time and peculiar kind of change 
about to occur, long before there would be any visible 
signs, apparent to the common observer, of an atmos- 
pheric variation. People wondered not a little at this 
display of apparent prophetic powers, and there were 
many superatitious persons who Imaginged that I was 
endowed with supernatural powers of discernment. I 
was a mystery even to myself; for I did not under- 
stand the principle of this peculiar power, nor why I 
ahould differ so materially from the rest of mankind, 
until long after, when the mystery was explained by 
the discovery that I was unconscioaaly a clairvoyant. 
These prophecies — if anch they may be termed — 
wore the result of clairvoyant powers in their unde- 
veloped stage, or primary conditions, hence were 
closely allied to nervous sensation. My nervous or- 
ganization, being naturally negative, was sensibly 
affected by even the slightest change of ntmospherc, 
and thus I was naturally a sort of human barometer. 
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But being a human weathercock did not, even in these 
early days, fatly comprehend the extent of my unusual 
abilities, for I could, with perfect ease, place myself 
in magnetic connection with other elements of the 
universe ; could, when in proper condition, detei-mine 
the properties of liquid, and even of solid bodies, by 
simply holding them in the hollow of my hand. At 
these times ray mind seemed to be exalted, and my 
power of perception and penetration were capable of 
increase beyond theirnormalatate. I often wondered 
at this phenomena, and as I said nothing of the mys- 
tei'y of my nature, I had considerable ciu-iosity to 
know if I was really unlike the groatmass of mankind, 
or were they, like myself, holding a portion of their 
natural powers a secret from tbe world. 

Tho ]-eader will bear in mind that my clairvoyant 
powers were undeveloped at this date. I was not en- 
dowed at this time with perfect vision, nor could I 
wander off in mental freedom, and place myself in 
rapport with distant objects, as I do at this date of 
my clairvoyant experience. My physical nerves were 
then the only channel through wMch intelligence could 
be borne to my mind. I was not unlike others ; only 
in extreme nervous sensitiveness did I vary from the 
rest of mankind. My powers of predicting atmos- 
pherio changes, and of determining the elementai-y 
properties of different bodies, was the legitimate result 
of peculiar nervous construction. The extreme sen- 
sitiveness of my nervous system was perceptibly 
agitated by every variation of atmospheric elements ; 

iiMP^h, Google 



24 AUTOmO GRAPH Y Oi" 

and these pereeptiblo changes of nervoua feeling were 
subjects of mental analysis, and in every instance 
coDclusions were the result of calculations induced by 
nervous effect. Thus, a feeling of mental langour 
and cerebral exhaustion foreshadowed a storm; a 
prickiy, nervous sensation was a certain indication of 
wind ; and so I experienced a physical sign for every 
atmospheric variation, nioi'e or less intense, according 
to the mildness or severity of the change about to 
occur. Bodies held in the hand would cause a per- 
ceptible electric sensation, which varied in accordance 
withtheelementai-y constituents of the article gi'asped. 
Bodies that were powerfully imprugnated with iron 
would ofttimes emit a powerful electria shock, and at 
other times I could handle the same article without 
experiencing even the slightest neiTOus sensation. At 
times, liquids poured in the palm of my hand would 
powei-fully agitate my whole nervous system, and 
these phenomena were in consequence of magnetic 
sympathy, I was, even in these boyhood days, a pow- 
erful magnet to vital electricity ; and though this was 
before 1 had any practical knowledge of the phenom- 
ena of spirit communication by means of electric 
" raps," I was often startled by unaccountable electric 
sounds in strange proximity to my person. Evidently, 
these"sounds" were caused by the confined electricity 
of my system seeking its equilibiium in the extei-nal 
atmosphere ; but in these days I could give no reason 
for the mystei7, consequently the phenomena was an 
annoying, though incomprehensible subject of individ- 
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ual speculation. And thus, even iti my early life, I 
was a mystery even to myself, and an object of won- 
der among ray fviends. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Many years liave passed and weary, 

Bince they laid her down to I'oet, 
In the grave-yai'd, loae and dreary, 

Witli the cold clods on her breast, 

Jll N THE summer of my soventeentli year occurred 
"llj the first sorrowful episode of my life. My sister, 
J Harriot, whom I have said was my constant com- 
panion dming eai-ly life, and who in later years had 
been my most cherished counselor, and adviser, and 
confidant — she of all my kindred I loved the most, 
was suddenly Htrioken down by the destroying power 
of a fatal miasmatic disease. Never shall I forget the 
feeling of perfect loneliness which thrilled through my 
heart when I came to realize the extent and finality 
of my bereavement. This was my first personal 
knowledge of death. Oh ! how bitter were the tears 
I shed, when in the solemn husJi of night I stood with 
the family gi-oup beside the sufferer's couch, to behold 
the immortal spirit break the frail cord that bound it 
to its still beautiffd form of dying clay. There was 
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just one throe of mortal paiii — one lingenng, conac'ioas 
glance of peifect love for mourning fiieniis around, 
■which sent an electric thrill of anguish through each 
sorrowing heart— one flutter of the dying heart, and 
she was dead I And after this there followed the sol- 
emn panoply of death, and one bright and beautiful 
morning — a moining musical with the joyous songs of 
birds— they bore the coffined form away through the 
Bnnlight, and hid it among the moss grown groves and 
white raemoi-ials of departed life. And now, though 

Many yeara have passed and weary, 

Since they laidlier down to rest, 
111 the grave yard, lone and dreary, 

With the cold clods on her breast. 
Many times the flowers have faded, 

By the colnmn at her head, 
Since the grave her brow hath sliaded 

And they called our loved one dead. 
But I cannot find her sleeping 

In that shadow-haunted spot, 
Where the myrtle wreatli is ci'ceping 

Roimd the sweet forget-me-not. 

No, ah no ! beneath the willow. 

They have laid the casket down ; 
But the grave is not her pillow, 

Hor her hed tlie damp, cold grouncl. 
For beyond the silent river 

And the swaying willow bough. 
Free fi'om sorrow— now and ever— 

With a crown upon her brow, 
I behold her, angel risen;— 

She has left the lowly spot 
That her body still doth prison, 

'Neath the sweet forget-me-not. 



p^h, Google 



38 AUTOUIOGEAPirY OJ' 

As I have said, this bei'eavement was luy first 
causo of real, lasting sorrow ; and tor a long time my 
grief bowed me to the dust, for I could not but re- 
member tbat in my idolized sister's death I had lost a 
trne friend that coald never be replaced. 

This mowiiful episode of early death was likewise 
— young as I was — the cause of much religious 
thought ; for somehow, I could not rid myself of the 
idea that there existed a great inhai-niony between the 
native promptings of the human heart and the lopb 
istry of church-taught religion. I had been tau^^ht, 
by my father, tbat only those who were bom i^am, 
and sanctified tbrongb the gracious mercj nt m of 
fended God, coiild hope to inherit eternal happme^s 
I had been led to believe that if there was no outward 
show of spirit sanctifieation by active, ceaseless pray- 
ing, that eternal condemnation would be an inevitable 
consequence. My loved sister, I knew had never man- 
ifeste(3 any faith in, or regard for tbese religious qual- 
ifications. She had lived, an unsophisticated child of 
nature, with a mind unclouded by care, or even a 
thought of the mysterious future upon which she had 
tlms prematurely entei'ed. But still I could not be- 
lieve that she, who hadniiver boeii guilty of an inten- 
tional wrong act — whose heart alone pulsated with 
purest love for all of God's creatures, was now by the 
Almighty condemned to eternal damnation, merely 
becanse she had made no profession of sauctity, or 
proclaimed, by formal prayer, heart-ielt praise lo the 
Almighty. 
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Nay, in my own heart, I could hat believe Iier an 
angel now, in the realms of the eternal summer-land. 

Aa tliese convictions took hold of my mind, there 
arose a feeling of disrespect for that heartless and cold 
religion which taught, ihiis-wise, th;tt the unerring 
chikl of God was by nature doomed to eternal punish- 
ment for the transgression of others. From this time, 
the prayers of my pious father appeared like mockeiy, 
and fell coldly upon my heart. 

These individual coMvictions were not the only 
consequences of this heart-felt hereavement; for I 
have reason to telieve that from this time forth, my 
fiither began to discern that t.liere was a gieat iniiai-- 
iiiony between the so-called will of God and the nat- 
ural promptings of the God-created heart of man ; for 
from this time his faith was apparently shaken in his 
former creeds. For a time his mind wandered darkly 
among the bewildering isms of theology, now grasp- 
ing — as dying men will gi asp at straws — the flimsy 
formula of some inspirational faith, only to oast it 
aside as unsatisfactory. Thus, for a time, was be in 
the gloom of spiritual darkness, surrounded by doubts 
and misgivings. Alas! why will mankind persist in 
declaring ilie buman sonl — the image of God in man 
— as under a curse eternal? How many poor, striv- 
ing mortals have lived and died, believing that a life 
of purity would avail them nouK''t it* f'e land of 
spirits! Jiow many have died, believiug that the 
pearly gates were closed against them because they 
were not members of Christ's Church on earth. How 
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often are we told by the learned man of God thatonr 
heart is bat a chaiiiel house of sin, and by nature prone 
only to evil. Can we wonder at the prevalence of evi! 
and immorality among men who are taught that they 
are by nature vile — outcast from the love of God ? 
Can we expect sweet water Irom a bitter fountain, or 
good reenlts from evil intentions ? Can we wonder at 
infidelity, when fidelity rests alone wpon the ilimay 
liypotheaifi of second birth, or change of heart, in a 
manner so mystemus as to be alinoat, if not entirely, 
beyond human understanding ? We know the human 
mind is ever active — evei' producing good or bad re- 
sults; then how much more noble and Goddike — for 
He pronounced all things good — it is to consider the 
heai-tas the fountain of goodness, rather than a natu- 
ral cess-pooI of iniquity. Good deeds are the ruling 
eifects of eveiy human being. Evil acts are alone the 
exception. Man is by nature good ; by education evil. 
When will Chnstians break down this stupendous 
error, this blasphemous libel on the goodness of God, 
this mountain of falsehood, this tug-bear of natural 
sin; and teach instead, that man is the noblest handi- 
work of Omniscient power, whose heai't is, in the im- 
age of his Creator, naturally pure ; whose greatest 
aim should be to keep it as it came fi'om^the fountain, 
free from the contamination of evil ? 

During the winter following my sister's death, our 
quiet rural district was visited by a noted itinerantex- 
positor of mesmeiivm, who announced that he would 
exhibit his wonderful esperiments at the district schoo t- 
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house for Boveral consecutive nights. Of course, the 
sober denizens of these extremely quiet precincts were 
attacked "witli an in-esistible desire to view the strange 
phenomena, and those who had a glimmer of its real 
import, were anxious to be conveyed into the myster- 
ious slumber. My father was ten-ibly sceptical about 
the correctness and utility of the professor's boasted 
magnetic power. He did not, however, refuso me the 
privelege, nor deny himself the pleasure of attending. 
Accordingly, on the first evening of mesmeric display 
the professor was greeted by a full house of anxious 
expectants. Perhaps there was none present who had 
more curiosity than I; for even the term mesmerism 
was au undefined something wholly beyond my knowl- 
edge. After a misemble display of third-rate oratory, 
which did not have the remotest tendency to enlighten 
niy mind upon the subject, the professor proceeded to 
a practical demonstration of the grand magnetic mys- 
tery. 

Having placed a lighted candle in the most eon- 
epicaouB position possible, he directed that those who 
desired magnetic cfiect should keep their gaze riveted 
thereon for a specified number of minutes. This re- 
quirement I followed as implicitly as my understand- 
ing would permit. The operator now commenced a 
series of motions resembling the pantomime of "Leg- 
erdemain performers." These motions had a peculiar 
effect on my muscular system. My eyes displayed a 
decided tendency to close ; T was also conscious of 
a prickly sensation — a feelingof numbness in difierent 
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parts of my body. I soon allowed my eyes to close, 
for I found that to keep them open was nest to im- 
possible. I felt no alarm at the strangeness of my 
feelings, for I was still perfectly cognizant of what 
was transpii-ing around me, and hadfull control of ray 
mental powers. Besides, I erroneously supposed that 
all present experienced like feelings. The operator 
now came up to me, and afLer making a few passes 
in front of my face, he imperiously said—" You can't 
open your eyes." " I gnesa you are mistaken, old 
fellow," thought I; but I found, after a desperate 
e8brt, that he had spoken truth. I now became sud- 
denly alarmed ; for the thought oecnrred to me that 
perhaps I had forever lost the power of sight. But 
my iears were very soon dissipated, for on his touch- 
ing the lids and commanding me to open them, they 
were unsealed without any apparent personal effort. 

The professor now proceeded to demonstrate his 
mesmeric powers by magnetically controlling different 
members of my body. First my legs were placed 
under control, and rendered unserviceable to my in- 
dividual will. So complete was the operator's control 
of them that he would force them to move in spite of 
my most strenuons opposition. My limbs being re- 
heved, the inflnenoe was transferred to my arms; which 
were, by the same mysterious power, held in an ex- 
tended position, in spite of ray will to the eontraiy. 
Next ibliowed a perversion of (he sense of taste. I 
was made to eat tabacco, under the supposition that 
it was delicious candy. In fclie same manner, water 
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was transferred or changed to wine, and from wine to 
bitterest gall. In each case the deception wa3 aston- 
ishingly perfect. 

Dnring these performances I was conscious of the 
I't.'al condition of things, but had nopowertodoot-her- 
wise than as commaDded by the operator. Though I 
knew it was tobacco I was eating, instead of candy, 
my taste agreed with the deception, and had I been 
bhnd and bereft of the sense of feeling, I would have 
sworn it was real candy I ate. 

On this occasion my nervous sensations were sim- 
ilar to those induced by an electric battery. I could 
distinctly feel the operator's chilly hand pass and re- 
pass the subjected members, as bearing along with 
them an electric current The livhig blood in ray veins 
seemed well nigh arrested. All t!ie nervous avenues 
of sensation were tlnilled with quick Sashes of electric 
fire, and at times a strange feeling agitated my 
brain; and once I came near losing sensorial pow- 
er. The coldness of death appeared to settle upon 
tliose parts which were under the magnotii; power or 
iiifluence. 

During the professor's sLay in the neighborhood 
I was several times used as a subject upon which to 
test the authenticity of the science of mesmtrism. 
The favorite mode of testing was for the operator to 
powerfully influence my hands, when incredulous ob- 
tioi-vers wore allowed to lacerate the flesh with pins 
and other shai-p iu9trunienti<, which they conkl do 
without my ft;eling any sensation of pain, 
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Dui-ing these exhibitions I iras nevci- influenced 
beyond a partial state of psychology. I here ;iotetbe 
fact in order lo corn et a prevalent opinion, thati was 
at this time developed as a clairvoyant, which some 
individuals have imqiialifiadly asserted to be the case. 
Thia tirst psychological eveat of my life made an in- 
effaceable impression upon uiy mind; for it nn folded a 
new subject for contemplation. . I discovured that I 
was not the independent and self-suffloient creature I 
had pictured myself ti be. I found that there existed 
a governing power, strange, TTondei-fbl and inscrutible, 
and though unseen it was mighty and potent. I had 
leavned by experience that I was subject lo this pow- 
er," evidently to agreater extentthan the most of man- 
kind. Here was an individual who could rob my 
meutal powers of their legitimate rights, and control 
my pliysical organism in spite of my opposing will. 
Hours of deep thought were spent in a vain endeavor 
to nnravil the uiystei'y; but all my enquiries resulted 
in harassing conjectures and improbable theories con- 
ccruhi!!; the power of mind over matter. 
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nl BOUT THIS time the mysterious manifestations 
/jl known aa the "Eooheetei' rappiiigs" were, in 
™ consequence of their purporting to emanate from 
disembodied spirits, attracting considerable attention. 
Conti-ary to tlie espeotation of nearly every one, who 
naturally looked upon the raps as some clever trick of 
legerdemain, or incomprehensible seven-day novelty 
that woald soon die a natural death,tbe phenomena 
had kept gi'adnally developing into neiv phases, until 
at this time it had, from au insignificant rap, grown 
to be a medium of inspirational intelligence. Claim- 
ing natural instead of siipematural emanation, accord- 
ing to fixed principles of natural law, A certain class 
of philosophers had, since the first rap in 1848, en- 
deavored to argue the phenomenon out of existence, 
on the ground that there was no similitude as prece- 
dent laid down by any of the famous expounders of 
" thingH that be." Otters claimed that it was a new 
pbase of animal maguetism; and still another class 
seoiFc'd at, and unqualifiedly pronounced the whole 
!hing humbiiggeiy. 
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But despite the condemnation of book-wise phil- 
osopbora, tbe scoffs of ignorant ranters, or even the 
denunciations of horrified divines, the mysterioiiRpht- 
nomena had moved steadily on, gaining each day in 
popular favor and interest. 

Owing to the strangeness and iinprecodented mys- 
tery of these so-called spirit manifestiaions, and rap- 
idly increasing popularity, tliey had become a subject 
of interest and freqn*-nt discussion by tbe investigating 
and Uberal-minded members of the community where 
I resided. Among the inveetigatoi-S my father was 
conspicuous; for since his divergence from the beatcoi 
paths of his former theological creeds, he bad culti- 
vated a liberality of principle to racb extent that now 
truth was acceptable from whatever source it might 
emanate ; and although he gave but Uttio credence to 
the floating rumurs concerning those purported spirit 
manifestations, he publicly admitted himself suscepti- 
ble to any convictions that might be derived from 
practical investigation. Residing in the neighborhood 
was one other individual, a Mr. Ball, who was equally 
with my father solicitous of practically testing the 
truth or falsity of these mysterious visitations of spirits 
from tbe other world. Hence, in order to put their 
desires in executioD, they, with ot'ier liberal-minded 
individuals, arranged to meet at an appointed time at 
my lather's residence, for the purpose of inaugurating 
a series of practical tests. 

Accordingly, in pursuance of this preconcerted ar- 
rangement, some half-score of earnest iodividuals con- 
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veoei.] to witiie.«s what might be received in the way 
oi' s|n.it de 11101 istnxtion. On this occasion Mr. Bail 
acted as mai^ter of ceremonies, and was allowed to 
make such an-angements and dicposilion of means as 
conformed with Iiis ideas of the modus operandi re- 
quired to bring abont tlie hoped for rt'suit. These 
arrangements were extremely simple. An ortlinaiy 
dining-table was placed so as to be accessible from all 
sides ; then of the company those who were supposed 
to bo susceptible of magnetic influence were chosen 
for members of the circle, and were inatructed to place 
their hands on the table in such a manner as to form 
an en( less chain or connection. 

In consideration of my known snsceptibility to 
mesmeric control, I was, contrary tomy wishes, urged 
to become one of the mediumistic circle. To tell the 
truth, I had not a particle of faith in these purported 
spirit demonstrations, and I honestly believed the 
whole thing to be an absurd friek or else "humbng," 
I did not bdieve that these proceedings would result 
in anything but failure ; consequently I unwillingly 
acquiesced with their wish, and took my place among 
the rest of the chosen ones. My proeoncuived ideas 
of complete failure were, clurlng the first trial, some- 
what modified. For after the elapse of some half- 
hour of passive quietness, I became suddenly con- 
soions of a feeling of numbness gi-adually cr&eping 
along the nervous avenues of my hands and arms; 
which rapidly increased in power and intensity, snffl- 
cientiy to cause spasmodic contraction of the muacles 
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and cause my hands to move about in a highly fantas- 
tic maiinei'. These uncontrolled gyrations were kept 
up for some time ; hut finally, on a pieoe of chalk be- 
ing placed iu reach, their fantastic irregularity of 
motion was considerably modified. So much so, in 
fact, that I Wii8 enabled to unuousciously write a few 
words in an intelligible minnei But by far the larger 
portion of these " chalk" manifestations consisted of 
unintelligible scrmi'' and hieioglyijhies. No other 
demonstration was received at this sitting ; nor did 
any other membei oi the eucle recognize even the 
slightest sensation or influence. 

But, notwithstanding these man ife stations came 
far ahoi'l of expectation, in jioint of interest or self- 
sustaining evidence of origin or utility, it was resolved 
by those present to continue the investigation, in hopes 
of better results in future. For, to use their own lan- 
guag.', "if I had not been hurabuging them, there 
was a prospect of my becoming a mediiun," and of 
their investigating the phenomena through me. This 
covert expression of doubt, of gennineness of mani- 
festation, did not trouble me in the least, for I was 
completely mystified, and had very serious doubt of 
my own, though different in nature. For, while I 
■WBS positive I used no deception or personal volition, 
I doubted the source from whence the controlling 
power emanated. It was supposed by those present 
that if the m an if e stations were foreign to myself, that 
is, if they were not the result of personal volition, that 
they were the effect of some mysterious spirit power, 
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But where was the proof that sncli ivas tbe case ? 
Might not the power to pvoduee these magnetic man- 
ifeetatioiia (for they were in physical kind the same in 
sensation and effect aa I had experienced when mag 
netized), have emanated from those with whom I was 
connected, Mr. Ball had of late, on several oocaaious, 
placed me nnder his magnetic control, possibly he 
might have been the unconscious meajneric cause on 
this occasion. In view of the plausibility of this in- 
ferred probability, I resolved to pi-actioally test the 
subject by some meana or other. 

Some week or ten days later, an opportunity of- 
fered for making the desired test. On thia occasion, 
I was on au evening visit to an aunt's, when the sub- 
ject of spiritnalism was broached, and followed by a 
proposition to foi-m a circle, which was unanimously 
agreed to. With the exception of my aunt, those 
present were all persons of nearly my own age ; in 
view of whieh fact I felt confident that if we realized 
any influence there could be no danger or probability 
of any local emanation of cause. Hot one of the en- 
tii'e company had any known, inductive mesmeinc pow- 
er. I had in my own mind become almost fully per- 
suaded that my former sensation had been the result 
of an involuntary mesmeric power, emanating in an 
tinconseious current from Mr. Ball. I was therefore 
astonished when, after a few moments of quiet, to 
again become conacions of the same mysterious infln- 
ence. On this occasion, instead of fantastic move- 
ments, and uniatelligible chalk mai-ke, words, and 
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finally complete sentences were written with neatness 
and astonishing rapidity, and before the close of thia 
eeanee I had become sufSciently developed bo that I 
conld unconsciously answer even mental queries with 
astonishing correctness. Duriiig the entire perform- 
ance I watched with interest the involuntary manceii- 
vres of my hand. I had no knowledge or premonition 
of what was going to be written. My hand woald 
involuntarily answer queries by writing, while I was 
otherwise mentally engaged in conversation on topics 
entirely foreign to those of which I wrote. 

My former belief that the influence emanated from lo- 
cal powers or living agencies, was on this occasion com- 
pletely overcome by unimpeachable evidence. But I 
still doubted the hypothesis that the influence was the 
result of spirit power. I was in a stata of mental mys- 
tification, for I had been taught that when man died 
he went to a bourne from which i-eturn was impossible. 
But how else conld I define the phenomenon? Was 
I the victim of Satanic incantation, or mental hallu- 
cination ? Was it witchcraft, or some unknown mys- 
tery of natural law ? In vain I sti-ove to reach a 
plausible conclusion — to establish in my mind a theory 
that would be sustainable by reason or logic ; but my 
thoughts were invariably lost in profound mystery. 
At last I resolved to continue my inyes:igation until 
the light of tmth should remove the clouds of mystery 
f]-om my mental vision. 

A few evenings latjsr I was again influenced, this 
time at my father's residence, in presence of those 
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who had firat witnessed ray mediumistic abilities. On 
this occasion the nature of my mediumistic proceed- 
ings was entirely unlike the two preceding manifesta- 
tions, and consisted of physical testa. First, the rapa 
were introduced, with undeniable distinctness. These 
were followed by some maiTelous demon strationa of 
spirit power. Chairs, and other articles of furniture 
were caused to move withont any perceptible assist- 
ance ; aod once, while my hands alone rested on the 
tJtble, it was suddenly tipped to an inclined position, 
and held against the opposing power of four strong 
men, who, with united strength, endeavored to re- 
place it. 

During all these proceedings, I was only conscious 
of a powerful magnetic sensation, which appeared to 
flow from me towards suoh objects as were employed 
as means for manifestation. I waa conscious of re- 
ceiving and imparting a strong magnetic current, 
which, when not impai'ted caused a nervous tremor, 
similar to tliose caused by an induction of a current 
of electricity ; but while this magnetic current was 
passing off, the tremor woulil entirely cease. In view 
of these facte, I reasonably consideded myself only as 
a medium of some foreign power ; but my mind waa 
stil! in the dark, as thus far I had received no con- 
vincing proof of intelligence being connected with the 
cause of the phenomena, hence I was not yet prepared 
to admit the theory of spirit emanation. 
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CHAPTER V. 



'HIKD MAONBTIO DBGRKE. 

Can such things be, 

IS like s summer's shower, 
' special wonder ? 



N ORDER not to tire the paticnco of my read- 
ers by delineations of similar events, I will hasten 
to detail tlie impressions that I received while in 
ray first condition of clairvoyance. Prior to this oc- 
casion, I had twice been thrown iato a somnambulic 
state — a condition of ulU'a-unconsciousness — through 
which I surmise all claii-voyants must pass ere they 
reach the third magnetic degree. These two events 
are blanks in my remembrance — moments of complete 
mental darkness — an undefinable cavity in my mental 
existence. 

On the occasion in question, I passed through this 
veil of magnetic darkness into the bright realms of 
the third magnetic degree. I had but slight knowl- 
edge of the mysteries of magnetism ; of the phenom- 
ena of' clairvoyance I was almost entirely ignorant, 
having no clear conception of any such condition. 
Bnt I was, on this occasion, borne by an unseen power 
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into this mystic mRgnttic state in less tliaii twenty min- 
utes. After a few moments ol' mental and physical 
inertia, which wna J'ather pleasant than otherwise, my 
mind passed into a delightful state of mental tran- 
quility. My thoughts were extremely peaceful. I 
viewed with nnuiterable emouons of gladness a men- 
tal vision of bappiness. 1 contemplated the principles 
of fiiendship and of nniverssal love. My soul seemed 
to expand with mighty powers of penetration. I was 
not conscious that these mental prospects awakened 
the least heai-t-felt emotion; they appeared as ideas 
coming fi'onj an imknown fountain of intelligence. 
Dniing these moments I was conscious of being en- 
veloped in impenelralile darkness. Therefore, my con- 
clusions were that I was in a deep physical sleep, 
mentally engaged in a peaceful revery. Soon 1 dis- 
covered that this conclusion was incorrect; for as my 
powers were expanded and enlarged, I saw that sur- 
rounding objects were glowing with illuminating tints, 
more or lees brilliant and magnetica!. 

The figure of each person was enveloped iii a 
light atmosphere, which emanated li-om it. I farlhev 
discovered that every tangible object emitted a lumin- 
ous glow, which vai-ied in degrees of brighmess and 
magnitude. Animate objects were enveloped in more 
extensive and bi-iliiant atmosphere than were inani- 
mate. The former seemed to send forth ever varying 
tint*, while the latter appeared as changeless in aspect. 
The niter novelty of this vit'w overwhelmed my mind 
with astoni^^huicnt mu\ admiration. In vain I tried to 
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comprehend this unprecedented phenomenon. I was 
completely confounded ; and for n while I imagined 
that the earth and its inhabitants had been suddenly 
translated into a briliiant paradise. I could employ 
no Isnguage to describe my perceptions; hence, I 
viewed the magnificent scene with feelings of unutter- 
able joy and reverenci', But I had not yet reached 
the ultinaate of my perceptive power. Afewmomeuts 
later I discovered that, by means of my new powers 
of mental penetration, I could observe with perfect 
ease the internal organization of every person in the 
room; could easily discern from whence emanated 
these magnetiual exhalations that were so luminous. 
Ail the organs of the human viscera — the liver, 
the spleen, the heart, the brain — were acceesibie to my 
mental inspection. The whole body appeared as a 
transparent sheet of glass, invested with stranae, rich 
spiritual beauty. Every separate organ was the cen- 
ter of a brilliant illumination, peculiar to itselfi Per- 
meating the body throughout, in fact, it appeared as 
the body itself, was an unvarying flash of light ; I soon 
recognized this as being the neivous fluid ; and that 
ail the other organs depended on this for means of 
activity. I saw that the air-chambers of tlie lungs 
were like chemical laboratories, causing instant-meous 
chemical changes in the blood which flowed throngii 
the oontiguoLS membranes. The spinal cohimii ap- 
peared as an unceasing sti-eara of electric Are, and the 
brain as a reservoir of brilliant electric tints. Here, the 
phe:iomeiia was more varied than in any other portion 

iiMP^h, Google 



UJl. 11. I!. lUHLLOGG. *" 

of the organiam. Iq fact, the emanation from each 
separate bram in the room displayed individuality. 
In other respects they were all nearly alike; but in 
this there was a marked difference. I afterward dis- 
covered the difference to be the effect of mental vai-ia- 
tion of power and refinement. The bi-illiant silvery 
light came from the well-balanced and refined brain ; 
while those who were groas and low, emitted a more 
sombre current of electric fluid, 

But the sphere of my vision now began to widen. 
My mental power of penetration was no longer subject 
to the laws of density ; all the surrounding objects 
appeared as transparencies. Nature's spacioas cabinet 
was thrown open to me ; and for a while I imagined 
that I alone was drinking in the beauties of this mag- 
niiicent banquet But my conclusions were incorrect, 
for while I was mentally analyzing the distinctly vis- 
ible properties of surrounding objects, I became sud- 
denly conscious of the presence of other observers. 
These were forms of transcendent beauty. Their 
beauteous form emitted a ceaseless glow of flue, ner- 
vous light. I soon discovered that they were devoid 
of physical forms, and somehow my mind was im- 
pressed with the idea that I was in the presence of 
purely spiritual beings, towards whom I felt an irresist- 
ible attraction. 

Words utterly fail to delineate the gorgeous pan- 
orama now unfolded to my expanded vision. I saw 
that each object was beautifully and distinctly sur- 
rounded by an atmosphere of life ; and Instinctively I 
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3-ecognizecl in tliia phenomena the vvonderfa! mystery 
of the law of eympathy and attraction. I saw that 
everything in nature was aiTanged and located in ac- 
cordance with this tmiveraal law; that it was the 
fundamental principle of sympathetic relation. The 
connecting link between objects, the invisiible operation 
of the nniveraal law of change. Throughout the oni- 
verse I saw that there was 3 generous commingling of 
magnetic emanation; and thus the grand secret of 
affinity was brought hefore my mental vision. It is 
impossible for ine to iSetail ai! the impressions I re- 
oeivecl, and emotions I experienced on this occasion 
of my first introduction into a clairvoyant perception 
of Natinre. Nor can I portray the harmonious beauties 
that I witnessed, while among the dwellers of the 
fadeless summer-land. For, though I was conscious 
of their presence, I was aware of a sti'ong attraction 
to earth life ; and that this attraction held me fi'om 
mingling with them freely. 

In this vision I saw, by the penetrating power of 
a freed spirit, everything just as we will alt see them 
after we pass away from the visible body at pliysical 
death. 

Suddenly I was conseioas that the extended scope 
of my vision was undergoing rapid contraction. The 
beautiful magnetic ilhiraination swiftly faded; and 
soon I conld only discern, as before, the magnetic con- 
dition of those in the room ; and at last even this was 
lost. For a moment everything was shrouded in im- 
penetrable darkness, which on being lifted, I found 
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myselfiu a state of complete physical consciousness. 
My senses — the natural windows of my soul — were 
restored to their natural power, my organs of sight 
were unsealed, and the familiar light once more greeted 
my visiou. Again I could hear the familiav voices of 
friends around. 

During this condition of clairvoyance, I had un- 
conscionsiy changed my position, and on my return to 
sensorial life, I found myself standing at the window 
gazing out into the darkness. As I turned and looked 
upon the circle of familiar friends, I saw that their 
countenances were expressive of intense wonder. My 
kind-hearted mothev, who could not comprehend the 
philosophy of these strange spells, I saw had been 
weeping ; and eieu others displayed feelings of hor- 
ror. But on becoming eoavinced that I had returned 
to conscioustiess, this dread was supplantod by a feel- 
in» of anxiety to learn what I had witnessed, and 
and what were my sensations during my mental ab- 

I gave my auditors but little satisfaction in an- 
swer to their anxious inquiries ; for I felt then utterly 
incapable of portrayingray sensations aridimpressions. 
So begging to be esoosed, I hurried away to the re- 
tirement of my own room to contemplate in solitude 
the mystic scenes of the night. Well do I remember 
my reflections on that memorable night. Vainly I 
strove to analyze and comprehend the mysterious 
cause of the beautiful phenomena I had experienced. 
Was it the result of a natural law, or a dream ? An 

iiMP^h, Google 



imaginary display, or a philosophical reality ? In my 
own mind, there was an inspired thought which as- 
sured me that it was an important and beautiful truth 
— a philosophical reality, iVeighted with valuable con- 
sequencGS to mortals in their primary condition. I saw 
in this mysterious power of mental expansion a key 
that would ultimately unlock the invisible stoi'e-house 
of nature — filled, as it was, with rich treasures of mys- 
tic beauty — and bring to light the secret workings of 
invisible matter, and point out the connection between 
heaven and eavth ; that, aided by this beautiful and 
providential agency, man in Ids rudimeatal life would 
ultimately have cleai'er conceptions of the infinite. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



MISUHDERaTANDlHS OP MT GIFTS, 

jj In the morning following the events narrated in 
"tt i the last Chapter, I discovered, on entering the 
J room, where the family had congregated, that 
their thoughts were stiU connected with the strange 
phenomena of the last night. Evidently it was some- 
thing beyond their ready comprehension, a sort of 
magnetic or mesmeric mystery they had not expected 
to witness in connection with my mediumistic powers. 
Hence, being noexpectel and unic countable their 
inferences were freighte 1 w ith pcsible conseqnences 
oi pergonal evil. Biom a look of extreme languor, 
mingled with an expression of sadness tppirent on 
the sympathetic counteiianet of my mother I conjee 
tured that she had passed a night of mental trouble, 
arising from probable prospects that I had received 
physical or mental injiu-iea. But the old look of men- 
tal quiet returned, when on enquiry, they found that I 
had suffered neither of these dreaded calamities. By 
request, I now explained my sensation and delineated 
in a bungling manner the wonders I had discovered, 
while in this mysterious condition of mental expan- 
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BJon, On finishing my rehearsal my father positively 
asserted that I had been in the reahns of spirits ; gub- 
Btaniiatitig bia concluaioii by quotations of suiidiy 
similitudes fiom the espeiience of other mediums. 
Becoming elated over his visionary and sanguine an- 
tioipations of what my powers would ultimately be, 
he prophecied that at no distant day he should see me 
occupying the rostrum as a medium of superior knowl- 
edge. His reading had gave him an insight into 
many of the mysteries of clairvoyance which to my 
mind were perfectly incomprehensible. I could form 
no connection between these peculiar mental gifts and 
the exalted position of an expounder of the mysteries 
of nature. Hence, I could not help smiliug at what 
appeared the effects of thoughtless enthusiasm, or 
groundless imagination. 

From this time forward our inediumiatic experi- 
ments were frequent and successful. For, like the 
poet, who awoke from his slumbers to fiud himself 
famous, T, since ray mysterious sleep, had become not 
exactly famous, but notorious, for my popularity had 
not kept pace with my notoriety. Almost every night 
our meetings were thronged by the marvel-loving 
members of owr immediate community, who came for 
the sole purpose of witnessing the demonstration and 
receiving individual tests. A few came with honest 
purposes and a sincere desire to intelligently test 
the phenomena; biitbyfer the greater portion had 
no other object in view than a morbid desire to satis- 
fy a fondness for whatever savored of supernatural- 
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ism. At times this latter claea uppeared. to be aotu- 
ated by ludicrous and absurd ideas of spirit power, 
which was eitlier the result of ignorance or malicious 
ilesign to appropriate a failure to accomplish niiracu- 
bus and impossible teats, to their small stock of false 
Brguments, to be used against the possible facts of the 
pheaomena. 

I was, by this class of investigators, continually 
aiinoyed by inconsistent and unanswerable questions ; 
of whicb the following are but a partial list, the ab- 
surdity of wliieh are plainly evident. " Oould I, 
or the controlling power, reveal the future ? " 
" Were they (the questioners) going to succeed in this 
or that undertaking?" If I make such an investment 
will I succeed?" " Could I turn water into wine, or 
di!?Coverhiddentreasures?""Conld I transmute sordid 
metals into refined gold?" These were a few of the 
inconsistent queries of the penurious and worldly 
minded class. 

Bible fanatics had a different set of equally unan- 
swerable queries : " Could I tell when the world wonld 
come to an end?" "Were they (the questioners) to 
be saved in the day of judgement ? " " Was heaven a 
city with streets of gold?" " Where was the grave of 
Moses?" and so on to an almost unlimited extent. 
Still another class, consisting of beardless boys and 
simpering misses, with old maids, and bachelors on 
the shady side of life, who were extremely anxious to 
know what were their matrimonial prospects. 

Of course ail these questioners wsnt awaydissntis- 
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fied, and inslea.l of getting answers to their fooliali 
queries would receive sotne revelation of the myste- 
ries of life, wherenpon they would announce to their 
friends that I could do no more than others. StilJ 
there was another class of investigators, which, though 
thoy displayed more intelligence, were none the less 
inconsistent; of which the following account of my 
experience, with a pompous old gentleman, furnishes 
a very good example. 

This particular individnal was one of that class 
who are naturally, or by force of habit, opponents. 
He gave rae to understand that he designed to impar- 
tially test this modern spiritualism. Said he, " I de- 
sign to put you, or the spirits, or whatever power con- 
trolls you, to a fair trial, and if you, or whatever the 
power is, fails to accomplish the tests imposed, I shall 
feel it my duty to publicly expose yon." Supposing 
Ms investigation would be intelligently and honorably 
conducted, and impartiaUy considered, on principles 
of reason and justice, I replied, " that all I desired 
was a lair tost, and an honest exposition, and no 

Confident of my powers, I gave way to the influ- 
ence, and the controlling power signified by writing a 
willmgness to render practical elucidation of spitit 
existence and power. Immediately various voluntary 
and marvelous tests were given. My hands were 
thrust into the candle flame and held there long enough 
to have crisped the flesh lo the bone if they bad not 
been protected by some invisible and mysterious 
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ir.eaiis. The stand was moved back and forth across 
the room witliout any visible assistance and with only 
the tips of my fingecs resting upon it. Certain arti- 
cles were held on an inclined plain in direct opposi- 
tion to the natural laws of gravitation, without visible 
snp^iort. Raps were produced with undeniable dis- 
tinction in various paits of the room ; while both men- 
tal and oral questions were answered with almost in- 
varible correctness. All who witnessed the demon- 
strations on this occasion, with the single exception of 
this individual, admitted themselves satiaiied that 
there was no imposition practiced, and that they were 
convinced that I was the medium of some foreign 
cause. Even he admitted that what he had witnessed 
was truly marvelous. Still being inoredulons he di- 
verged from honest, intelligent investigation in incon- 
sistency. The most ulterior proof possible would 
only be acceptable and convincing. A friend of his, 
who he stated was a firm spiritualist, had informed 
him that he had known the spirits, through Mr. Slade, 
a highly developed medium, to ring bells and play on 
musical instruments without the application of any 
visible means ; with various other, to use his own 
mode of expression, " miracnlous feats." " Now," con- 
tinued he, " if the spirits had once done these things, 
;uid he did not doubt the affirmation of iiis friend, 
hence believed they bml, they couid repeat the perfor- 
mance, and if it could be done through Mr. Slade, he 
could not SCO why the same thing codd not be accom- 
plished through me." No coon-.^r had he completed 
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this highly uu philosophical demand, than I was iuiiii- 
enced to write the following, which f insert from 
memory. The phraseology may differ from the origi- 
nal, but the subject matter is iatact. I insert it for 
the benefit of developing mediums, who, as in my 
case, maybe tormented by similar inconsistent and 
inorednlona investigators; and for those who may in- 
dulge the same absurd ideas of spirit or medial 
power. 

"Every element of ereatioii is aubjeot to limit. 
Hnraan beings, in their rndimeutal condition or earth 
life, ai'C subject to this inevitable principle of limita- 
tion of power; which limitation is, in view of the 
taw of progression, largely the result of intellectual 
capacity ; for it is nudeniable that variation in mental 
or intellectual capacity is the primary cause of the 
manifest diversity of powers to produce effects. Hence, 
what is possible to one man is impossible to another, 
different in power. Spirits not being infinite are sub- 
ject to this same law. Therefore, what one spirit can 
accomplish may become, by this fact, of limitation an 
impossible feat to another. 

The influencing powers now present are capiible of 
perverting the natural tendencies of things, to a cer- 
tain limHed extent, through this medium. They can 
hold bodies of certain weightin opposition to the nat- 
ural law of gravitation ; they can also move the table 
or stand ; but because they eoold more those, it was 
inconsistent to suppose that they could by the Siime 
means, move the house in which wc wore SL'ii.ted from 
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from it3 foundation. Would the questioner supposu 
it consistent to believe tliat, because one individual 
could just Jift a body of certain weight, that a weaker 
one could accompliah the same feat? Or because an 
im oleeti'fo battery, of given power, was capable of 
trauamittiag intelligence along a telegraph wire a, 
thousand miles and no more, did it follow that one of 
liiilf the power could be expectad to do the eame? 
Was it not consistent to sup|)ose that the power to 
perform should in all cases be equal to the task im- 
posed ? Certainly, this principle was undeniable in 
regard to finite beings of earth and it is equally appli- 
cable to spirits; for spirits are not infinite. There is, 
nor can there be, in any stage of existence, but one 
infinite power. 

Therefore, in view of this limitation of power 
among spirits, it must be readily perceived tbat those 
who nnderstaud the law and can control the means, 
are able to accomplish more wonderful feats than 
those who arh ignorant of the principles and the 
means to be employed. Could it be reasonably ex- 
pected that a person unskilled in music could perform 
on a musical instrument equal to a proficient? Cer- 
tain spirits, who were acquainted with the art, and 
understood the means to be employed, eould influence 
Mr. Slade, and through him as a medium, accomplish 
the wonderful feat of ringing bells and playing on 
musical instruments without visible application of 
power. But it did not necessarily follow that the 
spii-ila infiuenoing this medium, who were ignorant of 
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mnsic and the means to produce the plienomena, could 
do the same.'" 

Notwitlistanding the plain, simple logjo of this 
explanation, or rather excnse, this pompous and ma- 
licious investigator publicly pronounced me an impos- 
tor. But, white he proclaimed my inability to accom- 
plish his imposed teats, ho etndiously withheld m.y 
reasons for not doing them from the pv\blic. Thus 
being without the shield of popularity I became the 
target of ignorant and malicious fanatics, subject to 
continaal misrepresentation. I was looked upon by 
some as animpostor, by others asiosane. But in spite 
of all this fanatical and bigoted an-ay of opposition, 
there was a few honest, intelligent men and women, 
who nobly cheered me on, confident that I would, 
with unseen aids, outride the storms of private scan- 
dal and public ridicule. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



hi BOUT the first of September, 1853, occurred a 
fn perfectly Datural, tboi'gli memorable event of my 
'\) life. I was now nineteen, consequently began to 
experienoe an iiTepreaaible desire for conjagal happi- 
ness and enjoyment. For once, the old proverb that 
" true loTo noTer runs smooth," was practically de- 
nied, for ihy matrimonial projects were in every ref 
satisfactoiily a success. I sought, and found coii' 
geniality of sentiment. Wealth, or worldly possessions, 
either real or prospective.', were nnoonsidered ; our 
union was founded upon the pore principles of recip- 
rocal affection. Love, ucsophistioated and pure, was 
alone the mystic tie that bound our hearts in wedded 
unison. 

Not long after our marriage, my wife found on 
trial that she was, likemyself, susceptible of mesmeric 
psychological influence. This discovery was to me a 
source of some little satisfaction; for I now had the 
means of witnessing the external appearances of this 
strange, mystic phenomena. On the other hand, the 
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discovery was a soui'ce of considerable domestic con- 
cern, for I saw, with considerable anxiety, tbat there 
was probable danger that we might become, so en- 
thralled, or rather enveloped, in the mystic folds of 
an apparently nneontro! labia magnetic power as to 
cause difficulty in future extrication. This (perfectly 
groundless) fear was, iu part the result of my own ig- 
norance, and in part arose from the harpinge of equally 
ignorant persons, who being interested in our welfare, 
confidently asserted that these psychological infiueocea 
would prove injurious to us both, and ultimately ruin 
oar health. The bare prospeut of such a calamity 
was snfBoienS to arouse fhe deepest anxiety ; for health 
■ was the foundation of our happiness, — aye, more than 
that, in my case hcakli was the bank from which I 
drew means of subsistence ; for not being blessed with 
wealth, ail my eomfoits, and even necessities, were 
the direct proceeds of manual toil. Hence, health 
adequate to labor whs an absoltite necessity of my 

We often entered into private conference and dis- 
cussed the prospect of ouvuuknoivn and pvospectively 
mysterious future. In these discussions the subject of 
this supposed spirit power, and the possibl-j influence 
it might have on our happiness, was ever an. unsettled 
theme. "Would we be benefitted thereby, or would it 
lead to infamy and viroe, were our oft-iepeated que- 
ries. The world, the Church, and oui' own ignorance 
pointed to the darker ultimate; bat in the midst of 
these misgivings, there was a mysterious something 
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which whispered to our hearts that nil ivould yet be 
radiant with the brightness of tranquil peace, andtlus 
uudefinaMe something irresistibly impelled us on 
toward a more pei-fect magnetic development. When 
I gave way to these latter mysterious promptings, a 
feeling of peaceful tranquility would magically dispel 
the dark forbodiugs of my mind, and serene eDJoy- 
raeTit would arise to prospective view. 

But for all this, I could not enter into any speci- 
fied ideas of what my fntuve would be. I ws^ blindly 
laboring up the steep slopes of the, to me, imexplored 
mountain of u^efuhieas, I did not experience any san- 
guiue auticipatious of future renown. I was utterly 
devoid of ambitious desires to gain popular eminence. 
In short, I experienced a heart-felt and decided ob- 
jection to being considered anything more than an 
ordinary person. Hence, I had no sympathy for the 
visionary prospects of notoriety, or even usefulness, 
over which my friends, and particularly my father, 
liad manifested extraordinary anticipations. In view 
of my natural diffidence, combined with an intelligent 
appreciation of the fact that I was ignorant of even 
the simplest rules of public elooolion, I made a firm 
resolve that nothing ehoold induce me to appear as a 
public speaker. But, like many another, I found that 
I was emphatically a creature of circumstances, and 
fully recognized the truthfulness of Shakespeare's oft- 
quoted and oft-verified lines, that 
" Fete woi5kl sliape our ends, rough hew tliem as we may." 
At this lime my influence had assumed a peculiar 
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phase— being a condition of psychological somnolence. 
When in this condition, 1 ivas devoid of sensorial 
feeling or mental ability. I was like a machine or 
" spout" through which flowed a stream of refinedin 
telligenco, emanating from a foreign source. All my 
muscular movements were caused by the same myste- 
rious agency, froia whence came the intelligence. My 
language was not my own, and was generally more 
refined and diversified than 1 was, when myself, capa- 
ble of using. In short, I was, when in this condition of 
somnolence, like one under naroofic influence; for 
though I was a living, moving being, I was devoid of 
mental independence or individuality, and like the 
somnambulist, I was unconscious of, and irresponsible 
for my acts or words. 

One evening, on my being relieved from one of 
these somnambulic states, my father informed me that 
on this occasion I had been influenced by a neio spirit, 
and that he (the spirit) had through me delivered an 
excellent discourse upon the philosophy of spirit in- 
tercourse; and so, continued my elated progenitor, 
you see my prophesy is being verified ; for the control- 
ling power has through you announced that he wonld 
dictate a public discourse on the benefits of spiritual- 
ism, to be delivered at the school-house on the coming 
Sabbath; and confident that you would consent, I 
have authorized those who wore present to circulate 
the appointment. 

Here was a pretty condition of affaii-s. I was un- 
wittingly going to be forced to do what I had, iu my 
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own mind, firmly resolved tliat I would not ; and in a 
moment of exasperation I told my sanguine, though 
well-meaning fathf;r that I would not 611 the appoiiit- 
rnent. That night, in the quiet of my own room, I 
felt tnily despondent. W'ly, thought I, am I forced 
to he the unwilling medium of a, to ine, incompre- 
hensible power of intelligence ? I had no remembrance 
when awake of what I had seen or said when in this 
mystic slumber. Could I have been priveleged to 
have retained in memoiy those words which my friends 
told mo were vehicles of deep scientific truth, I shenld 
have experienced no dread, nor sadness, such as now 
depressed my mind ; but should have looked upon this 
strange gift with deepest feelings of gratitude. Bnt 
as it was, I was afflicted with torturing misgivings. 
I had no personal knowledge of my somnambnlio 
powers. My friends told me that on this occasion I 
had been the medium of a i-ich oratorical and scientific 
discourse, and that I had handled the subject with all 
the ability of a studied philosopher. But I saw that 
ray friends were wrought up to the highest pitch of 
enthusiasm, hence I could not consider them as com- 
petent judges. What to dolkuewnot. Should I fill 
the appointment, and publicly risk my reputation, or 
should I fii-mljf adhere to my hastily expressed deter- 
mination not to speak, and thus trample upon the feel*" 
ings of my father and friends? To whom could I 
apply for counsel ? Of all those who were present, 
aiid heard this last manifestation, there was only one 
whom I dare tnist as a ci-itie, and I now resolved that 
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I woald gam his Iioncst opiiiion in regarJ to my ora- 
torical abilities, when under influence ; furthermore, I 
resolved tliat I would be entirely controlled by his 
decision. 

On the following morning I laid the matter before 
this friend. I gave him to imderatand that I desired 
a plain, honest, impartial ciiticism of my mediiimistic 
abilities for public speaking, and if be thought the 
discourse to which he had listened was sufficiently 
perfect in delivery, sound in reason and philosophy 
to withstand the criticisms of the learaed. I told him 
I was ansious to please my friend.s, but did not desire 
by doing so to risk my reputation by making a ridic- 
ulous failure. In answer to these inquiries, he told 
me that my discourse of the night before was ai 
traordinary manifestation of intelligence; that the sub- 
ject chosen was ecienlifically discmsed; that my rea- 
soning were deep and powerful, and uitexeptionable. 
My language was good, the only defect being an 
casional deviation from modern rules of grammar and 
orthcepy. He advised me by all means to till the ap- 
pointment. " Show to the world," said he, " that you 
arehoiiestly,andsincerelyin earnest; thatyouare the 
medium of a high order of iotelligenee, and I assure 
^ou that yon will win tho respect of even sceptics and 
nnbeUcverB ; and by such a course yo«r friends will be 
bound to sustain you." 

This eonvcrsatioii had a tendency to revive my 
spirits, nnd in the course of the day I informed my 
father that I had reconsidered my hasty conclusion, 
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and that I had finally concluded to deliver the prom- 
ised lecture ; adding tliat I did not wish to again be 
inveigled into aaothei such predicament. 

The day on which I was to fulfill my promise had 
at length an-ived. My present recollection of that 
first appearance in public is extremely vivid. On ray 
an-ival at the house, I found it already filled with an 
intelligent audience, who eyed me sharply as I wended 
my way through the crowded aisle toward the speak- 
er's stand. 'Twas a new and painftil trial for me, pre- 
senting myself thns, blushing with timii^ity and reser- 
vation, before a strange and heterogenous assembly, 
two-thirds of whom I was confident had no othes- 
ifiotive for being present than to gratify curiosity, or 
criticise my endeavors. It is impossibio for me to de- 
fine my impresaious, ets I timidly raised my eyes and 
met their sharp, concentrated gaze. Alas! thought I, 
what would be my feelings if I should fail? I would 
become a scoff. I had no idea what I was going to 
do ; all depended upon the mystic powers by which I 
was controlled. But the throng around me would at- 
tribute a failure to me nlone. 

Happily, while I was snfEering from this painful 
embaiTassment, I began to feel the precursory oraene 
prognostic of approachingunoonsciousness, gradually 
overcoming my sensorial powers of mind, and in a 
few moments I was totally oblivions of my sui-round- 
ings. I havenopersonalremembranaoof whatti-aus- 
pired dniing the two honrs I was in this unconscLons 
state of EomnambulUiH. But on my return to sensorial 
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life, I saw a look of heart-felt satiafaotion resting on 
the couQteiiatices of my friends, and I further saw 
that those whom I felt were oppOBors appeared thought- 
ful and pei-plexed; and from these omens, I judged 
that my endeavors had been ei success. The meeting 
was closed by some explanatory remarks concerning 
the phenomena, by my father and others. To tha 
moat of the assembly the proceedings were a completes 
mystery, as well as novelty. All who were personally 
acquainted with me, positively knew that the disconrse 
was far beyond my natural abilities ; hence, many who 
had before disbelieved in the possibility of my receiv- 
ing .issistance from any foreign source, were literally 
forced to admit the fact that I was a medium on this 
occasion. I had been a raystei-y before, I was now a 
marvelous person. The old cry of " Humbug," would 
no longer keep people from investigating. My position 
was now unimpeachable ; and though I was subject 
to gross misrepresentations, and was a target for the 
hot-shot of ignorant fanatics, who woiild believe only 
what St. Paul, or some other saint had pronounced 
true, I had the satisfaction of knowing that I was 
slowly but snrely gaining in popnlar estimation. Peo- 
ple began to search into tho rayptery of these strange 
manifestations, and the deeper they searched, the more 
proof did they find that the controlling power emana- 
ted from spirits. In fact, it was the only satisfactory 
solution of the phenomena, and many avowed tlieir 
belief to be in accordance with this hypothesis — very 
much to the alanu of those who k7iew naught, nor 
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:ii(i nnt Uiiiik of t!ic siiystenes of Gotl's law beyond 
jiat iie had revealed in his divine word. 



p^h, Google 



CHAPTER Vm. 



What sense can. neither feel nor tlioiight ooncelre, 
There is delusion in the Trorld, — and woe, 
And fear, and pain." 

-jURINGr lliese cijHy stages of spirit manifcsta- 
j tion, the phenomeua had received but very iittle 
loeopliicaliiiveetigation; and a large portion 
who admitted themselves believors of the doctrine of 
siiiritualieiu, clothed their ideas with Uie mystery of 
s« pern atur alls m. Many claimed tliia laoderu spirit 
intercoui'se to be one of the special providences of 
God, a second coming of the Mesiah, or special re- 
inauguration of a defunct or anNpeinled privilege foi'- 
inerly enjoyed and practiced by ancient eeers and 
prophets. Even writei's, what lew there were who 
dared to treat the tubjeot favorably, clothed their er 
dition in the cabalihtic myateries chariicteristio of an- 
cient astrology and prophecy. Highly visiouaiy prt 
ductiony, redundant with inooasisUnt atul nover-to-bi 
realized prophecies, mingled with a iiioity of uncer- 
tain and impractic'e probabUitita, -were pitblisliert to 
the world as bona fide elucidation of the pbeiioinena, 
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and overall waa thrown agai'b of seiui religion. IIou- 
est matter-of-fact iuveatigatoj-a, who, tii-ed of mysterv 
and bigotiy, wort la search of more practical theories, 
and who candidly believed there were B&ientiflc truths 
hnmauizing in their influence, in spiritualism, were I'e- 
tarded in giving their honest convictions puhlioity, 
simply because they could not affilirto their opinions ' 
with ihe nonsensical [productions of these sanguine 
and insanely fanatical yisioBi,•t^. 

Being that r was closely connected with the phe- 
nomena as a inedimn, I took more than ordinary inter- 
est In the subject; and hence, in order that I might 
have the benefit of some studied exposition antt expla- 
nation, I possessed myself of various works purport- 
ing to scientifii^Iy Holve the mystery and depict the 
ultimate or final perfection of, and benefit to be real- 
ized from this newly revived intercourse between dis- 
embodied spirits and man. Hat I must in candor ad- 
mit that I arose from tlioir perusal moru ignorant and 
mystified than before. For to my practioal mind tbeir 
gloi-ioua ultiniaLe appeared as a piircly heterogeneous 
mistui-e of impossible theoi'ies imd impracticable pro- 
babilities, utterly beyond the sco])e of reason, judge- 
ment, or good sense. 

In my own mind I condemned these visionary fal- 
minatiotia, I looked upon spiritualism as a natural sci- 
ence, having no more eomiection with religion or 
supernaun-alism tiian any other natural phenomena. 
My personal investigations had proven to my under- 
standing that spirits laid claim to no infinite powers 
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or (4o<l like infalatilify ; thdr teacliiBgi wore purely 
practical and designed immecliatG aggrandizement of 
tlie human family "n-hile in their rudimental state. 
Tliey taught haw to liv« instead of how to die, and 
how to arrive at the greatest atnouiit of eai'lhly hap- 
piness. Haying by practical investigation amved to 
'the conclusion that spiritasiliem was aseieaoe, nn ope- 
ration of natnral law, I confidei'ed it highly impractiea- 
hla and injudicious for sjiiritualists to endeavor to over- 
reach coiisiKtenoy by undertaking to nnveil the incom- 
prehensible fntnre beyond actual powers of Bcienoe 
to detennine. Those conclusions I have ever retained, 
and I to-day believe that the phenomena of spii'itual- 
i?m, both in cause aiid effect, bears no more resemb- 
lance toreligion, noris it more iiifaJible, than any other 
scientific operation of natural law. Hence, the sooner 
it is divested of all ita hifaiutio viBiouielic ingredi- 
ences, and sapernatnral appearances, the sooner will 
we reap practical benefits therefrom. 

Having carefully contemplated the matter and 
studied the plieiiomenr. from a practical standpoint, 
and from expeiience, 1 conckdtd to continue my me- 
dinmistic career in a sincere belief that it would 
sometime result in aometliing beneiicial. Though 
what that something was I had not the remo- 
test idea. I wae dif satisfied with all my former medi- 
uraiMic positions. As a teat medium I only appealed 
to the minds of the curious who were evei- on the aleiS 
for possible deception. The position of a lecturer I 
periectly abhorred. TI'eoricB iverc too ttnstable, and 
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though they might be logically establialied beyond re- 
fiitatioB, still they wera oiU-n impracticable, and that 
simple fact was eEough to completely destroy the 
charm of a public life as a lecturer. But notivith- 
standiug my opposition to this latter position, I was 
continually h^rrassed by my friends, who were deter- 
mined that I should continue my lectures. My former 
success had mcreased their arrlor. Becoming at last 
tired of their oeasless importunities, I, like the maid 
who married the man to get rid of him, coiist-ntod to 
gratify their wishes. By this arrangement my father 
was greatly pleased. The acme of his ambilion was 
to Bee me occupying the position of lecturer. Spirit- 
ualism had become with him almost a hobby, and it 
was his inevitB-ble topio of conversation ; and these 
public lectures being, as they were, conducted on the 
" free discnssion " principle, were productive of 
chances for him to freely indulge his passionate fond- 
ness for argument. Daring these lectures I was sub- 
jected to the closest investigation. I unconsciously 
waged war against many of the establiphed and fun- 
damental principles of the orthodox world; and, as 
iree discussion was the order, I was opposed both by 
the learned and ignorant, and for real and often imag- 
inary opposition to theii- theones. That Is I was oilen 
called to account for what my auditors ignorantly sup- 
posed to be aiiti-orthodoK positions, but which iu re- 
ality were not, 

I do not doubt but these lect^ircs were productive 
Af somejgood, inasmuch »s they were well attended 
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liy a trulli seeking and truth loving portion of tha 
community. Tliey ceitatnly inculcated a liberal sort 
of doctnne, and their whole tenor was in ojjpositJnn 
to tliat heir-looiQ of heathenism, and catholic religion, 
superstition, Dnring these leistures I found that igno- 
rance was man's strongest enemy, and the prime cause 
of his greatest misfortunes. Superstition was the 
legitimate offspiing of this tyranical monster ; and tint 
much of the so-called ortliodoxical and religious en- 
thusiasm, was the direct result of this remnant of 
heathenism. I found tbat the terms " snpevstition " 
and " religion " were aynomions to a certain extent. 
With a large portion to he religious, was in their esti- 
mation to occupy a position above the worlds and put 
their trust in whatsoever appeared as supGrnatitfal, or 
in other words, fheii" ignoi'ance irresistibly impelled 
them to doubt the known and rely confidingly upon 
the incomprehensible. This class of superstitious 
religionists were continually tormented by vague and 
undefined ideas, or sort of half belief in the existence 
of such supernatural personages as ghosts, witches, 
imps, etc., who they vaguely supposed might exert 
more or less influence on the character and action of 
human beings. This class confidently believed thati 
was the victim of impish incantatioii ; and I do not 
doubt but what many came to see me i'l Ihe honest 
expectation of seeing a vertable habitant of the other 
world, brought forth by some satanic power I was 
supposed to possess. Had I possessed the power 
many auppoHed I did, I should have rapidly converted 
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to apiritu:ilisni many i f ilie moat enihusiastio reli- 
gionists of the country ; for tiiey «'orti so wrapped np 
in superstition as to make it impossible for them to 
doubt the incomprehensible. Their faith in the sii- 
pernatnral -was supported by in'esistable evidence. 
TIjcj saw no divinity in any eompi-eheosive truth. So 
long as spirit existence waa incomprehensible, or only 
substantiated by mysterious assertions found in the 
Bible, they ivere faithful adherents to the doctrine. 
But they str'nuoiisiy opposed any philosophical coi-- 
roboration of this fact, 

Tliey expected to tind me the advocate of the mys- 
terious, they supposed I would naturally pander to 
their fondness for the supernatural by conjuring from 
their graves the ghosts of defunct mortahly. Hence, 
when they found that I opposed Buperstitioii in every 
form, even grappling with their cherlslied doctrines of 
religious faith, by ignoring the onnatural and incom- 
prehensible, by reducing everything to a comprehen- 
sive standard, they made me the vielini of their reli- 
gious anathemas, and with a spu-it of zealous indigna- 
tion, branded me as an infidel, as an opposer of reli- 
gion, and defamer of God's written law. 

This class of individuals were the victims of igno- 
rance, who mistook Pagan superstition for pure reli- 
gion, and their conduct went far to estahlish the uni- 
vevB.iIly conceded fact that the possessiou of knowl- 
edge makes ail the difference there is between the reli- 
gions opinions oi the people of the nuieteenth cen- 
tury and those of the days of Pagan lEonie. 
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It is ati undeniable fact that eveiy ovdhiaiy mind 
is Buperstillons, unless il be refined and exalted by 
education. Hencg, education is as mucli th.o staiulai'd 
of religion as morality. 

Bat the views which I tlien advocated were firmly 
opposed by all classes of i-ellgioniats. My pi-incijiles 
■were far too liberal for Clii-iatians who desired more 
fancy and less fauts, more mystt'iy and less philoso- 
phy; they could not brook ihe idea of reducing the 
mysterioas probability of future existence to a piain 
and comprehensive standard ol' reality, nothing could 
induce them, no matter how sensible or philosophical 
the opposing proof might be, to give up their pet be- 
lief in a literal new Jerusalem, with etreets of gold, 
or the great white throne, around which wouid be 
gathered the nations of the eai'th, singing the song 
of hozanna through all etenuty. I was not opposed 
for teaching immorality, no one ever accused me of 
giviDg utterance to a single immoral sentence. But I 
opposed their dearly cherished ''superstition," sifted 
from the good this remnant of the Pagan eras, there- 
by reducing their religions to a position more practi- 
cal, and more cleai-ly defined thnn their natural regard 
for the supernatiiral could be brought to endorse. 

Of course this position was not universal. Many 
who Ustened to these discomsps were led to consider 
.my position as reasonsble and philosophical. Some 
who had been life-long religionists endeavored to in- 
tiodiice some of the liberal prii'.ciples I advocated 
into, their every-day life, for which noble acts they re- 
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ceived speedy condemnation from the chtireli. The 
fact that I was a medium of some foreign intelli- 
gence was now fully substantiated; no one longer 
pretended (o deny the hypothesis, and from this time 
ibrth I was rid of the obnoxious appellation of " hum- 
bug." 

Dm-iug the time I was engaged in these lectures a 
new phiise of mediiimistic power was iuti-oduced. 
Heretofore I had been iuflueuued by spirits \iho man- 
ifested themselves either by physical tests or theoreti- 
cal discussion. Bnt I was now ocoaaionaliy controlJed 
by what puiported to be the eplrit of an Indian doc- 
toi". My other gifts or manifestations of spirit phe- 
nomena had been ihe means of gaining for me a posi- 
tion of notoriety; but this new phase was a stepping 
stone to popular esteem, and by it all my plana of life 
were destined to be completely revolutionized. Judg- 
ing fi-om the enthusiasm of iny friends, and my rap- 
idly increasing popularity, it was evident that these 
manifestations were fai- more wonderful than any of 
my preceding demonstrations. All were astonished 
at my unerring accuracy in delineations of disease; 
thei'e was no chance for deception. Persons who 
came for examination invariably went away satisfied, 
and though ske^itics tried by various means to dis- 
prove my magnetic abilities or clairvoyant powers, 
they could not turn the incoming tide of intelligent 
favor which was fast swallowing up their ill-conc( ived 
efibrts to fasten on mc the brand of "studied decep- 
tion." It wfts impoasiblo to make those who had 
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tested this new power believe themselves deceivecl, 
or that my delineations were the resnlt of guess work. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



"What I seem; noi- yet a liypocrite, 
But what I am I hnrdlj know," 

,11 WAS now living a wonderful two-fold daily life, 
'11 a 80ft of double existence. Tiie boundary line 
^ which divided my common from my superior con- 
dition, was sharply defiiied. Ordinarily I was a ahy, 
uneducated, hard working mechanic ; but when in my 
superior or psychological condition, I became a re- 
markable intifllectual prodogy. By the assiataiice of 
this new phase of psychological power I was endowed 
with marvelous abilities. I conld delineate with al- 
most unerring accuracy, the physical feeling of every 
applicant. Could locate and deSne every pain human 
flesh was heir to. The human organism became as an 
open book ; and by means of this cldrvoyant inspec- 
tion I ascertMned chat disease was a want of equilib- 
rium in the circulation of the vitalic principles. That 
there was either an esaoess in some organ or locality, 
or else a deficiency. I found ihat the result of the 
former was wli^t was termed acute or inflammatoiy 
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disease, while the latter derangement resulted in 
chronic or snrreplilious ooniplaints, and tiiat each 
form reqiiired veiy different li-eatment from tlie other. 
I saw that one cause often produced various eff.mts, 
and viae versa, that one effect was the result of widely 
different causes. For instance, I discovered that one 
type of fever, though alike in outward appearance, in 
different individuals, was hardly ever the result of the 
same cause. I saw the folly of uniformity of treat- 
ment, for it was evident to my olairvo jant understand- 
ing that in order to permanently remove tlie effect 
the cause must be ei-adleated ; and that where the 
effeet was the result of many different causes, that 
there must necessarily be a difference in treatment to 
effect a removal of the ciiuse aoci create a cure. But 
what was most remarkable and beautiful was the fact 
that, while in my clairvoyant oondilion I seemed to be 
a sortof connecting link between the patient's disease 
and nature's remedy. For each visceral or organio 
deficiency in the human strnctnre, I instinctively per- 
ceived a con-espon cling ageat of gi'atifi cation or resti- 
tution. Even for functional, neryous, or muscular ne- 
I, I oould eaf'ily discover an appropriate and 
ate supjily. By means of this wonderftd power 
of vision I could look through space directly into na- 
ture's laboratory, or even into medical establishments, 
and discover the existence of these various agenta or 
remedies for disease. By these means of observation 
I acquired the common (and even Greek and Latin) 
names of various medicines ; and also, of many parts 
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of the livimati structure. These ■wondei'fitl powers 
greatly astonnded the people, and myself not less 
when not clairvoyant ; for even I had to rely solely 
npon hearsay and gossip for information in regard to 
my own aets. 

The secret of my medical eucoess is simply the 
bringing together of specific medicines to supply a 
philosophical demand, oi' to equalize the miballanced 
vital io priociple. Andyet duringthe first years of my 
medical experience I eoiild not give a satisfactory so- 
lution of my own method. la fact I did not compre- 
hend the fall import of my own perception well 
enough to harmonize their opposites, or form pefect 
connection between disease and nature's remedies. 
The reason was I had not yet reached my present su- 
perior condition, and as I was imperfectly devtloped as 
a clairvoyant the controlling power was unable to 
assume complete control of my oiganism. Prac- 
tice is as much a neessity in clairvoyant prautice 
as any otfier branch of progressive science. 

No sooner had it become noised about that I could 
locate diseases, describe the feelings of patients, and 
analyze and apply curative agencies, than my hei'eto- 
fore quiet home became a central place of attraction 
for the afiiicted. People suiferiiig from all conceiva- 
ble types of physical maladies, came to listen to my 
delineation of their various grievances and learn if I 
could discover in nature's extensive laboratory a heal- 
ing balm for their ills. Many who came before me 
had been given up by the faoalty and their disciples as 
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incurable, but they did not doabt but what a person of 
my wonderful abilities could cure them, and by super- 
natural power Hiiatch them from even the closing jaws 
of death. 

Hence, in the very outset of my career as a practi 
cal physician, I was put to the severest test. Ko one 
denied but my diagiioais of disease was invaiiably 
correct, but my abilities to cure were, to say the least, 
doubtful ; and, therefore, the effect of my prescrip- 
tions were narrowly watched. Probably one reason 
for this close scrutiny was owing to my aptness to pre- 
scribe uuheai-d of remedies ; and another to the fact 
that I went in opposition to scholaslio precedent ; in 
many instances my prescriptions were directly opposed 
to long standing rules of medical practice. For rea- 
sons before mentioned, I utterly ignored all pi-iueiples 
of unilbrmity of practice. I applied my powern for 
the removal of the cause, other practitioners sought to 
move the effect, and therein was the reason for our 



My first case was my brother's lillle child, who had 
trom her birth been afflicted with a scrofulous huraor 
of the blood ; which at this time, had resulted in an 
obnoxious and highly dangerous affection of the head 
and ofiactory membranes and ocouit nerves. Differ- 
ent physicians had been successively baffled in their 
attempt to funsish even the slightest relief. Old wo- 
men of medical proclivities and pretentions, pro- 
nounced her incurable. But contrary to the belief of 
scholarly practitioners or the assertion of old women, 
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my prescviptions proved iiigUy useful, and in due 
tiourae of time, by careful treatment, the supposed in- 
curable child was restored to excellent health. 

Fi'om that time my position as a practical physi- 
cian was fully established and recognized by a large 
portion of the surrounding community. Many placed 
the most implicit confidence in my abilities, which 
confidence, as I added each day new laurels to my 
myatio fame, grew into admiration. But my fame as 
a physician was .subject to inconceivable exageration, 
and occasionally an applicant would come before ma 
who, in consequence of exagerated rumors, honestly 
supposed mo capable of miraculous deeds. On one 
occasion, I remember, an ignorant Hibernian, a victim 
of Catholic superstition, came to get me to go and 
raise iiis " did oiither who was just then died, from 
the grave." This victim of superstition conscienti- 
ousiy believed I had the power of literally raising the 
dead ; " and though he was an extreme he was hardly 
an exception, for there was many more intelligent 
persons who thought me capable of performing won- 
dorf.il and supeniatural feats of wizzard mystery. 

But even during this time, I occasionally experi- 
enced feelings of uncertainty and doubts of the actual 
value and usefulness of ray strange gifts ; and these 
misgivings served to dampen that aspiration which is 
natural to youth. Had it not been for my father and 
the influence of admiring fliends, I think ray dreamy 
and unambitious mind would have led me to have 
ignored my powers. But day by day there was im- 
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perceptibly woven a golden web of sympatlietic inter- 
est and strange mysteiy, wMoh bi-ought me in con- 
tact with numerous intelligent admirers, persons of 
all degrees of intelligence, who valued my rare gifts, 
and extolled in unmeasured terms the good I was do- 
ing ; yet I remained in spirit immoved and sti-ictly 
dispassionate. I experienced no pride, no vanity, no 
ambition for distinction, no fondness for power, no 
desire for wealth, no aspiration for education, iio sen- 
sation of vaunting self-importance, or vanity of posi- 
tion. Calmly flie unseen current of my dispassionate 
soul moved down the stream of life ; from hour to 
hour, from day to day, from week to week, I content- 
edly traveled on without realizing that I was taking a 
single progressive step toward a gi-oater and purer 
psyshological development. Now I toiled and labored 
at my mechanical pursuit for daily bread; and then, 
at the call of the afflicted, I would suffer myself to 
pass into a state of unconsciousness and examine the 
present or absent sick. On being relieved I would go 
out and get a breath of fresh air and return to my 
labor. Thus for months 1 dwelt in this uncertain 
physical valley, wliei-e a gray haze pervaded and be- 
dimed every intellectual object, giving a doubtful ap- 
pearance to my immediate future ; and yet I was un- 
consciously climbing up the mountain of human use- 
fulness. 

Each day was a literal repetition of the preceding. 
The sick came fiom all directions ; poor diseased hu- 
manity, aching, groaning, limping, coughing, dying. 
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MyhotiRe was filled to excess; and snch was the de- 
mand upon my time that I was ibroed to neglect my 
legitimate occupation ; and ray external life was main- 
ly spent in nnconseious slumbei'. 

I could find no time to continae my lectures ; and 
in consequence my father became petulent and dissat- 
isfied. Hia ai'ginnentive spirit saw no beauty in any- 
thing aside from theoiy. Bat the people demanded 
physical not Intellectual assistance; therefore, ho was 
forced to assume a bearing of individual satisfaction^ 
which when he saw my rapid strides toward popular- 
ity became a reality, and in due course of time he be- 
came my heartiest supporter. 

The reader is not to iufer from the above record 
that my psychological career received universal ap- 
proval, or that my popularity was unalloyed by oppo- 
sition, Numerous and intelligent oppoaers, protes- 
aional reien and fashionables, hurled at me the hot shot 
of condemnation. Tlie mysterious phenomena of 
which I was a medium served to excite the curiosity 
of the sui-face population. The heart of the monster 
ignorance, and the prejudice of gloomy religionists, 
was fully aroused. Denominations and individuals 
aiTayed themselves against me, and in their blind zeal 
declared me possessed with the spirit of the " devil." 
They attributed even my most charitable deeds, my 
acts of healing and alleviation of human suffering to 
his Satanic majesty, and pronounced them the result 
of a covei't and malignant design. 

But even these malicious attempts to bring me in- 
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to dbrepnte, proved futile. There were many who 
had received personal proof of my abilities, and these 
were confident that they were not deceived, nor vic- 
tims of eatanio design, and these could not be indaced 
to reiterate the cry of devil. 

In order to make the mysterious phenomena of 
clairvoy.ince more comprehensive and plain to the 
mind of my readers, I will relate the manner and style 
of my iDfliienoe. I was subject to two forms of clair- 
voyant control, which I will terra independent and de- 
pendent elairvoyauoe. Bybecomingpassive and turn- 
ing my thoughts inwardly, so as to shut out of my 
mind the fleeting disturbances and interruptions of the 
outer world, I would pass readily into the former, or 
independent condition. At such times my mind was 
readered incapable of controling the slightest muscle, 
or of realizing any physical sensation, I was utterly 
unconscious of any physical relation. I seemed to ex- 
ist only in spirit, and that spiilt seemed gifted with 
extraordinary powers ; and as I have before stated, 
density was no opposition to vision. I saw things in 
reidity as persons often imagine they do in dreams. 
If I was called upon to investigate a human organism 
I found them as transparent as glass is to the natural 
vision. I could view every separate oi'gan, see the 
operation of every fluid, and easily discern the most 
trivial derangement. At first I supposed there was 
no limit to my visionistic powers, and that distance 
was no impediraent; but I have since learned this 
supposition to be incorrect, but am unable to fnmisb 
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iiiiy plausibio I'easoli for the fact, or even state the exact 
dl-itarice my clairvoyant power of discernment is able 
to extend. I only know that on some occasions I can 
ivander farther away irom actual physical locality than 
others ; consequently I am inclined to the opinion that 
when in thia condition I Bm subject to atmospheric 
relation like an eleotro-tele,a3"aph. 

Some imagine that when in tliia condition that I 
am nearly infinite, that I have prophetic powers, tliat 
I ara all-seeing, and all-knowing, and that thei'e is 
nothing beyond my coinprehension. This idea ia not 
only absurd bnt emphatically etToneous. I can otdy 
discern actualities or bodies liav ing tangible existence. 
Spii'it, or more properly speaking the essence of mini3, 
ie as indiscei-nible to my clairvoyant power as to my 
natural sight. The organic gasses, or at least the 
liner portions of them, are totally invisible to my clair- 
voyant vision. In short, even as an independent 
clairvoyant, I am subject to the immutible law of limit. 
My powers of penetration, and my sense of obaei'va- 
tion, or vision, is simply the result of electric connec- 
tion, between the object contemplated or salijeot of 
obaei-vatioH, and the inner sense of comprehension or 
sight. The connection ia direct The eye, the nat- 
ural medium of sight, is for the time robbed of its 
employment. The philosophy of this electric connec 
tion will be found farther on under the head of "clair- 
voyant powers." 

My dependentclairvoyant abilities differ widely from 
ihe independents Under this influence I am like a spout 
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tliroiigh which flows a current of foreign intelligence. 
When in this condition I am like a somnambulic, per- 
fectly unconscious. I am not only pbysically but 
mentally under magnetic control. I know nothing of 
my sar^ ouQiSiiigSj nor do I retain any remembrance of 
my acts or eayings. It is when in this condition that 
ivhat purports to be spirit communication 8 are re- 
eeivfod. And most of ray professional examinations 
of persons who are diseased ate made while in this 
condition, and are, therefore, the result of observa- 
tion foreign to myself. Daring the first years of my 
professional career these physical examinations pur- 
ported to emanate from the spirit of an Indiaa physi- 
cian, who gave his name as " Walapaca." But at the 
present time thuy are given by another representntivc 
of our red brethren, known by my numerous friends 
as "Owosso," 
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UMEROTJS mystei-iouR psyehologioal occur- 
"] \^ i-enofs, and almost supernatural inoidertls of 
'^J wizzard manifestations, whicli have, from time to 
time, assumed estremtly startling witoh-like phases of 
demonstration, have occurred daring my life, and ai-e 
(jonsideved by many as incomprehensible marvelous 
elucidations of spirit power, and by others as the re- 
sult of satanio agencies. 

Leaving the reader to judge for themselves con- 
cerning the origin of these strange manifestations, I 
will proceed to relate a few of those which can be 
substantiated by living testimony. I will state, how- 
ever, that I believe them to be the result of spint 
electric power. Bat I am not inclined to venture any 
opinion in regard to the cause of these manifestations 
or their probable effect upon the morale of commu- 
nity. I only relate them because they appear to have 
a connetaion with my life, thougli I cannot say they 
have had any inflneuce over my mind or acts. There 
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is another reason for ray giving them publicity, and 
that is to rob theia of their false additions, exagera- 
tiona, and mysterious ingredients, for like the " three 
blact crows," they have, by frequent relation, grown 
to be stupendous accounts of hobgoblin mystery. 

The first of these strange manifost'itious occurred 
during the third year of my inoi^iumistic career. On 
the evenmg in question -a company of ray young 
friends had called upon me for an hourg social con- 
versation. Having eshaiistt'd the gossip of the neigh- 
borhood, some one proposed as a change of pro- 
gramme, to form a circle and see what manner of 
communication we could get from the spirit world. 
All readily consented to this proposiiion, and with the 
exception of a semi-idiotic young man, who was then 
in my employ, every individual of the company con- 
nected themselves with the circle. Manifesiati(ms of 
spirit presence was soon received, and for some time 
we indulged our fondness for the marvelous, by tiie not 
then unusual occupation of fortune telling. But even 
this sort of doubtful amusement did not satisfy our 
unreasonable desires for mysteiy. Some one formally 
asked the spirits if we could not receive a manfesta- 
tion from the woman, or to use the common expres- 
sion, the " Witoh of Endor." This request was en- 
tirely a thoughtless one, and not an individual present 
had the remotest idea that it would be attended with 
any result whatevei-. Nor do I to-day believe that 
the manifestations then received emans;ted ii-om the 
"Witch of Endor, but ii-om a combination of tpirita, 
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who^ie sentiments were congenial to our own. We 
were young nnH thoughtless ; we ile>ired weird and 
mysterious manifestaUous, and we got just what our 
flionghtleaa minds craved. 

No aootier was the request made than a peculiar, 
and with the exception of myself and wife, startling 
synsation was experienced by every member of the 
circle. Our hands were pressed down npon the table 
with irresistible force. In vain we tried to wrench 
them from the vice-!ihe grip of the nnseen pow<'r. 
Each called upon the other for assistance; bnt all 
were alike powerless to render any aid. Soon the 
table began a rapid gyration around the room. No 
one had the power to resist, but all were involunta- 
rily impelled to follow tbe senseless article of furni- 
ture in its fantastic perambulations. Now commenced 
a complication of weird manifestations. Chairs and 
otiier light articles of furniture were hurled hither and 
thither aboutthe room with fierce velocity, and la close 
proximity to our unguarded craniums. In the miJst of 
this wild turmoil the lights had become extinguished, 
leaving ns enveloped in impenetrable darkness. 
Doors were opened and shut, and for a time it seemed 
^ if the bouse would be rent to pieces and come crash- 
ing in upon ns. The poor frightened half idiot, being 
tie only person free, was swiftly harrying from door to 
door in a vain endeavor to fly from, the ghostly scene ; 
but though not a door was fastened, still he was una- 
ble to leave the room. Lond raps were beard to 
issue from all parts of the room, and the window 
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shook as if im^er the hiflaeiice of an luin-ioaTie power. 
This very strange phenomena lasted for some tweoty 
minutes, when, as sudden as the Tieitation came, aa 
quick and noiseless it departed. An almost painful 
silence followed the abrupt withdrawal of the myste- 
rious power, and for a while we stood where the influ- 
ence had left us, a sileot awe-sti-uek group, in antici- 
pation of a recurrence of the scene. But there was 
no farther demonstration given. A lig'it revealed to 
U3 the most astonishing phase of the mauifestation ; 
we expected to find every article of furniture in a state 
of complete disovdev, but ynu can imagine our con- 
sternation when on iuap.'ction we found that not an 
article appeared to have been disturbed. This fact 
completely bewildered our minds and gave rise to an 
unanswerable set of conjectures. Was it hallucina- 
tion of mind? phantasm of brain? had our imagina- 
tion conjured out of nothing all this wild turmoil? 
Or was it really a manifestation of witch powers ? 
These "were agitated but undecided queries with us. 
For certain reasons we agreed to keep silent about the 
visitation, and from tliat day to this the real facta 
were never known. Btit somehow strange stoi-ies 
were circulated, which, for a wouder, fell far short of 
the real facta in point of mystery. 

This in one point was ihe most startling phase of 
spirit eleoti'io power I ever witnessed, I never before 
or since saw such a manifestation of apparent muscu- 
lar strength. There were seven individuals held by 
magnetic power aside from the electric force used to 
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])i-oduee the various other forms of demonstration. 
I never attached any merit to these wizard mani- 
festations. They only apptialed to a morbid desire for 
mjstery; and had it been in my power I should have 
rid myself ofthem entirely, but for some unaccountable 
reasonlhave been, all throngli my psychological cai-eer, 
occasionally tormented by evil epirils, or by useless 
manifestations of spirit power, which while they have 
doue no material damage to the cause have been a 
source of individual annoyance and false representa- 
tions. These manifestations were mostly nnsought, 
and would make their appearance when least expected. 
I have often been startled out of profound sleep by 
loud raps on my pillow ; have had articles of furni- 
ture burled at my head when quietly conversing on 
ordinary topics with friends, and on one occasion was 
driven out of my oifice and kept out all day by a be- 
witched eounter-brush, which seemed bent on doing 
me personal injury. My home has always been a sort 
of depot of mystery, and looked upon by the super- 
stitious as being haunted on account of these strange 
noises. Sometimes even the most trivial eironmstance 
would be contorted into hobgoblin mystery. Many 
of these startling stories were sheer fabrication, and 
even those which had a fowndafjon of truth were sub- 
ject to stupendous exageration. 

As a fair sample of this aptness to exngerate, I 
1 will give the actual truth, and also the false report 
concerning what is known as the white mouse phe- 
The real facts of the case were these : 
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During the fall and winter of 1354 the inmates of my 
hotise were more or kss annoyed by a stviinge and 
incomprehensible noise, which apparently emanated 
from some invisible agency. This noise was an appa- 
rent imitation of human singing or humming, in a low 
indistinct key. But the greatest pe(;nliarity about it 
was the impossibiiity to locate tbe exaut point from 
which the sound proceeded. At times it would ap- 
pear to be in the most remote room of the bouse, then 
it would be suddenly heard in the midst of the com- 
pany; again it would appear to issue from the clock, 
pantry, bureau drawers, and other strange parts. The 
rapidity of theae changes was what made thepheuom- 
etia so mysterious. For a long time the probable 
cause of this sound was a matter of conjecture. 
Many who heard them quoted them as spirit maniles- 
tations. The mystery was atlast divulged One eve- 
ning, while a party of yoong friends were present, a 
beautiful white mouse was seen to run across the floor 
and take refuge in the pai:try. His beauty and novel 
appearance created a desire for his eaptiii'e, and in- 
stantly the whole company gave chaae. After consid- 
erable search be was brought to bey in one corner of 
the room, and just as his pursuers supposed his cap- 
ture ceitiiin, he threw them off their guard by a free 
exhibition of his wonderful vocal powers. For a mo- 
ment he gave utterance to the eann! humming music 
that had been so long a subject of mystery, then sud- 
denly takhig advantage of the spell his display had 
caused among his would-be captors, he succeeded in 
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milking good bis oscape. Nothing more was ever 
seen of the mouse, nof was the ni.usio ever after 
heai-d. 

This monse was certainly a wonderful creature, 
and was probably a member of some rare specie of 
the animal kingdom, His vocal powers were like 
those of the common treo-toai^, naturally venti-ilo que nt, 
which wonld account, for the apparent rapid change of 
locality. 

From this extremely trivial oiroumstaiice of the 
singing mouse, iium.ei'ons phantom stories were circu- 
lated. The singing was pui-ported to be an exact/ac 
simile of the hnman voi^e; and it was even said that 
songs and hymns were sang in most beautiful style. 
The poor mouse was reported to be everywhere pres- 
ent and capable of going in and out of trunks and 
drawers, through the key-hole, and of doing a hand- 
rod other impossible feats. Even after the mouse was 
fonnd to be the oanse of the music, some of the more 
fanatical believers of spiiit power, argued that it w^ 
a messenger sent by the spirits, but for what purpose 
it was sent, fchey were unaiile to determine. I always 
considered it as a natui'al phenomena, and 1 only 
ppeab of it to illustrate the tendency of the human 
mind to a belief in the marvelous. And I note as one 
of many similar instances which ha?e occurred during 
my mediumistic career. 

Probably the most apparently supernatural occur- 
rence that has occurred in connection with my life is 
the child-crying plienoraena of a more recent date, 

iiMP^h, Google 



AUTOBIOGBAPHY ( 



TIlis manifestation has oocurred at diifereiit periods 
for several Baceessive yearfi,aTid thus fei' it lias. bikS-fta 
the closest iiivestigtition. I first heard it shortly after 
my remoTal to my present place of business ; at first 
it appeared to be confined to one of the lower apart- 
ments of the house, and sounded like the loud crying 
of a child in gi-eat distress. It has been as often 
heai-d in the day time as in the night; in fact there is 
no regiilai-ity of occurrence, nor no apparent choice 
of persooa. Strangers have heard it and snppo:ed it 
the aotaal crying of a living infant More recently it 
has been heard in other parts of the house. No 
ghostly appearance of a child has ever been witnessed 
in connection with the sound. It is altogether an in- 
comprehensible phenomena, and thongh there has 
been various conjectures as to the probable cause of 
the strange visitation, there has never been any plau- 
sible or rather practical solution of the affair, and at 
the present time it has ceased to even be a subject of 
wonder. 

As I have said, these, with vai-ious other weird 
manilestations have, from time to time, unsought, ap- 
peared in connection with my other mediumiatio pow- 
ers. The question naturally ai'ises in regard to the 
reason why these phenomena should manifest them- 
selves at such unreasonable times and when least ex- 
pected ? The solution to this query is perfectly plii- 
losophical, and the reason for these unsought manifes- 
talion^^, (I refer to the phenomena of the raps and like 
manifestations) is because I am naturally and altern- 
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alely po^7erfully snrchargerl with vital magnetieni nuA 
vital electricity. Magnetism, wdich ia positive, and 
electricity, which is negative, will at different times 
piepoiidecate or aMsume the ascendency in my system. 
When vital electricity predominates the raps may 
be produced. At these limes my system is like the 
electric power of the torpedo ee!, and is capable .of 
discharging a small volume or current of vital elec- 
tricity, which, by coming in sudden contact with the 
cleetrieity of the atmosphere, causes by concussion 
the phenomena of the raps. The phenomena of arti- 
cles being thrown towards me is cEused by a prepon- 
dereiice of vita! miignotism in my system, aided by 
spirit power. The direction of these projecfjles ia al- 
most invariably determined by my pi'esent electrical 
or magnetical condition. When the magnetical is 
in the ascendency their movements are toward my- 
self; hot when the electrical condition preponderates 
tliey are moved in an opposite direction, and their 
movement is caused by the power of confined vital 
electricity seeking its equilibrium in the external atmos- 
phere. This phenomena is not entirely an unusual 
occurrence. There are many individuals who are 
effected in like manner; but by their similarity, it is 
evident that certain conditions of mind and body are 
necessaiy to produce the phenomena, and this fact 
explains why these mysterious manifestations are con- 
fined to cei tain persons and localities. 
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8 ROM ihe dnto of my first cidrv oy ant examination 
as evident — as I have before stated— -tliat this 
peculiar magnetic gift was destined to completely 
revolutionize my supposed prospects of life. My clair- 
voyant examinatioBH of the sick were gradually be- 
coming more frejjnent, and as we had settled upon foe 
for that kind of professional service, correspond in gly 
profitable. Applicants -were daily becoming more nu- 
merous, until such was the demand upon my time that 
I foimd it impossible to give my attention to any other 
branch of businesR. My time was divided between 
the liibor of prepaiing medical compounds and exam- 
ination of new cases, and aleo an occasional sitting 
for the less beneficial pui-pose of furnishing test? for 
incredidons investigators. Internally there had dawn- 
ed upon me clearer, blighter, truer prospects of 
life, hilt extei-nslly I remained dull-headed, mystified, 
and apprehensive. In the secret seclusion of internal 
thought, I felt the sacred inflnence of noble aspirations, 
and a calm confidence in the unknown" future. But, 
nn-ing to Ihe advice and outspoken opprobrinm of 
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oiJicious acquaintances, I was retarded from giving 
external expressions to my nobler aspirations. Sub- 
jeetetl to tlie biiffediifra of an opinionating community, 
my daily life was fyr fi'om oheerfiiL Some contended 
that these psychological visitations "would make me 
sick ;" others, " that I would beeome crazy ;" some 
told me I was a " lool," and others still looked upon 
me as a liumbug — a cheat — an impostor. But the day 
had gone by for such itiferences to disturb the equi- 
librium of my internal thought. Past experience had 
proven that my health was not endangered ; nor could 
I disiierii any prognostication of probable insanity. 
Externally, I knew, there was a probable gi'oimd for 
the appellation of fool ; but who, thought I, is com- 
petent to analyze my interior thoughts? .Was not my 
fast increasing popularity a sufficient denia! of the 
malicious accusation of imposition ? Beside, had not 
my medical treatment proved a complete success, and 
a subject of wonder ? Unsought testimonials began 
coming into my possession, sent as mementoes of 
hean-felt gratitude, from tho.se who had been recipi- 
ents of glorious bem,'ijts as the proceeds of my mystic 
power. Reaaon and philosophy were powerful cham- 
pious of my peculiar gifts, and every day acienlifie 
resciarcli was revealing new proof, and destroying the 
argument of opposilion. And so, relying upon the 
better promptings of my own internal thoughts, I 
continued to gradually ascend the ragged mountain of 
usefulness. A feiding of tranquility at this time per- 
vadud my whole liie. My mind was allowed to roam, 
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free and nntrammeled, through the Elysian flekla of 
thougint, and though my ideas were crude and uncer- 
tain, they were none the less pleasurable. Kew fields 
of usefulness were opening to view; ray mind was 
undergoing a rapid change; fonnerly I had looked 
1 pon every occupation aside from manual toil, as ef- 
ftminate, and beneath the dignity of muscular man- 
hood. But now I recognized that I had a mission to 
pei-forin—a mysterious psychological mission— of gi'eat 
practical worth to the human family. I was now hap- 
pier than formerly, for I Raw a work to do. In this 
mission of active effort I discovered anew significance 
in life. I found that the hitherto indefinable mystery 
of my life was capable of being the means of a degree 
of human happiness ; and gladdened by these thoughts 
[ felt my sympathies going out towards all the human 
race. In my own heart I resolved that the scoffs of 
the ignorant siiould no longer divert me from the path 
of apparent duty. 

Let the reader now glide with nie over twelve 
months of ceaseless, unvarying labor. During this 
time I spent from four to six hours per day in an un- 
conscious condition of psychology. My house had 
been converted into a medical laboratory and dispen- 
saiy; on every hand the olfactory organs of visitors 
woidd be greeted with the sti'ong fi-agrance of med- 
icinal preparations. Numerous employees were en- 
gaged in gathering from the garden of nature balms 
for human ills. Applicants were daily becoming more 
, and the confidence of the public eorrea- 
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pondinjrly firm. Professional opposers, finding tbat 
tlieir anatlieiiina could not beat back the incoming and 
fast increasing tide of popularity, looked on with sul- 
len indifferetice. Ami llius, by simply following the 
vecommcLidations of a well-ea;ned reputation, I laid 
tbe foundation of future success as a practical pliyai- 

Numerous invitations to visit other localities cre- 
ated a desire in the unstable mind of my father for a 
wider field of operations; and as I admitted him to 
act as adviser and general master of ceremonies, I at 
once agreed to go wherever his judgment might dic- 
tate. It was accordingly arranged that I should make 
periodical visits to varions places along the line of the 
Michigan Southern a,nd Northern Indiana R. R., and 
that on these visits my father should officiate as right- 
hand man. Our first halt was in the beaatlful and pic- 
turesque city of Adrian. There we met a large circle 
of liberal minded, intelligent representatives of spirit- 
ual progress — noble men and women whose jiearts 
were free from the confining power of Hmidng Bccta- 
liauism — who received us as co-laborers in the cause 
of truth. Men of iuteUigence, ihough sceptics in be- 
lief, who visited us were astonished to find in me — a 
still bashful, awkward youth — such apparent depth of 
scientific knowledge; and many who had before con- 
scientiously supposed me an impostor — a trickster — 
were forced to admit that their former suppositions 
were erroneous. Professional disciples of Esculapius 
were invited lo test my medical abilities and myster- 
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iou8 knowledge of human anatomy. Triumphantly 
and calmly my unseen guide bore me through this 
ordeal of studied and intelligent, iuTeatigation, and 
every day new accessions were added to our long list 
of admiring friends. For two weeks we lingered in 
in this atmosphere of appreciated fiatcmal love; and 
when wo left we received the earnest God speed of 
many eherished and unforgiittcn friends. We next 
visited Coldwaler, White Pigeon, and several other 
places; and ia each placewemet with the same warm- 
hearted greeting and bestowsil of fraternal friendship. 
By this trip numerous additions were made to our al- 
ready long list of patients, and I found, on my return 
home, that it would he impossible for me to properly 
attend^to the wants of numerous applicants. I was, 
therefore, forced to call upon the psychological assist- 
ance of my wife, who, the reader will remember, had 
sometime before been developed as a "dependant 
clairvoyant." 

Personally, I was much benefited by this sojonrn 
among strangers, as it gave me a chance of m'akinga 
more comprehensive inspection of external life than 
I had ever before enjoyed. My knowledgeof human- 
ity in the aggregate was, in view of my life-long se- 
clusion fiom the world, extremely limited ; and in my 
ignorance I bad formed some very erroneous ideas of 
human dignity. I had learned to look upon a man of 
educalion as an awe-in>^piring object of superiority, 
and honesily expected to find snch persons wrapped 
ill a mail of impenatrable dignity, and unbending self- 
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importance. But during iny five weeka of absence, I 
had met and eon*ersed witli many men of reiined in- 
tclligence, but nowhere had I found my ideal of self- 
important arrogance in connection with education 
On the other hand, I diSLoveiel that ignorance and 
self-tionceit were invaiubly hibitints of the s'tme 
mind. It was from this lattei class that I in^aiiUily 
met with the strongest, raosi, uncompK miMog opposi 
tion. It was they who huiled the hit shot ot abiide, 
and vociferated the ciy of de-sil, wliile men of intelli- 
gence quietly investigated the phenomena. Beside 
these jast conclusions in regard to human character- 
istics — which were of much educational benefit to my 
unenlightened mind — I learned much of the outside 
ap|>earance of genteel sooiety, and as I made a point 
to practice what I had gained in theory, many of my 
boorish habits of country yecdanoy were trained into 
acts of gentility. 

In consequence of my observations and my exper- 
ience of appreciated fi'iendship, I began to fee! a sort 
of pride for ray wonderful endowments, and an out- 
cropping aspiration for future renown began to send 
forth puny sprouts of germinating ambition, ■which 
heretofore had lain dormant in my mind. I suddenly 
saw that wealth was a powerful auxiliary of earthly 
happiness, and I naturaUy began to consider in my 
own mind how I could best employ ray psychological 
gifts so as to accumulate worldly independence. I saw 
only one way this could be accomplished. People 
were fond of niystei-y, and my past experience had 
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proven that if I would cnnfino myself to the province 
of foi'tunc- telling and like proceeding', that I would 
meet with no difficulty in amassing a comparative for- 
tune. Consequently I resolved that I would quietly 
eourtnotoriety asarevealer of the future. I imagined 
no opposition to this arrangement outside of the op- 
poBition of friends ; bnt, as the sequel will prove, this 
conclusion was a decided mistake, and I found that I 
was destined to meet uncontrollable opposition to 
these objectionable proceedings from an entirely un- 
expected source. My gnide — Walapaua — had once 
or twice warned me of peremptorial withdrawal of in- 
fluence in case of an attempt at perversion of my 
powers, and no sooner did I commence to put my late 
resolulJon into practice than he armounoed an unqual- 
ified determination to put his threat in execution. At 
first I did not believe he bad the power to rob me of 
my psychological abilities ; but even in tbis I was mis- 
taken. He said I should lose mypowerfor one month 
from a certain date, and when that diiy arrived I 
found on trial that I was as impervious to magnetic 
inflnence as ever was the most positive inagnetiaer in 
existence. During ibis month of quietude I bitterly 
repented the folly that had brought about this state 
of affairs. My wife was foi'ced to make all profes- 
sional examinations of patients, while I, with as mnch 
calmness as I could muster, waited patiently for a re- 
newal of my now more than ever cherished clairvoy- 
ant powers. Tbis circumstance of loss of influence, 
went far to establif^h a belief in my mind in the phe- 
nomena of spirit commnnication. 
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Heretofore I had neither dented nor admitted any 
belief in the doctrine of spiritualism, and in my own 
mind I was not conscione of any settled co -viutioii, 
either pro or con. I knew that spirit nlainied to in- 
fliience me, and this claim in some instances appeared 
lo be substantiated beyond cavil or doubt. But at 
tho same time I supposed myself capable of indepen- 
dent clairvoyance — supposed that, at my own pleasnie, 
I could enter into a superior condition of psychology 
independent of any foreign apsistance. But here was 
positive and convincingproof to thecontrary. Apei-- 
son purporting to be a spirit had declared that I .'■liould 
lose my psjchologicai powei-s for one month ; he had 
even specified the day this loss should take place, and 
the reasons therefor; had told when it should return; 
and all through the affair there was displayed an un- 
mistakahle manifestation of intelHgenoe. After a 
careful iuvestigaiion, I was forced to admit two fully 
substantiated facts: tirst, that spiiits could by mag- 
nelic power control me ; secondly, that there was no 
such thing as an independent clairvoyant, and that in 
all cases there must be a positive operator, in some 
form or otlier. That operator, in my case, was a dis- 
embodied spirit. 
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CHAPTER Xri. 



' COERESPOND- 



IY CLAIRVOYANT powers retarned on the 
day {ii'omif-eil, precisely as my guide Wainpaea 
'had foretold, and I at once resumed my foriiKr 
mystic operalions. For tliree years follov.'iiig this 
eveot my life was but a monotonous repetition of med- 
ical practice, utterly devoid of unusual incidents. 
During tills time I had steadily advanced towards 
public esteem, and by a persistent adherence to my 
apparent mission, and nn unflinching application of my 
marvelous powers', had won not only a professional 
position, but the confidence of all classes of people. 
Even praciical M. D,"s of the Old School recognized 
nte as a legitimate representative of EscMlajrius, and 
occasionally came to me for counsel and advice. Sci- 
entific opposition had everywhere been met by scien- 
tific and unimpeachable ti-ulhe. Ckirvoj'anee was 
admitted as a science, and spirilnal'sm numbered its 
advocates by thonsands ; among whom were the great- 
est intellects and men of the deepest scientiiie educa- 
tion. Reason, I'eligion, research, 'and philosophical 
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investigation unwittingly contributed iindeinablc proof 
of spirit power and existence. 

But my greatest atrengih lay in my own acts. Ho 
one could ai;eouiit for my uiai'velone powers, only by 
admitting me to be the medium of some foreign iigen- 
cy. I examined persons who were absent as well as 
those who were present, and inedically treated hun- 
dre<ls of individuals whom I had never seen. Every 
day I was in receipt of numerous letters from all pans 
of the country, containing simply the name, ago, and 
resideiieo of the applicant. This wii.i all I desired lo 
insure a correct diagnosia; which, with the aid of a 
scribe, was written down as given by me, and forward- 
ed back as the res-ult of examination. This was the 
most astonishing part oi my peculiar powers, as it 
effectually di^proved the absun^ theory of sympathelic 
connections, which some strongly advocated as the 
secret of my ability to correctly examine persons when 
present. And as these oppo^ers found that tbeir pet 
theory of " sympathetic relation" was insufficient as a 
basis of aigiiment, they unqualifiedly asseiUd my 
written examinations to be the rt'snlt of guess-work ; 
and at otice set about the task of collecting actu -1 
proof of their asferiions. 

One day I received alellcreonlainingsill necessary 
requirements and (he ordinary lee, with a request for 
an immediate I xnminaiion of the person, whom the 
letter re|)orted as being dangerously ill, and in great 
want of immediate treatment. As ushp.I, this case 
was euhniitted lo my claii'voyant iuepection. I soon 
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discovered the iniiividunl, and found liiiu sufi'ering 
from a comljii.'atioii of physical derangements, and 
that his disease had a dedtled ttndeiioy toward coii- 
siiinptioi). I also saw tliaC he could be considerably 
helped -pprhaps nearly cured — by one prescription, 
hence I proceeded to specify the medicine. My scribe, 
■who had written dowa the examination, sent that 
along witii the presi^ription to ihe individaal wlio, ao 
cording to the letter, liad wi-itten for his Buffei'iiig 
friend. 

Let tile reader judge of my surprise and indigna- 
tion upon receiving a leUer staiiiig that Mr. Burnham 
(the person I had examined), was a man in the enjoy- 
ment of more than ordinary good health; that there 
■was no signs of consumption or any other disease 
about bim; that as far as he Itnow he was perfectly 
well, and that they had only written to me to prove 
just what they had proven, namely r that so far as my 
written examinations were concerned I was purely a 

The result of this examination was heralded all 
over ihe country, and so far as appearances were con- 
cerned, the aifair was wholly against clairvoyance. 
But the joy of my opposera was of short duration. 
There suddenly sprung up a new phase to the affair, 
which in some respects was quite startling, even to 
iho parties concerned. In (he first place, Mr. Burn- 
ham, whn reported himself as being " perfectly well," 
was wilhin a week from the date of my examination 
attacked with an unexpected combination of diseases, 
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which at last tei-minaled in consumption ; and in less 
than six mouths he found it necessary to apply the 
very prescription I had sent iiim. Secondly, it was 
soon ascBFtained by some of my friends, that there 
resided in tlie same town another individual by the 
name of Buraham, who at the time of the examination 
was suffering with the complaints I had described. 
In all probability, this person wii.-. the one whom I first 
examined, for on examination I found his condition 
unchanged. This supposition is perfectly reasonable. 
I had been furnished with the name, age, and resi- 
dence of an individual who Tva« said to be suffering 
from a disease, and taking it for gi-anted that this 
statement was trne, my g'lide songlit for a person an- 
swering to the name, age, andotherdescriptiim, with- 
out stopping to examine the real motives of the writer, 
or even supposing there could be a mistake. The 
person sought was found; his name was Bumham ; 
the age given in the letter was the probable age of 
this person ; he was a resident of the town in which 
it was said this Mr, Burnham resided ; and, moi-eover, 
this person was " dangerously ill, and in gi-eat want 
of immediate treatment." 

Everything corresponded to directions in letter, 
and my goide sought for a person answering to the 
description given the same as any person would who 
was following the du'ections of a third party, iu a sim- 
ilar instance ; finding the facts to lie true, to the wiit- 
ot's direction, he had no reasons for cnijuiring into his 
motives, therefore naturally fell into error. Had he 
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found the other Burnliarii first, the cise would liave 
been difibreiit, and lie would have considered the let- 
ter in part a tissue of fiilseliood, and this would have 
led to an investigation of tlie author's motive for 

This case in the end provud to be more beneficial 
to me than injurious, iuasinanh as it furnished a chance 
for self-viiidioation, aud led to a more extended knowl- 
edge of the prinoiples of clairvoyance, which by many 
■was looked upon as being a power nearly akin to the 
infinite, and therefore incapable of error. 

The reader ia supposed to know by this time the 
leading traits of my mental organization. Perhaps 
the strongest element was an almost irresistible im- 
pulse to respond to demands made upon my time by 
snffiirlng humanity. On receifing a letter from a 
stranger appealing for relief from snme tiial or dis- 
ease, I would be immtidiately disposed to return a 
humane and beneficial answer — oftimes in direct vio- 
lation of the law of self-justice and self-preseiTation. 
Tnis natural proelivi'y exposed me to much imposition 
and annoyance. Tet I have no desire that I should 
by nature be less disposed to universal good-will, for 
in this principle I have found the germ of all my earth- 
ly happiness, and I would rather be the victim of an 
occasional imposition, and suffer the annoyance there- 
from than to feel tliati was by nature selfish. 

My fame as a clairvoyant, and the great scarcity 
at that time of similarly endowed persons, brought me 
scores upon scores of letters from all classes of per- 
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soaf". The greater portion were from persons wbo 
were Iiiilf ^ick or half dead with various di^eaaos. 
These desired examination and medioid treatment, 
and were always promptly attended to. JJut besides 
these, I was in dailyreoeipt of letters coniaining every 
conceivable shade of Bcientiflc, histoiical, domestic, 
and philosophical inquiry — never imparting a particle 
of ill formation, butasking innumerable questions about 
all sorts of out-of-the-way and never- before -thought-of 
subjects. If the task of spelling and reading these 
epistles was arduous, as it was, how shall 1 descritje 
the toiling that was necessary to answer ihem ? From 
one correspondent's letter I extract the following: 
Michigan, 1800. 
" Mt Deae Sie : — I feel forced to seek some more 
information from you, for I am In a great dilemma. 
It appears that the spirits are deteiTniued not to leave 
me. Why tliey should torment me thus is more tlnm 
I can uiidei'stand, I want to know what I can do to 
get rid ot them. I am confident that you have the 
power to exDrcise them; and now if you will enable 
me to become once more free from their influence, I 
will pay you for your trouble. Please answer me 
soon. Yours, &c." 

I had received a former letter fi'om this individual, 
in which he bad stated that he believed himself sus- 
ceptible to spirit influence, and he desired me to send 
him a formula of the modus operandi necessary to his 
development. This I haJ^ done. He was now tired 
of ihe iufliienoe, and desired to be ridof hisaltogttlier 
too attentive spirit friends. My reply was that I had 
DO power to exorcise spirits — ^that all my time was 
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occupied ill exaraiiiing the sick — that the spirits would 
not hurt him — and that if he really desired to be free, 
he could be by simply asserting a man-like eti-etigth 
of purpose. Ten days later the post biougiit nie an- 
other letter from the same person, in which he said : 

" All hope is lost. I am a ruined man — a victim of 
infernal witchcraft! Had I not listened to your coun- 
sel, I should have to-day been free from the machina- 
tions of the devil, and tliere would have been a hope 
of salvation; but by your infernal powers I am de- 
barred from the Church, and made the subject of the 
devil." 

And thus did the half craaed mau rail against me. 
Evidendy he was the victim of priestly influence, and 
had been made to believe that these spirit manifesta- 
tions were the workings of evil spirits, who were bent 
upoD his destruction. To these rantings I made no 
reply, for I saw that the man was too ignorant to com- 
prehend an explanalion. Next I would read over a 
package of fifty letters containing reasonable inquiries, 
and then there would eonie a request of this kind : 
DKTEorr, Mich. 

" Respbctbd Sir : — I have been informed that you 
can tell the past and tuture of all persons' lives, aiid I 
have determined to consult you, and see if you can 
tell the past eveiits, and also the ihiugs pei'taining to 
the future in my lite. I want to know if the contents 
of the letter 1 have just received are trae, or is it de- 
ception ; and if true, can you tell mc where it came 
froui ? Is my husband true to rae ? Will he ont-live 
me ? Will my future life be more happy than my past 
bas besn ? Kow, for G-od's sake, do not deceive nie, 
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but tell me all about myself, and I will believe you to 
be tho most wonderi'u! man living. 

With great respect, &c." 

My only reply to this was that I did not undeitake 
to reveii! the future, and -that, in rav estimation, all 
pretended fortune-tellers were arrant knaves. 

Almost every day I was in receipt of letters coe- 
taining questions like the following: 

" If I make an investment in the C stock 

eompany, will I receive pecuniary proSt?" "Can 
you tell me where I can negotiate a loan on the secu- 
rities in my possession ?" " Will ray present matri- 
monial prospects be a success ?" " Can you at any 
time, and on short notice, determine the state of the 
markets ? " And so on to an inconceivable extent. 

To have answered one-half of the questions asked 
would have required almost infinite knowledge ; yet 
the writers honestly supposed me equal to the task. 
Let the reader bear in remembrance, while glancing 
over these few " wants" from the world that I have 
been the d^ly recipient of similar demands for twelve 
years, and you can then form some idea of the amount 
accumulated, and the consequent troubles and trials 
to which I have been exposed. One more illustration 
from this heterogeneous mass of correspondence will 
suffice ; 

Db. D. B. Kellogg, Sir: — Pardon a stranger's 
writing to you upon a personal subject. But as I 
have heard of your wonderful power, I thought per- 
haps you might be able to help me oat of a great 
irouhle. I am a bunted criminal, If I am captured 
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I shall be iticarcerated for life. Iliavefor six months 
eluddtl pursuit; but 1 am now fearful of bein^ taken, 
for I have reason to believe the offioers of t!ie law 
have discovered my whereabouts, and what I want 
yoH to do ia to tell me where I shall go to be safe. I 
am confident you cat! do this if yon will; so I hope 
yoa will not let conscientious scrtiples lebar you from 
aiding a persecuted fellow being, but tell me at once 
where I shall flee." 

This letter was never answered, anil it is only one 
of several of like description. Thus, dear reader, 1 
lived, a subject of continual misrepresentation — a be- 
in^ of finite powers, supjiosod, even by men of intel- 
ligence, to be endowed with supernatural abilities. 

How long will the science of spiritualism remain 
a mystery to the world? 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



jIn the apriiig of 1865 I executed a secrelly pre- 
'11 meditated idea of change of residence. My 
reasons for this remove was owing to my rapid 
increase in husiness and the inconvenience of my pre- 
sent locality. I was every day sending medicines to 
ali parts of the country by express, and as it was six 
miles to the nearest express office, the taslt was neith- 
er pleasant nor profitable. Besides this, my fame for 
removing cancers was causing a rapid increase of 
practice in this direction, it became absolutely necea- 
sary i'or rae to enlarge my infirmaiy conveniences. 
But where to go was the question. I had numerous 
warm friends who desired me to open an office in the 
thriving city of Tpsilauti. But somehow my own 
iiiolinations prompted me to take up my abode in Ann 
Arbor. This place I knew to be the great northwest- 
ern emporium of medical knowledge ; I farther knew 
that two or three clairvoyant physicians had underta- 
ken to locate there but had ingloriously failed. But, 
notwithstanding these facts, I resolved to take up my 
residence there, snd trust myself to the -tender merciaa 
of an inteUigont comHwaity. 
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My reception to the new home was not on!y pleas- 
ant bnt entirely unexpected, and I looked upon it as a 
bviliiatit foreshadowing of the future. Kumova of my 
coining had gone before me, and on ray ariival I found 
quite a respectfnl gathering of people, who were all 
anxious to get a glimpse of the " mysterious doctor," 
and have an examination of their caie. Anxious to 
please I at once threw aside my coat, entered the 
oiBoe which had been prepared for me, and began my 
mystic labors. Every person, even those who were 
skeptical in belief, were satisfied with my ability, con- 
sequently my reputation as a physician was at once 
established, I here, as usual, courted investigation, and 
publicly announced that 1 desired to he tested by the 
aeientiiic world. This announcement brought before 
me men of professional education, scientific doctors, 
and even members of the Faculty. Bnt after a few 
sittings they quietly withdrew apparently satisfied 
that I was, as far as possible, master of my profession, 
and the medium of a medical knowledge of no mean 
pretentions ; and they no doubt saw that the ?ppella- 
tioii of "quack" would hardly be applicable in my 
case on account of the great number of favorable tes- 
timonials in my possession, and my mysterious capa- 
bility to render correct diagnosis of disease and ana- 
lytical knowledge of medical properties. 

And here I have since remained, the daify recipi- 
ent of many kind favors. But what gives me the 
greatest amount of unalloyed satisfaction is the knowl- 
edge tliat my ardoiis labors have been appreciated by 
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3 just community. When worn out with continuous 
toil, I find a balm lo my care worn spirit in listening 
to the voluntary outpoinlng of a heart-folt gratitude, 
coming from some former suffering fellow being who 
has, through my agency, been restored to health and 
the happiness of life. 

In this mission I feel I have found (he acme of my 
soul's aspiration. In my present capacity aU the bet- 
ter promptings of my nature are brought in play. 
Hence, I have, for several years, ceased to make any 
endeavor for any further psychological advancement. 
My operations at present are carried on by means of 
dependent claiiToyance ; and to arrive at this pecu- 
liar psychological state I have been forced to pass 
through all the lower order of spiritual influences, as 
the reader who has read the previous pages, must 
have discovered. It will he seen that my present po- 
sition is but the result of psychological devtlopments. 
My knowledge of the human organism and of medi- 
cine has all been derived by clairvoyant powers, I 
have made one or two attempts to gain information 
from books, but have, on such trial, failed to receive 
satisfaction. Still I do not condemn books as a means 
of education, for I am well aware that there aro but 
very few who are like myself. 

In the foregoing pages I have hastily noted the ma- 
jor points in tny psychological life; of my personal 
career as a man, as a member of society, I have stn- 
diously avoided speaking, as I have considered that 
part unintereEting to the general reader. The ques- 
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tion most often asked is, how I 'became what I am, 
professionally? This query I have endeavored to 
illustrate. What ray individual trials and troubles 
have been no one can have any desire to know. 

But my task is not yet done, thoi-e is something 
yet remaining. I have told how I became a pliysi- 
oiaii, how I became a clairvoyant But the reason 
why I am. so remains to be told, as weU as the philos- 
ophy of these various mysterious psychological phases 
thfongh which I have passed. The query ariwes, what 
isspii-itualism? whatis magnetism? and what is clair- 
voyance? and what is necessary to development? 
For me to state that I am a clairvoyant does not illus- 
trate the pbcnomena, or that I am the medium of 
spirits does not prove spiritualism. My life proves 
there is a mystery some where, but "ioes not make 
that mystery plaiu. In view of this I have concluded 
to give a concise explanation of the mysleiies involved 
in my career. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



I, N ORDER to arrive at an intelligent understand- 
I' iiig of clairvoyancu, or even spirit manifestations, 
JP it becomes absolutely necessary tliat tlie princi- 
ples of mesmerism should be understood, for mesmer- 
ism is the foundation of every phase of psychological 
phenomena. In Chapter IV I have given an account 
of my fiist mesmeric experience, and I now propose 
to give a condensed explanation of the natural prin- 
ciples involved in the phenomena. 

Webster defines the term mesmerism "to be the art 
of communicating a B^ecies of sleep to thebody, while 
the mind remains active." The pertinent question which 
here naturally arises is "what species of sleep is it 
that is by the power of mesmerism communicated ? " 
I t«ke the ground that there is no difference between 
sleep induced by mesmerism and natural slumber, so 
far as principles are concerned. This ground, I 
shall, in this chapter, aim to illustrate by a com- 
parison of the two phenomena. In order to do 
this it becomes necessary for me to consider the pbi- 
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losophy of ordinary aleep ; and to do this I must take 
into consideration the nervoua organization of the hu- 
man body, and from thence deduce inferencea in re- 
gard to the elementary principles of ordinary slum- 
ber. The nervous system of the human organism is 
divided into two grand parts ; being the brain and 
spinal cord, and those combined are known as the 
cerebro-ap'mal centres. From this axis or centre, there 
are numerous nerves whicii run to all parts of the sys- 
tem, A portion of these nerves stare from the base 
of the brain and termiuate in the eye, the ear, the 
tongue, the lipa, etc. This set of nerves a]-e the first 
developed in the infantile organism. Another and 
larger portion of nerves spring from the spinal cord, 
and are distributed over tiie body and lower extremi- 
ties. By means of a portion of these nerves the brwn 
is susceptible of sensation or feeling, while the others 
produce motion. These two set of nerves are wide- 
ly disti-ibuted over the entire body, and as I have in- 
ferred, have distinct duties to perform. Those which 
epi-ing from the spinal cord have two roots, one uni- 
ting with the back ; tlie other with the front part of 
the cord. If we could cut the back root we would 
find that the part where the nerve terminates would 
loose the sense of feeling but retain the power of mo- 
tion. By cutting the front root, we would destroy 
the power of motion, while the sense of feeling would 
be retained ; and by severing both, we would find 
that the sense of feeling and power of motion would 
ba lost 
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These facts prove, first : nervous duality, and dis- 
tinction of nervous functions. Secondly : that it is 
only by means of the aensient portions of these 
nerves tliat the mind ean become cognizant of exter- 
nal objects; or in other words, ail recognized impres- 
sions and sensations must be borne by the nerves to 
the brain. These two sets of nerves operate compara- 
tively like the Telegraphic E'ire Alarms of some of 
our great Cities. The brain, being the intelligent 
center, may be compared to the central office, and the 
nerves of secsation which carry to the brain with 
ligh'.ning-like speefi intelligence of what ia going on 
out-side, are like the wii'es which run from the cen- 
tral office to the aeveral station boxes. The quick 
sensation of iiijiiry or danger to the body which ia 
borne along these nerves to the brain, is like send- 
ing to the centra! office frovn a station box the intelli- 
gence of fire in one of the districts. The rapid trans- 
mission of orders I'rom the mind to the muscle, is like 
flashing the alarm over (lie wires to all parts of the 
city. The sensorium of the brain is like the voltaic 
batt Ty at the central office; while the ideal powers 
of mind, may be compared to the operator. When 
no intelligence ia being received from the station 
boxes, or imported from the operator, the battery is 
in a state of complete inactivity ; and the same is trae 
in respect to the sensorium of the brain ; which may 
be conaiciered as always asleep— or in a state of inac- 
tivity — unless aroused by external causes ; or by inter- 
nal demands from the ideal 
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Eviiifintly sensation from the extei-nnl wovld can 
reauh tho IjViiin only by coming in contact wiih tlio 
outward terminus of the sentient nc.'rves ; while indi- 
vidual motives and power of muscular activity have 
their origin in tlie liigher faculties of the ra:nd. 
Which oft-tiniea by the power of memory, jtppoai's to 
prompt muscular motion in tlie same nmnner that the 
tire alarm telegraph operator is moved to action ; by 
his remembrance of what is necessary for him to do 
in the case of an alarm of fire. Taking tliis view of 
the subject, and admitting it to he a fact in principle, 
we readily see that the sensorium is the medium of 
two positive extremes ; and, that while the nerves of 
sense retain their normal powers, that the sensorium 
cannot resist impres^ional encroachment Hence, in 
order that the brain — ideal and sensorial — may be- 
come irrecoguizant of surroundings, it is plain that 
there must be a pervenion or suspension of nervous 
power to transmit sensation. In i^leep, we have a 
practical manifestation of this plieuomeua, viz.; sus- 
pension of nervous power to transmit sensation. 
Sleep, therefore, is doi-mancy of nervous sense,insiead 
of dormancy of the sensorium and ideal powers ; for 
both of these latter powers may be in a state of activ- 
ity, while a person is in a condition of profound sen- 
sient slumber — a fact illustrated by somnambulists and 
somniloqiiists. 

There is no gradation limits in the plionomena of 
ordinary sleep. When a ppr.son shunbevs ih^y are 
devoid of every faculty of sense, they can neither 



p^h, Google 



B. KBLIOGG. 



in 



liunr, see, smell, taste, or feel ; do not recognize pain, 
and have no knowledge of pei-sooal movements; in 
short, are dead to all extei'na! surroundings, and to 
everything but the ideal powers of their own mind ; 
and this result is simply because the nervous fluid ia 
in a state of lethargy, superinduced by one or the 
other of the following causes of sleep, namely : mus- 
cular or sensorial fatigue ; narcotic influence ; com- 
pression of brain ; or induction of electro-magnetism 
sufficient to cause sensuous inactivity: or more prop- 
erly, magnetic slumber, and this is what is termed 
mesmerUm. 

Sleep resulting from muscular and neiTous fatigue, 
is the ordinary phenomena of healthy slumber, and to 
an-ive at this condition is an every day experience. 
By exercise, the nervous system sufters such a change 
that it becomes reduced to a condition requiring inac- 
tivity, and recuperative rest; or in olher words, con- 
tinuous action, so exhausts the nervous system that it 
naturally bec- mes indisposed to nervous action. It 
is while in this condition that a sensation of sleepiness 
is felt. Stronger or more interesting external impres- 
sion, or stronger ideal, or intellectual tendencies are 
necessary to keep one awake after great nervous fa^ 
tigne than belbre. While in this condition, if one 
retires from a noise to a soft couch he has only to 
close his eyes, so as to obstrnct the power of vision, 
and discontinues to make demand upon the nerves 
of sense by bringing the higher faculties of the mind 
to a, Btatfi of. tranquility, to cause these netyes oi 
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senae to naturally rolapso into a completo state of in- 
activity. We may therefore ooiisidei- nervous exhaus- 
tion as tlio primary, predisposing cause of sleep ; and 
the avoiding of external impression as the more 
immediate cause ; and that ordinary slumber is simply 
inertia of sense. While a person is la a condition of 
ordinary or even maijiietic sluep, I do not believe that 
the conoient action of the nerves of sense or eenso- 
rittni of the brain are stopped by an aecumulation of 
blood within the brain ; for I can see no possible need 
of any such eupposition. But in a oase of sleep pro- 
duced by narcotios, there is some reason to suppose 
that the vessels of the brain become distended with 
blood, and thereby obstruct the aotioB of the concient 
nerves ; and this is the probable result in cases of 
compression, ■which sometimes results in morbid sleep. 
When there can be no consiont action of the brain 
aroused, there can be no nervous sensation excited ; 
for the CO existence of a concient action of the or- 
ganic and cerebral extremities of a nerve is as essen- 
tial to a sensation, as two tongi^ put together are to a 
pair of tongs. 

It is erroneous to suppose that the ideal powers of 
mind, (meaning by (his term the faculties of thought, 
memory, and the motive powers of action,) are nec- 
essai-ily reduced to a condition of slumber during 
nervous inactivity of sense or sleep. Dreams are the 
result of ideal wakefulness and activity : and the 
walking and talking phenomena characteristic of 
Bomuambulists and Bomuiioquiats prove, tl'at a person 
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iiiiiy be bereft of the powers of nervous sensation or 
feeling, and still retain intellectual or ideal wiikeful- 
nesa and aclive motive powers; thus proving that 
sleep is merely suspension of inductive oevvons sen- 
B;ition, or dormancy of that portion of organic nerves 
which are employed in conveying sense from extoinal 
objects to the sensorium of the brain. 

What the peculiar elementary proporlion of the 
nervous organization are, is an unsettled subject of in- 
vestigation. Sir Benjamin Brodie, snys : "that the 
nervous force is probably some modiScation of that 
force which produces the phenomena of electricity 
and magnetisnn." Tiie probable idea designed to be 
conveyed, is, that t'le nervous fluid or force, is both 
electrical and magnetic ; hence, positive and negative. 
We have seen that there are two sets of nerves pecu- 
liar to the human organism, and that one of these sets 
are absorbents or magnetic courses, leading from the 
external world to the brain. This set is defined as 
the nerves of sense ; and these ai-e evidently (owing 
to their absorbent powers) susceptible to magnetic 
induction to an extent sufficient to oanse inactivity, 
therefore may be considered as the negative power ; 
while the other set leading from the brain, directly 
and indirectly, by means of the spinal cord, and 
which we have seen — are the medial cause of motion, 
may be considered the positive individnai power. 
We may reasonably suppose that this latter set of 
nerves are cbiirged with an electrode force or agent 
generated in the brain and spinal cord by the metal 
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bearing fluid and electi-o generating powers of tlie 
blood, by a process comparatively like the action of 
the acid solutions on tlie metalic plates in tlie cells of 
an ordinary voltaic battery. This thwiy of eleL.trio 
generating power of the brain is pretty well substan- 
tiated by well known phy.sio logical facta. One-iifth 
of the blood in the human organism goes into the f^en- 
aorinm of tlie brain. Ilarnatin, one of t!]e con^titu- 
eota of the blood, contaiJia about eight per-ctnt of 
iron; while other portions contain, in smaller quuati- 
ties, oilier metals, ilence, taking into consideration 
the quantity of blood sent to the brain, in connection 
with tile fact that its metalic constituents are favora- 
ble to electric generation, it appears reasonable to in- 
fer that the cerebral battery (I use this term in de- 
fault of a more accurate one) is charged by the elec- 
tric chemical action of these metalic properties of the 
blood. If this theory of electric generation be true, 
the brain may be considered as an electric reservoir, 
from which originate the piimary powers of muscular 
action. From this it will be seen that the nerves of 
motion may act independent of (he nerves of sen.se. 
In fact, it is only by making this division of the ner- 
vous powers that we can explain the phi-nomena of 
sleep or stnpcfaction of the pov/ers of sense, in con- 
nection with ideal wakefulness and muscular motion 
displayed by somnambulists and somriloquists. No 
one will deny but what these two plienoinen:ts do co- 
exist. Drearai, are simply a plirase of somnambu- 
lism, ami there is hardly a pensoii but what is subji^ot 
to dreams. 
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There are many logical proofs of this theory of 
distinct nervous power; but I imagine that sufficient 
hus been offered to illustrate my position in regard to 
duality oP nervous powers and the phonomer.a of sleep. 

I hold that slee[>, both ordinary and raesmone, is 
simiily cessiition of the powers of sense, and that to 
arrive at either of these conditions it is notabsolut.'ly 
ueoesaaiy that the eleetric powers ■ f the brain should 
become dormant ; or, in other words, I contend that 
while It person is in a condition of absolute stupefac- 
tion of the organic nerves of sense, he may retain the 
ideal and motive piiwers of mind in a condition of ac- 
tivity. Hence the peculiar species of sleep communi- 
cated by the art of mesmerism ia the same as is mani- 
fested in ordinary sleep, namely : dormancy of the five 
organic faculties of sense. Let the reader bear in 
mind that I am hero eonsideriiig the art of mesmer- 
ism in its lowest degree, as a sleep producing and or- 
ganic conti-olling power, without any regard to its 
higher or psychological inflaence over the mental 
powers. I have said that ordinary sleep wsis the le- 
gitimate effect of nervous fatigue or esbausiion, and 
that slumber produced by narcotics or compression of 
the brain, is the result of forced stupefaction of the 
cerebral extremity ot the nerves of sense; and mes- 
meric slumber was eaused by an induction of an elec- 
tric current sufficient to overcome the positive force 
of the nerves of sensation. Each of these phases of 
sleep are subject to the same law, and all are in fact 
one in pi-inciple, being the result of a diatui'bance of 
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the natural eqDilibvium existing betwoen the two ex- 
tremities of the nerves of sense. 

To produce the magnetic coma, it is necessary the 
natural force of sense should be overcome by the in- 
troduction of a more positive magnetic power, or, in 
other words, a positive and negative power mu^t be 
brought in eoitjunction. Tliis positive power is that 
magnetic current whicli imperceptibly flows from one 
body to another, as a sensational medium. Ordinary 
sensation is a simple phase of magnetism; all objects 
which attract the mind are positive to the mind, to the 
full extent of the attraction ; and those which repel 
are to the same extent negative. This fact is demon- 
strated by oar sympathies and antipathies, our likes 
and disliices, our attractions and repulsions. Nervous 
sensation, being thus closely allied to vital magnetism, 
we find that, in order to induce magnetic sleep, there 
must be certain necessary qualifications. First, there 
'n list be an absolute negative and positive power; 
secondly, the equilibrium existing between the two 
exti-emities (cerebral and oi-gaiiic) of the neiwous or- 
ganism of the negative power or subject, must be 
disturbed by the j.ositive power, or operator. These 
principles are absolute, being, as they are, the funda- 
mental basis of the law of attraction and organic 
connection, or combined action of separate organism. 
When these absolute conditions exist, the phenomena 
of magnetic sleep may be iiroduced by adhering to 
simple rules of operation. The subject, who of course 
muali be the tiegative, has only to sit in an easy posi- 
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tion and concentrate his or her g^e 8tea<lily and cahn!y 
upon some convenient object, designated by the ope- 
rator. Tranquility of mind, calm coneentvatinn of 
gaze, and willingness to enter the magnetic sleyp, ia^ 
all that is required of the subject. 

While the subject is in this required con<iition, tbe 
operator — who mast be the positive power — mast re- 
gard liim or her visually and mentally wiih a Bxed, 
determined, and definite purpose, to overcome nervous 
activity. After doing this for about two rainutea, the 
operator should breathe gently on the face and head 
of the subject, and this should be continued until the 
subject manifests optical fatigue. Then let the opera- 
tor raise hia hands gently above the subject's head, 
and bring them down softly, brushing the sides of the 
head; place them upon the shoulders, and let them 
rest there for one mmute ; then continue the down- 
ward motion, with a gentle sweep, to the tips of tbe 
fingers ; raise them with a spiral movement, and re- 
turn them, with the palms outward, to the head as 
before. This manipulating process should be contin- 
ued for twenty or thirty minutes. Wliere tbe subject 
is extremely nervous or sensitive, it is necessary for 
the operator to take his position several feet from them. 
There is no necessity for muscular effort on the part of 
the magnetizer. His movements should not be rapid, 
but easy, graceful, and attractive. These simple pro- 
cesses are all that is necessaiy to produce the phe- 
nomena of mesmerism; providing, the before men- 
tioned absolute requirement exist, namely : positive 
and negative powers. 
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There are various other formulas besides this in 
vogue among magnetio operalors, but all additions are 
simply gotten np for myptiu efffct. 

Two questions natnrally arise : First, what are 
the sensations experieneed by tlse subject? and sec- 
ondly, what changes are there wrought in the organ- 
ism of the subjeot by this manipulatory process, pro- 
viding tliere should be a magnetic effi^ct? In Oliapter 
III, I have given a partial account of my own exp^ ri- 
ence and sensations while nnder magnetic inflaencs. 
The first sensation is generally experienced in the 
visual nerves of the eye. This sensation is very much 
like that experiem-ed by a person who has looked at 
the noondiiy sun until his eyesight has become dimmed 
or blurred ; next, if the eyes are closed, the lids of the 
eyes will assnme a feeling of extreme heaviness, which 
wil! increase in power until they utterly lose the sense 
of feeling, and if the operator continues hia manipula- 
tions according to the above formula, the anus and 
hands will be subject to an increasing volume of par- 
alyzing nnmbness and ccld, until sensation utterly 
fails. When the subject is in complete magnetic con- 
dition he is bereft of every faculty of sense. 

Many snppose that when a person is magnetized 
they experience a priekly sensation, peculiar to that 
felt in case of stagnation of the blood. This idea, I 
think, is entirely erroneous— at least ray own extensive 
experience proves it so to be. I never experienced 
any physical sensation different from the sensations of 
ordinary sleep. I make this assertion, well knowing 
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that many others have given contrai-y testimony — 
have (estifled that ihuy have experienced most horrid 
pliyBical sensations daring magnetic slurabpr— all of 
which I believe to be purely imaginary, or willful de- 
ception on their part. That the introduction of an 
electro-magnetic current produces contractitn of the 
muscles — which to the casual observer might appear 
to canse suffering to the subject — I readily admit; but 
that the stibjuct experiences any such Bonse of suffer- 
ing, I deny ; for contraction of the miii*cleH by mag- 
netio power cannot be produced until the nerves of 
sense are in a state of stupefaction. 

In considering the changes wrought in the organ- 
ism of a person under magnetio effect, it becomes 
necessary to tnquire into the properties and power of 
eleclro-magmtism. The extreme change, I have al- 
ready said, was stupefaction of sense; but how sense 
is stupefied, becomes the dominant query. 

It is universally admitted that all bodies, both ani- 
mate and inanimate, contain a subtle fluid called nat- 
ural electriciiy, which is composed of two contrai-y 
fluids, termed positive and negative electricity. That 
these fluids consist of an infinite number of small par- 
ticles, which possess attractive and repulsive powers, 
is also admitted. While bodies are at rest these fluids 
are counterbalanced, or in other words, then the at- 
tractive power of one of the flnids is conquered by 
the repulsive power of the other. Hence, to cause 
magnetism, there ninst be a decomposition of one of 
these electric powers. This decomposition is brought 
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abont by a disturbance in the equilibrium naturally 
existing between the positive and negative powers. 
The disturbance which takes place m the organism of 
the subject is caused by an induced current of active 
electricity, emanating from the operator, which has 
power to repel the sensational medium of the nerves, 
ti ora the extei nal to the internal surface, thereby mak- 
ing the opei ator and subject, so far as the positive and 
negative foiceb are concerned, as one body. Or, in 
other \v oi h, the magnetizer, who is the positive force, 
liy his ftupeuot ittue electric power forces a portion 
of thit piiULiple, which iu the norma! state of the 
subject foimed the medium of sensation, from the or- 
ganic tei minus of the nerve into the cerebro-spinal 
centres and the centres pertaining to the anterior por- 
tion of the brain ; and, in consequence of the depart- 
ure of the elements of sensation from the nervous 
channels of the body, the latter is reduced to a sense- 
less, death-like slumber. Hence, magnetic slumber la 
produced by electiically increasing the positive princi- 
ple of natural electdoity contained in a body to an 
extent sufficient to destroy the equilibrium existing 
between the attractive and repulsive powers. All 
positives control their negatives the moment equali- 
zation, or equilibrium is destroyed. 

To deny mesmerism, or deny that magnetic coma 
can be produced, is synonomons to a denial of animal 
electric power, aiid t]ie law of attraction and repulsion. 
Animal electric power is undeniable. The electric 
manifestations of the torpedo, or.electric ray, and gym- 
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notiis, or elfctric eel, fully pi-ovea that animal life is 
Eiilvjeet to eoiitiunoiis disturbance in the eijuilibriutii 
of t!ie molecnies, or electiio particles of tlie body ; and 
that every dieturbaiico is aeconipsiiied by ftliberatioa 
of active electricity; and thcphenomcua of receiving 
filiocks froFQ these animals proves that the aeaaoient 
nerves ai'e Uiitui-al absorbents of foreign electro cur- 
rents. There are many, who, while they admit self- 
evident auiinal electric power, utterly deny the phe- 
nomena of nniiiui,! magnetism; but upon what they 
base iheir admission of the one and denial of the other 
i^i incomprehensible, seeing that both phenomena are 
but different pliases of the same cause. Magnetismis 
dependent upon electiioity as a primary prinoiplo, or 
iirBt cause ; and electricity ifl dependent upon magnet- 
ismfor means of manifestation of power. The shocks 
of the gymuotuB in some instances cause nnmbiiess of 
of sense, in other instances it has been known to have 
no effect Flagg gives an account of a lady of hia 
acquaintance who could handle this ivih at will. This 
j>erson could not have been magnetized at all, and if 
nil wej-e like lii;r impervione to eleoti'icity, electric 
power must have remained a matter of speculation ; 
ibr we only know its powers by its effect. Electi-ioity 
produced by artificial menna will, when applied in a 
coiitinuoiia current, produce inactivity of sense upon 
a person who is in a proper magnetic condition, and 
this fact proves that ceruin conditions are necessary 
to electric manifestations, regardless of source or fun- 
damental power. Hence, when a subject is in a pro- 
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por coiulition lie mfLy be oontL'ollei^ by electric power 
emanating from a positive operator. 

To say that the human organism eannot emit a 
current of electricity, is simply absm^d ; for if they cj.u 
reoeive they can impart. We migbt as wdl contend 
that a cloud charged with electi'icily <Ioe3 not emit a 
boitot iightauig, as to say that man haj ao power 
to discharge a current of electrieity ; for if liiere is 
an electric onrrent in the human oi'ganiam there must 
Lo a eontirinous discharge, in exact proportion to ac- 
cunauiation, in order to keep up equilibrium. When 
this eqiiilibriiim. is destroyed, pavaijsis of the nervous 
centres mast noses sarily follow, and this paralysis is 
simply magnetic coma. Lightning produces paralysis 
by a powerful induction of eoueenlrated electricity. 
A ray of surdight direct upon the oye causes paralysis 
of the ncvvea of tiie eye, by oontinuons Induction of 
the same power. In either case the.result is the same, 
and is simply sensuous inactivity, or lethargy of the 
senscicnt nerves. 

There is a great amount of perrona! testiuiony 
substantiative of the phenomena of magnetism. Even 
in the days of iVIeamer, those who opposed it as aKoi- 
enee admitted its wonderful eif ects, as may be seen 
by a perusal of the re'iortmade by the medical faculty 
of Paris, in 1784. Notwithstanding tliia report was 
unl'avorable to the preteutions of Mesitier, it filled to 
uproot the outward manifestations of the phenomena. 
Hence, in !S26 another couiudssion was formod to fur- 
nish another report. These commissioners were oom- 
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pelled to lie more careful in their investigations, for 
the public— owing to their inorcnse in knowledge of 
the phenomena — .4tood ready to take the right of judg- 
ment into their own possession. These jurors ren- 
dered a more favorable verdict than did their prede- 
cessors. The following is an abstract of their con- 
olnsiona. After admitting "that sleep may be 
pi'odHcod under cii'cumstanoes in which the snigecta 
have not been able to perceive, and have been ignorant 
of the agency employed to occasion the slumber," they 
unqualifiedly assert that " the real efPjctw produced by 
magnetism are very varied. It agitates some, caima 
others; it usuitUy accelerates the respiration and oir- 
enhition; causes convulsive motions similar to electric 
shocka, a laeaitnde, and torpor more or leaa profonnd ; , 
somnolence, and in a limitednumberof cases what was 
by the operator denominated Monmambulistu," They 
admitted that often " remarkable changes" took place 
in the perceptions and faculties of certain individiiala 
in whom somnambulism was jn'oduced by magnetic 
passes. They considered it certain that the somnam- 
bulic state did exist, and were equally certain that it 
gave rise to the development of new faculties, which 
then, as now, was designated by the term, " Clairvoy- 
ance, intuition, and internal perception." 

These conclusions were published by a profession- 
ally prejudiced ooinroission ; yet apparent facts forced 
thtm to admit all the power that has ever been claim- 
ed for the phenomena of mesmerism, namely: human 
raagnetisro, somnambulism, and clairvoyance. Since 
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this ftmons rcpoi-1; wan pnblielied to tliu woflti, tliere 
liiiB btsDi) a'', contiuiiona accnmulaiioa of lestitnooy 
favorable lo the plienomena. There is liardly a person 
but what has "witnessed its manifestations, and thous- 
ands have personally e.^perieneed mesniei-ic influence. 
And yet, witli all the mass of evidence wliich is ex- 
tant—highly eonfirraatoiy of the principles of magnet- 
ism — there is a class of Bnperci lions pcflagogues, and 
disciples of electric stience, who attribute all the 
pha!*ea of magnetic phenoraeua to imposture or im- 
agiiintion. Tliis elass of pompous invertigatois must 
find a certain degree of gall in the admission of the 
profound tliinker, La Plaub, who says, in speaking of 
magnciism, lliat " We are so fa,r from i)eing acquaint- 
ed with all ihe agents of nature, that it would be quite 
miphilosophiual to deny ihe Gxistence of Uie phenom- 
ena, merely beeauae they are inexplicable in the present 
state of our knowledge." The celebrated Cuvier 
contradicts the idea that mesffierism is the result of 
imagination. He says : " The effect on persons ignor- 
ant ot the cause, and upmi persons whom the operation 
itself h^ deprived of consciousness, aad those effects 
■which animals present, do not permit us lo doubt that 
the ijroximity of two aiiinial bodies, in certain electri- 
cal conditions, combined with certain movements, 
hivve a real eifect, independent of all participations of 
fancy. 

Spiritualists hold that mesuieriKm is the medinm 
or vehicle of the very highest codes of morality and 
divine intelligence; and lor this reason, men of deri- 
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<ial preteiitioiia <Ieny tlie existence of rar.gnetic agency 
or electric iiitcircourf^e, betivceii mind and body. Tlieso 
men first oianior for iecognixitnco of their ideas of an- 
cient inspiration and modern nasistatico of the Bpu-it, 
and at ihe same time deny the only means by which 
the phenomena of inspiration could be accomplished. 
They admit the power, but deny the meana, and at 
l.lio same time clamor for the result. Their arguments 
iwo so inooiisistently absurd that it would be folly to 
notice them were it not for tlieir seeming popularity. 
No science has struggled through more opposition 
than has this one of magnetism. It has, In the Jiands 
of ari-ant charlatans, boon made the basis of mystio 
operations; has suffered gross abuse from impostors 
and superficial observers; has been condemned by 
men of learning, and extravagantly upheld by others 
of equal intelligence. Tet, in spite of all, it has ob- 
tained a modest position among the sciences, which 
day by day is increasing In brilliancy through the in- 
st mini en tali ty of apirit intercourse. For its moral 
utility, I have only to refer yon to the millions of our 
own countrymen who have been led from physical 
darkness into spiritual light by its developments, and 
lo the thousands who are daily teslifying to its physical 
utility, in ixll parts of tlie v/orld. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



HAVE PiiiA in the preceding lihaptor tli^it while 
a subject was uiiclor magnetic contj-ol, mucli of 
that principle which in the Doi'mai state forms the 
medium of sensation, goes into the oerehro-apinal cen- 
ters, nnd other centers which peitaiti to the anterior, 
or front part of the brain, producing tlie external 
phenomena of magnetto coma. But this does not 
comprehend the entire aesiilt ; for in proportion as the 
body is deadened the mind is enlivened, for the nat- 
ural elements of the mind are then all absorbed in the 
brain, except euonyh to maintain the moderate per- 
formance of the oiganic funotion-i. When the mind 
is enlivened through the means of sensient stupefac- 
tion, by magnetic induction, somnambulism is the re- 
sult. 

Somnambulism may be prodnced naturally, or it 
may be superinduced by manipulations; but in either 
case t!ie somu:imbulist must be devoid of the powers 
of sense. It matters not how this state is obtained, 
for the result — or manifestations—are invariably the 
same in character, but frequently diiferent in degi-ee. 
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Some persona while in tliis condifjon possess hut little 
more than oi'dinaiy jiercejition and power of accom- 
plishment, while otiiera manifest much more than their 
usual clearnese of intellect, and energy of musolea. 
Id nearly all cases, the same individual when awake, 
and when soianambulic, appears like two entirely dif- 
ferent characters. . How these entirely different 
conditions can be exhibited in one individual, becomes 
an interesting question. Eminent experimeDtal philo- 
sophers have elucidated, to a certain extent, the idea 
that the entire organism of S"ature ie pervaded with 
a spiiitual or vitalizing principle, which is diffused 
throughout all the wide realms of creation. This 
vitalizing principle ia like the mediuoi of sensation, 
which permeates the humari body, and ia tho means 
of commanication between all bodies in nature. It is 
the vehicle of tlionght, of sense, of sympathy — in 
short, it is the connecting link between mind and mat- 
ter, and between object and object. Itis tlie vitaliaing 
medinm that gives to the mind or spirit power to 
manifest intolilgenoe. It is the grand vehicle of uni- 
versal iufliieace; and is the great harmonizer of tho 
universe. For, in pervading and traversing bodies, it. 
modifies them and is equally modified by them in 
turn, and where it circulates from one body to another 
with tlieeauie force or power, these two bodies are 
maintained in harmonious relations, one towai'ds the 
other. It is through the iuslrnmeDtality of this fluid 
that our nerves receive sensations irom surrounding 
objects or bodies. Being the medium of sympathy, 
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it is t!ie underlying pvindple of social order, nnd the 
operative iiiea«s of intelligence. Tlie mind slopes our 
actions in accordance witli Uie idea conveyed by tliin 
all pervading fluid. 

Man is a two-fold beiog ; besides the external or- 
gans of sense — the nerves — he is endowed with cor- 
responding intenial orgaos of sensibility. The nerves 
are tlie magnetic plexii3 or wires, which coimect the 
interior being with the objeotive world ; they are a 
bridge upon which the esact image of external objects 
and influences travel into the sens or in m ; and by their 
means alone tire spirit holds converse with the outer 
world. It is the mind alone that sees, hears, feels, 
and reflects; all else, so f:ir as innate powers are con- 
cerned, is blind, (leaf, dead; for the body is but the 
vestment of the mind — tlic clothing of the spirit — 
with sense adapted to the present mode of existence. 
Henco, the vitalizing principle — the medium of sensa- 
tion— which permeates the nervous system, is but a 
protracted extension of mind. As the branches which 
diverge fi-om the bowl of the tree are a pai-t of the 
tree, so is the nervous system which springs from the 
brain a part of tiie br.oin. The vitalizing principle in 
the smallest twig is the sani0 in kind as that which 
■ permeates the boll; so the vitalizing principle of the 
nerves is synonomous to the same eleiiient in the seii- 
sorium. The frosts of winter send a large ]iortiou of 
the vitalizing principle contained in the twig back 
into the boll or roots, tlie reservoir from v/henee it 
sprang ; so the equilibrium -destroying powers of mag- 
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netism seud the vitalizing principle of tlic nervous 
system, whicli is the mediaoi of sensation, back into 
its foQntiiiii or reservoir, wliich ia the sensorium of the 
briiio. 

When this vital piinciplo which before pervaded 
the external organism is by magnetic power trans- 
ferred to the interior dcpai'tment of the brain, the 
mind, in some instanoes, appears to be impressed with 
delicate and sublime ideas ; and often an individual is 
made to appear, in deportment and exprssaion, as an- 
other parson. At times, individiiala of ordinary nat- 
ural abilitiua have been known to give expression to 
profound £ind reflned intelligence while io a condition 
of iiatm-al somnambulism. The reasoning powers of 
others appear to be intensiliod, and unusually vigorous 
and successful. Ambercrombie adduces a remarkahle 
example of intensified powers of reason, while in a 
somnambulic condition, in the case of a distinguished 
lawyer of the last century, which is as follows : " This 
eminent person had been nonsuited respecting a case 
of gi'eat importance and muob difficulty, and be had 
been studying it with intense anxiety and attention. 
After several days had been occupied in this manner, 
he was observed by Ms wife to rise from his bed in 
the nigbt, and go to a writing desk which stood in the 
bed-room. He then sat down and wrote a long paper, 
which he carefuDy put by in the desk and returned to 
bod. The foUowing morning he told his wife that he 
had had a most interesting dream; that be had 
dreumed of delivering a clear and luminous opinion 
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respecting a case wliich had exceediogly perplexed 
him, and lie wonld give anything to recover the train 
of thought which had passed before him. in liis aleap. 
Slie tlien directed him to the writing desk, where he 
found the opinion, clearly and Cully written out. It 
waa afterward found to be perfectly correct." 

In this iiietiince, the reasoning powers of the eleep- 
ei" were pei'oeptibly intensified ; and tliis phenomena 
was, in all probability, in consequence of inactivity of 
sense. Ksternal objects could not distract or pervert 
the mind, lienoe there was nothing to prohibit con- 
centration of thought. 

Man's visible physical organization, being, as it ia, 
the cradle of the spirit^ is pei-fectly adapted to the 
objects and convolving circumatanoes of the external 
world. The higher aspirations of the rapt soul or 
mind is often chained down by tbe sensuous uondi- 
tiona of life. But sometime!', when those sensuous 
conditions are laid aside in sleep, the unchained mind 
soars into brighter, purer, loftier spheres, and the or- 
dinary man appears to be gifted with new powers of 
thought. The poet who, with energies unfettered by 
sense, depicts the loveliness of onr spiritual nature, 
is like the somnambulist, whose impressions are often 
very distinct and delightful, because the attention 
and sensibilities of the mind are no longer pei-verted 
or distracted by the intrusion of impressions from tiie 
outer world, which is common in thy ordinary or 
working state. 

Somnambulism miiy be philoi-;opliniid)y coiisidcrud 
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as the incipient manifoBtations of taind, unaided by 
the orgauio oi'gans of sense; or, in other woi-da, it ia 
3Q independent demonatration of the soul, a manifest- 
ation of innate ideas, which are fmccnti'olled by 
counter -acting pci'ceptiou. Ideas have their origin 
ill the mind, while pei'ceptions are the offspring of 
Bcuse. Somnambulism is not clairvoyance. Olaii'voy- 
anoe means eleaa- viaioc. The olaii'voyaiit sees objects, 
and can analyze and dyscribe them ; but the Komnam- 
bulist sees nothing, nor dous he oomprehend aiiythiag 
outside of his own mind. Kvery idea to which they 
give utterance comes from their garnered store of 
knowledge, and though they may promulgate ideas 
more exalted than they are wont to when in an ordi- 
nary state, atill these ideas can Lave no other origin 
than in their individual luiud, unless there is magnetic 
connection between the somnambule and some foreign 
intelligence of sufficient power to cause the Hypno- 
tic phenomena, of which I shall speak hereafter. 

The state of sonmambnliam is a condition totally 
different trom that of ordinary life. The animal sen- 
sibilities undergo an essential change, and the oi-dinary 
acljvity of the corporeal faenliles are for a time sus- 
pended. JBnt the ideal mind — the immaterial princi- 
ple — the very soul itself— displays its unfettered en- 
ergies independent of the material organs. Thoughts 
which have been gai-nered into the mind by study, 
but which have been held there by the controlling 
powers of sense, find moans of utterance while the 
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The well- authentic atoil phenomena of magnetic 
somnatnbiilisin is, in this day of progressive science, 
a weapon of mighty power in the flold of human 
scepticism. As electi'ioity explains the thunder, as 
astronomy explains the appearance of comets and the 
canses of eclipses, so human magoetism explains the 
mystic phenomena formei'iy attilbuteil to magic and 
witchcraft, which in past days of ignorance was as- 
cribed to SHperuatui'al agencies. The fact that an 
emanation of vital magnetism from oac individual 
may act upon another — -jast as an emanation from the 
brain acts upon the fingers — effectually amiihilates the 
misevable superstition in regard to strange, siipemat- 
Tiral, and obimerioal potencies, by teaching na most 
impressively to see in ourselves tlie natural cause of 
many sti'ange and wierd-like effects. And while mag- 
netism prove this; somnambulism proves the quality 
of man, by bringing out in bold and undeniable re- 
lief the interior mind, independent of the organic 
functions of sense. 

It shonld be remembered that all somnambulists 
do not manifest any extraordinary exaltation of ideas; 
in fact, a large portion who are subject to this state 
naturally, simply display their ordinary powers of 
mind. This class generally re-inact their morerecent 
oceupattoue. I know an individual who was a natu- 
ral somnambule, who, on one occasion, while asleep 
took the straw from h's own bed and bound it into 
bundles. During the day he had been employed in 
binding oats, and on this occasion he dreamed he was 
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engaged in llie same employment. TMe indindual 
mind never soared beyond tlie limits of sensuous per- 
oeptions. His waking a,nd sleeping ideas invariably 
flowed ill the same channel ; for, according to his own 
aooouiit, his dreams wero always perfectly praoticai 
ideas, utterly devoid of fantastic imagery or fanciful 
flights. 

The sonifiambnlic manifestation 3 of Miss Susan 
Paokai'd, of Geneva, N. Y., funiiahos a striking con- 
trast to tlie above, and fully illustrates the opposite 
extreme. This lady was naturally shy and retiring in 
her manners, when in an ordinary state. All of her 
early life had been devoted to service as a "help " in 
the culinary department of a boarding-house. Her 
education was sujiposed to be rather below ordinary. 
In short, she was looked upon as being exti-emely 
commonplace, and no one ever thought of giving her 
credit, for more than a very common degree of intelli- 
gence. At the age of fifteen she was prostrated with 
a aevei'e illness, and it was during her recoveiy from 
this that her first somiiambidie manifestation occurred. 
One night the inmates of the house where she was 
stopping were aroused from their slumber by an un- 
nsual manifestation of chanting melody. At first the 
listeners supposed the beautiful music came from some 
wandering serenader ; but upon investigation it was 
found that the singing was executed in the room where 
Susm was sleeping, and at once they proposed to in- 
vestigate the phenomena. The noise made by the 
s in t!ieir endeavors to open the door, awolte 
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her; wUcruiipou she eaquired wbat was wanting. In 
answer to theif enquiry of who had boen singing in 
her room, Susan replied tiiat she had not heai-d any 
singing that nigbt ; and she was furlher positive tiiat 
there had been no musio in her room, for there wag no 
one there besides herself, and she had been sound 
asleep all Bight. At this tlie ai-oaaed inmates retired, 
supposing they had been deceived as to the locality 
from whence the melody had proceeded. But before 
morning they were again aroused by a repetition of 
the same melodious chanting; and again following 
the sound, they traced it to the room occupied by this 
lady. Some one advanced the idea, that Susan, who 
was the only inmate of the room, might possibly be 
singing in her sleep ; and in accordance with this hint, 
they proceeded to enter llie room, as still as possible. 
On entering, they found the idea fully corroborated, 
for there lay Susan apparency wrapped in profound 
and peaceful slumber, singing a beautiful chant, every 
word and intonation of which was rendered with the 
same artistic skill that was displayed by the leader of 
the village choir. 

For two years following this time this lady was 
almost nightly Bubject to Bomnambulic manifestations. 
At times she would sing, and at others she would en- 
gage in oratorical delivery; and on one occasion she 
was discovered reenacting a tragic scene she had a 
short time before witnessed at a theatrical perform- 
ance. 

There was something remarkable in these sleeping 
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p^jrfoniiances of Susan Packai-cl. Her ideas appeared 
to be elevatef! ; eLill she never undertook to do any- 
thing different from wbat she had Been others do. She 
sang the most difficult pieces performed by the village 
choir, but in no instance did she undertake common 
music ; also hor oratorical deliveries were always im- 
itations of the very finest addresses to which she had 
listened. Evidently she only gave expression to her 
own innate ideas; tor if such had not been the case, 
she would at times undoubtedly have perfonnedsome- 
ihing she had not before heard or witnessed. Still, 
she perfonned tilings of which she was absolutely in- 
capable when in her ordinary condition ; and this in- 
capacity was probably owing to the operations of her 
nervous organism. 

I iiave so far considered somnambuiism only aa a 
natural phenomena, merely to show how closely it is 
allied to the phenomena of hypnotism, or msignetic 
somnambnlism. I do not believe that a natural som- 
nambule ever expresses an idea foreign to his own 
mind; while at thtJ same time I am forced to admit 
that they often display most wonderful powers. But 
I believe that this nnusnal display of intelligeuce by 
Bomuambules is in consequence of mental emancipa- 
tion from organic thraldom, instead of any influx of 
foreign intelligence. 

Tliat somnambulisLQ caused by magnetic processes, 
diffi^'s from the natural phenomena sufficiently to cause 
mediums to he capable of receiving and imparling 
foreign intelligence, ii; fully proven by the hypnotic 
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phenomena, eo illiiBtrated by Mr. Broid ; who by ex- 
periment found that persons aiibject to raagnetio aom- 
nambulism were susceptible to an increase ot intellec- 
taal powers while in that condition. Mr. Eroid tried 
1)18 hypnotic expeiimenta on persons of different de- 
grees of intelligence, but invariably found that the 
normal capacity of a subject made no differeueo in the 
result. A glr! from one of the work-honses of Man- 
chester (£j]g!and), who was ignorant of tlie gvararaar 
of her own language when awake, was found when in 
a condition of inagnetic somnambulism to be capable 
of accompanying acy one in singing songs in any 
language, giving both rotes and words correctly. This 
wonderful feat she was altogether incompetent of per- 
forming in her natural or waking condition. 

On one occasion thia girl was tested by the Swed- 
ish Nightingale, Jenny Lind, who tried her somnam- 
bnlic powers to the utmost. Jenny sang a conliniial 
Ptrain of the most difBcnlt roulades and cadenzas, in- 
cluding some of her extraordinary sostewulo notes, 
with all their inflections, from pianissimo to forte- 
crescendo / but in alUheae fantastic ti-icks and displays 
of vocal genius she was so closely followed and accu- 
rately imitated by the somnambulist, that at times it 
was impossible to tell, merely by bearing, that there 
were two individuals singing. Mr. Broid'e hypnotized 
subjects would, when in proper magnetic condition, 
accurately repeat what another individual was reading 
in a separate room, word for word, and although they 
could not liear them, their pronuooiation would be 
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Bimultaneoua with the readier, and correspond with 
their inflections and variations of Bound. 

Hypnotic somnambulists are simply mediums oF 
foreign intelligence — a sort of spout through which 
flows ideas emanating from other minds than their 
owii. They have no recollection of what tbey do or 
say ; nor do their manifestations of intelligence in any 
way influence their waking thoughts. When under 
tlio inflfienee of certain persons they simply reiterate 
what they express; and during all these performances 
their nervous system is in a condition of complete 
dormancy, every sense is inactive, and though, they 
repeat only what is vocally expressed by those under 
whose coiitro! they may at tlie time be, they appear to 
make no use of the oi'gans of heaving, while at the 
same time they are nnable to give expression to un- 
uttered thoughts. Apparently the same power that 
causes vocal expression in the operator by magnetic 
power sets in motion the vocal organs of the som- 
uambnle. 

This hypnotic phenomena is in principle synon- 
ymous to the Bomnambulic manifestatioas of modern 
spiritual mediums. The medium, who, in a state of 
nnconeciousness, gives utterance to foreign intelli- 
gence, is simply a hypnotic somnambulist, and notliing 
more. Tbey give utterance to the expressed thoughts 
of an invisible, though actual intelligence, and like 
the hypnotic subject, they are simply machines, oper- 
ated by a foreign power. Magnetic somnambulisin 
and the phenomena of hypnotism may be consldei-ed 
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as the second degree of human magnetism, or higher 
phase of magnetic art. No paJ'ticular difi'erence in 
fundamental prineipleeia involved intiiese tried phases 
of mesmei'iera ; for somnambuliani is the natural re- 
sult of continued induction of a magnetic current. 
Bwt while the principles are the same, the eifeots are 
widely different. For in simple mesmerism the sab- 
jeot loses only the powers of sense ; biit in this second, 
or somnambulic degree, he loses not only these, but 
the conscious powers of mind. Any person who can 
be thrown into a somnambulic state by a living opera- 
tor, can become a trance speaker, or hypnotic operator 
and spiritual medium. 

I have said that somnambulism was not clairvoy- 
ance ; still the two phenomena are closely allied. The 
mind of the natural somnamhole at times, as we have 
Been, appears lo be exalted ; while in other instances, 
where the phenomena has been supei'induoed by mag- 
netic powei-, it is like the senses, deadened or reduced 
to an unconscious and inoperative condition ; from 
which state, if the magnetic current be continued 
properly, it will enter into the third magnetic degree, 
which is clairvoyance. 

Claii'voyance is a French terra, meaning "clear 
vision," and is by Webster defined as " the power of 
discerning objects not visible to the senses, by mag- 
netic influence," But while the term implies clear 
perception of things beyond the power of bodily vis- 
ion, it does not Imply an understanding of the things 
obseiTed. A passable good clairvoyant may he a 
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i'e;idy observer of things, and yet be incapable of ren- 
dering a definite description of wliat he aeea. I have 
known good clairvoyants, with vision perfectly clear, 
who could see diseases in the buman body ; who could 
discern distant objects ; and yet their understandings 
wei'e so undeveloped that they were incapable of de- 
nominating the disease, or discoveringproper remedies, 
or even describing the objects which they saw. This 
fact will not sm-prise us when we recollect that clair- 
voyance means simply cleai" vision, without reference 
whatever to the state of the understanding. Hence, 
the reason why some apparently good clairvoyants 
fail to impart a clear and accurate idea of what they 
distinctly see, is owing to the limitations of tbeir in- 
tellects and descriptive powers. Thus the errors 
which are often committed by clairvoyants is not 
owing to a design to deceive on their part, nor influx 
of deception from evil spirits — which some supersti- 
tious sectarians affirm to be the case — but la solely in 
consequence of a lack of comprehension on the part 
of tbe subject. Let the reader remember the indepen- 
dent clairvoyant receives no inflnx of intelligence 
irom foreign sources — that he relies upon his own nat- 
ural abilities of comprehension, and that he receives 
no exaltation of intellectual power, farther than an 
exaltation of the powers of perception. Keeping these 
facts in mind, we can easily comprehend the trnth, 
that the clairvoyant state is not one which puts the 
subject in possession of boundless wisdom, bat a con- 
dition, properly speaking, in which the mind has a 
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clear vision, independent of the external senses ; and 
that the inferences of the subject ia always in propor- 
tion to theii' inate imd ere Ian ding, or interior develop- 
ment of mind. 

The phenomena of clairvoyance can he elucidated 
or philosophically aeoounted for, by logical conclu- 
sions, deduced from the hypothesis of nei-vous quality 
alone. If man is not a two-fold being then the phe- 
nomeni of claii'voyince cinnot exist; for if the ex- 
ternal Cleans of sight lo the only means of vision, it 
would be simply imj o'sible for the mind to disoern 
objects when tlie oibs of sight were obstructed. But 
if there is a quality of vision an externa! and internal 
power of ictual peiception clairvoyance is, to say the 
least, possibk I timk theie is uo one ivho will doubt 
the idei of hi man qunhty for to deny it is synon- 
ymous to 1 demd of sjuit existence. If man is not 
a two-fold beiu^ the oigauic facaltaes are the ultra 
limit of existence , or, m other words, sense and mind 
are one and the same. But the fact that man has 
memoi-y and powrrs of reason, combined with the 
innate belief of a separate mental existence hereafter, 
when the external organs of sense shall have mould- 
ered baok to their elementary level, clearly demon- 
strates to every one whose mind is not hampered by 
the foolish theories of materialism, that man, here in 
his primary condition, is a dual being, endowed with 
spiritual and organic powers. Hence, if man is two- 
fold, it is but common sense to infer that the outer 
organs of vision, like all the other senses, are but the 

iiMP^h, Google 



oxtoriiiil forms of interior pi-iiiciplea ooits a ponding to 
tliom; and tiiat whilo the eye reflects objects, it is the 
mind alone that comprehends. 

The clairvoyant is bereft of the etteraal powers of 
vision — that is, the organic facnlry of sight has lost 
its positive and negative principle of cqnilibiinm by 
magnetic disturbance of the vitalic mpdium of seasa 
tioa in perverted. The mind now fidly 'piiituabzcd 
or disenthralled, retains all its noimalpoweis of ictive 
intcllcotuilitj The mind naturally visually discerns 
objects by m.ean9 of the organs of sight ; which organs 
aie exactly suited to the oonvolTing circumstances of 
oidinaiy hie Thoy are this material senses, and are 
peiiectly adapted to materisil life, but are inadequate 
to thi^ 8piiitii''l powers of the mind. No sensatioa of 
1 apintuai nitme can penetrnte the higher faculties of 
the mind thiough these material organs, no more than 
the air or any etherial element can make a visible im- 
pression upon the optic nerves. Clairvoyance sees 
things with the internal organs of sight as clearly as 
the mind discerns objects that are reflected upon the 
orgaDic eye ; and this phenomena is in consequence of 
direct magnetic connection between the object dis- 
cerned and the spiritual or inner man. The natural 
eye is but a medium of sight — a sort of material ma- 
chine or apparatus capable of reflection, or, to nee a 
common phrase, the eye is the " window of the aonl," 
Still, the power of vision does not consist alone in the 
power of the visual organs, for the eye may reflect 
without bearing any impression to the miiid. There 
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is, in fact, anotlici' power besides tlie rtiflectiye ca- 
pacity of the orbs of vision ; and that power is the 
all-pervading, vitalizing medium of sensation, inaff- 
netism. Therefore, magnetic connection is the funda- 
mental principle of mental discernment. When the 
inhei-ent organ of vision is elaifvoyant, it is, as I have 
aa n c n n o wi verob- 

h gn p e of the 

n„ 8 n y B hy v th the 
n b e N person 

1 ho 8 of s n e remain 
s being, ah bhtj aie, adapted 
!, hold the mind subject to ma- 
;heso organs are sealed 
by the indnction of a positive magiigtlo force, the 
mind becomes spiritualized. The soul is then the in- 
dividaal disenthralled power ; freed from the demands 
of sensuous life, it revels iu the freedom of magnetic 
connection, which is the basis or aiiderlying principle 
of "clear vision." The clairvoyant sees things as we 
will all see them when our sotils are by death freed 
from the controlling powers of material sense. 

No person can become a clairvoyant whose mind 
is actuated by mercenary designs, for this power is 
truly natural, and irrevocably opposed to everything 
that is low, selfish, or evil. Therefore, any peison 
who is susceptible to magnetic somnamlnliam miy 
become a clairvoyant, providing they seek the condi 
tion with a mind perfectly free from meiotn-iy mo 
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tivee. From persona! experience I know this to bo 
true ; for I never arrived at thia condition, tbis third 
Diagnelic degree, when any low, evil, or mercenary 
object was sought; though 1 have frequently en- 
deavored to do 80. 
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/Iji/EFORE elite ling into a coneiclsration of jiiati'!! 
'||l| Epii'itiial aiitiire and power, it is highly uocossaiy 
'y^ for LIS to fully comprehend hia duality of organ- 
isation. I have before sMd that man was a two-i'old 
being ; tliat beside his physical organization he was 
endowed with a spiritual or divine priociplo. This 
spiritual principle is the positive po\ver of llie liniuan 
organism ; hence, it ia the vitalizing and animnting 
force, as well as the atti-adhig power. In a word, 
the spirit — the soul — tho immortal part of man may 
be conaidored as the builder of the organic ati'noture. 
The entire jiiiysicai organif^ra is poi-fectly adapted to 
the conditions and inflnenoca of material life. It ia 
conetrncted with especial adaptations to therudimen- 
tal wants of the spirit. In short, the physical organ- 
ism is simply an eneasementof the interior or spiritual 
principle, and ia an organic means of spirit maiiiftist- 
ation. Every movement is a manifestation of spirit 
power and intelligence, as well aa interior life. The 
breath of life is not in the spirit or soul; for the soul 
is the germ of divinity. Nor is the physi?;a! organism 



p^h, Google 



an indepenclent living principle. God mitcle ftian of 
tlie clnst of the g.-ound, then breathed into iiis uoBti'iis 
tiie breath of life, alid mac became a living soul. Ac- 
cording to this account of Moses, in regard to the 
creation of man, we see that God did not create the 
life pi-inoiple out of the duaC of the ground. He only 
created the physical organism, and into this he 
breathed the breath of life, by wliich act "man be- 
cadiG a living sonl." Here the duality of mau is illus- 
ti'ated; for in Adam the physical man was combined 
witli a vitalizing priDciple of life, aiid this life princi- 
ple became a living soal or spirit. 

I cannot imagine how any man can suppose that 
the physical organism, and the life principlo are the 
same; and at the same time entertain a belief hi future 
existence ; for, if the physical man ia tJio basis of ani- 
mate existence, it certainly must he the supremo 
power of life ; and if it is the supreme power of nidi- 
mental life, it is subject to death, on the occasion of 
physical dissolution, for organic perfection is neoes- 
sary to organic life. IJo not m.iaconsti'Lie my meaning. 
There are many able investigators who believe that 
the phypical orgaoism is the ci'eative power, the posi- 
tive force, and that the mind or spirit is the offtspring 
of sense; hence, negative to the oi'ganie functions. 
Now, T hold, if this ia the ease, a physioal organiza- 
tion is iioccRsary to the ejiistence of a spirit; hence, 
at physical death the m.iiid or spirit must die. 

But this theory of organic superiority is not only 
absurd, but is unsupported. The phenomena of hn- 
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iriac psychology proves "beyond a doubt, that the mind, 
will, or sph-it, is the positive power in the human or- 
ganism. Every well informed individual ia familiar 
■with the inttaeiipo of the mind npoii the body in dis- 
ease. Whenever a fatal epidemic prevails in a com- 
munity it i» not an unooramon thing toaee impressible 
persons psychologized hyfear. I believe that I apeak 
the trntb, when 1 say that ouu-half of the victims of 
the Asiatic cholera, die solely in eonsequense of psy- 
chological influence. In these iastaucea fear disturbs 
the proper equilibrium of the mind. One faculty — 
that is the faculty of fear— absorbs ail tlie powers of 
tbe mind; every other faonlty is morbidly inactive. 
There is no power to combat the epidemic. The or- 
gan of combativeness is robbed of the vitalizing me- 
dium by the organ of fear ; and thus, an avenue is 
thrown wide open to the admission and possession of 
tlie enemy. The poet Wordsworth, in his poem of 
Goody Blake, and Harry Gill, gives a good illustra- 
tion of psychoiogioal action of mind upon ihe body. 
Poor Goody, the stern, hard-hearted, HaiTy Gill might 
never again be warm. This simple prayer had a pow- 
erful psychological effect upon Harry's poor supersu- 
tious mind. The next day, he complained ol being 
cold; and although he oovered himself with many 
blankets, still ho could not get warm ; ajid all tbia 
dreadful array of sufftringwas in eonsequeuce of one 
psychological impression. For fear of cold air, this 
man kept his bed for twenty yeai'S, and nt last died a 
victim to tills one inaanse idea. 
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Tlie wliolfi secret of this liorricl effect is revealed 
wiien we comprehend the psychological power of the 
hnindn mind. 

In psychology, every thing that (listurbe the equiii- 
trium of the mental forces is capable of destroying 
the unity of mental action; and when this unity ia 
destroyed some one faciilLy preponderates over all the 
othci-. Thus — when fear has gained a preponderance 
of power over the other faculties of tha mind, that 
faculty is, for the time being, the supreme motive 
power. Every physical manifestation reveals what 
powcj- of mind ia in tha ascendancy. If it is fear, or 
csintion, that preponderates, we behold a trembling, 
cringing, physical demonstration of fright. If the or- 
gan of combativenese holds the balance of power, we 
see a blustering demonstration of bravado. And so 
there ia a physical deTuonsti'ation for all the varying 
phases of tlie human mind. These external manifes- 
tations, ever varying, as they are, provo that there is 
an internal force, or internal power, which isindepend- 
ant of the organic function. This power we term 
spirit, and by this term we mean, the life principle, 
the immortal part, the reasoning, thinking, compre- 
hending, and animating portion of the human organ- 
ism. This principle is also the positive force and the 
oontroling agent. The physical organism is the slave 
of the mind, or spirit ; for every voluntary motion is 
the result of spirit power, Id is by the power of the 
spirit that we accomi>liHh muscular aelion. Hence, 
tlic spirit is the cansc, and the physical organism the 
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means of manifcslfiiaon, StiU tlie spirit miiy act 
witliOTit making any material or physicsil demoiiatva- 
tion. "We may thiuk without manifesting oiu' tiiongljLs, 
but we caimot make a vohiutaiy triiisciilai- inovomtint 
■without tlie aid of tlie will power. Tliua we conclude, 
that tlie dualty of man, couaist of man iiliyeioal, and 
man epiiitual, Tlie flist, is the miitcrial organism; 
the last, is the divine priuoiple. The pliyaio.i! man is 
of the earth, earthy, Tho spiritual man is the animat- 
iag, eoDli-oling, vitalizing, interior lite principk". 

If man is a two-fold being, endowed with a v-^'i 
tivQ, spiiit i)Orter, which oonti-oh tho Oiganiiin, or 
physical man, that syirit must bo !in idonliliid |>anri- 
ple, and if it it- an identitic'd piinciplc, Liipnblu "f m 
dependent action; and we may i-oasouably suppoau 
iti identiiied ur iadiridnal existence to be etouial. 
Farther, if it is the positive coutioling power of the 
material organism, that power is as much a power, in 
one sphere of csisteiice as in another. 

If those positions are correct, then the phenomena 
of modern spuit manifestations can be philosophically 
accounted for. But if the reverse conclusion is cor- 
rect, that is, if the physical organism is the cause of 
physical manifestation, or eonti-oling powei', then tlie 
whole phenomena is simply delusion ; for we all know 
that after death the body is an inactive mass of mate- 
rial, utterly devoid of inloHigeDCe. 

I bold that the former proposition is cori'cct ; and 
shall from that staitd-point, proceed to illuBtratc the 
phenomena of modern spiritualism, 
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Taking it for granted that my readers believe in 
the immortality of the spii-it, or ctijvnal identified ex- 
Istance of the life prinoipte, I will at once enter upon 
a consideration of spirit power. 

Eemembering the duality of natiii ; let «s investi- 
gate the means emjfiloyed by the spirit to produce the 
phenomena of TrniacnlRr action ; while, in rudimeata^ 
connection with the body; which is the first sphere of 
spirit existence. 

To move one's hand is a simple act ; but how the 
hand is moved by the will power of the spirit, is a 
qaesuon of great importance ; ibr it involves the 
whole phenomena of spirit's rudimental or primary 
powers, 

1 have, in one of the pveceeding chapters, stated 
that I believe the brain to be a reaoiwoir of electric 
forces, and that this electric force was generated by 
the chemical action of the blood. Evidently this gen- 
erated eleoti-icity is the agent of the mind, and instni- 
ment of spirit power; or rather, this electric fluid is 
the medium between the immortal and divine princi- 
ple and the material org^misra. When the mind wills 
the hand to move, the brain— which may be consid- 
ered as the body-sei-vant of the miad —throws its con- 
centrated, electric force into the musoies of the arm 
in a qnantity just sufficient to accomplish the move- 
ment commanded by the superior power. The fii'St 
cause of every voluntary muaculai- movement has its 
origin in the supreme or spirit power. The means to 
accomplish this muscular movement, has its origin in 
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the brain ; and the means or agent which I have said 
was generated by the brain from the electric proper- 
tics of the blood, is doubtless some modification of 
the well known elomem, electricity. 

Fmni the above it will be_ seen that the spirit in 
order to prodii(,'e the piieiiomena of muscular motion, 
maat necessary bring into reqiiisilion some material 
element. If the brain was robbed of its chemical 
powers, or denied ita cjiiota of blood ; or if the blood 
■was despoiled of its electric producing conatiuieiite, 
the divine principle or will wonld have no means of 
action. Still, this robbing it of material means of 
nianifeatiition would in no way destroy ita innate pow- 
ers of action, no more t'lau the severing of a tele- 
gi-aphic wire would destroy the inaate power of a vol- 
taic battery. The spirit is ai) independent priueiple, 
so far as existence is concerned; but is dependent 
upon material organism for tile means of manifefiting 
that existence. Without the spu-it, the physical or- 
ganism of maa is a mass of inert material. The 
physical organs have no force or spring of action 
within themselves, but derive alt their energies from 
some external force. No single organ, or function, is 
self acting. It must be set iu action by influences out- 
side of itself. Thus the lungs, perfect in their struc- 
ture, cannot act without the air. The delicately coa- 
Htructed ear, cannot perform its fimction without the 
necessary vibration of the atmosphere. Nor is the 
brain any more self-acting than !i,ny other organ; for 
like the others it requires an agent outside of itself j 
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and that agent is electdeity, or some modification of 
that element. The brain, like all other oi'gaiia of use, 
is bnt material snbstance, and la the operative means 
of spirit manifuatatioo. TJic brain is not the spirit, 
nor is it the dh'ect medinm between the finite and the 
infinite, the spiritual and physical; but is simply the 
power that colleots and arranges the material which 
is the Tehicle of thonght, sensatioQ, and intelligence, 
The particles of matter of which the brain is eom- 
posed may be weighed, teated, analyzed, tortnred in a 
thousand ways ; bat no obsei'vation fi-ora the outside 
will ever reveal the mystery of spirit power, or com- 
prehend the essence of mind. We may analyze the 
brain and determine its function ; but the infinite 
spirit, the great positive power of human existeuee is 
Blill beyond our comprehension. We can know the 
attributes of mind only by its outward or material 
manifestation. We have no means of ascertaining 
whether it be material or immaterial; to us the 
spirit must ever be considered a principle. 

But though we cannot analyze the spirit, or even 
determine its atruoture, we can comprehend its means 
of manifestation ; for these means are material in 
their iiatm-e, and are tberuforo capable of analytic 
comprelieusiou. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



J| HAVE in the preeeding- chapter, conaklevefl the 
M spirit as the positive, controlling power. It la 
J likewise the ovgariizinn; power and pcrmaneiil indi- 
vidual principle ol' etei'nal identified exieteoco. Or- 
ganized matter, cannot, from its nature, be preaiatent. 
But the power — which is tlie spirit — ^tbat organizes 
and re-organizoa the piiyeieal structure is abne per- 
raauent. 

In the hniuan structure the organizing life-force or 
spirit is co-equal to tiio death action, and by its power 
we preserve our bodily form and physical identity 
through along sei-iea of years. But this identity of 
matter, as a body, does not constitute identity of per- 
son ; for health ia coutinuoasly undergoing change. 
The material of oiir bodies, though ours to-day, may 
to-morrow, be in part the slave of another individual 
spirit or organic force. Hence, in speaking of Imman 
identity, I do not refer to the material organism, or 
physical form ; but to the orgaiiiaiug force that lies 
back of organization itself Ifc is this force which 
constitutes individual identity ; for it is the self of 
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exietence stud primary cause of material form. In 
short, &■! I have before said, the spirit is the real man ; 
the physical organism being only a material means of 
spii-it manifestation, adapted to material wants. 

The great Apostle aUiidea to this soientifio truth 
when teaching the sublime doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. In answer to tho momentous ques- 
tion, how are tlie dead raised ? and, with what body 
do they come? He taujht: that the identity of mat- 
ter did not coiiHtitnte the identity of man; but that 
there was bncl; of the material organism, f«i individ- 
ual, aelf-consuious, iiivisible life-force; which was a 
real, identified, etei'nally existing principle! 

We have seen that the spirit or organizing force 
is in material life, or primary existence, the positive 
cause of material action ; and that this power is innate 
force or nnderived capability. Yet, like the spirit or 
principle of power, is in the body; it cannot manifest 
existence only by bringing into requisition a material 
cilement as a medium or means of demonstration. 
That element, we lave considered as being some 
modification oF electricity. 

We rnay reasonably suppose that disembodied 
spirits retain all the power of spirits in the body; for 
if the}' are the positive or organizing and manifest- 
ing power in the body, they must be, when disem- 
bodied, or else in some way be dependent upon matter 
for power as well as means to act; and it we admit 
this, we deny the absolute identity of the spirit ; and 
in reality prove ourselves to be simply materialists, for 
G 
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liko them we admit the spirit to be nothing but a coii- 
csntratioii of refined material forces, whose veiy ex- 
istence depeiifle upon tlie esistettce of the p'lysical 
oi'giinism. 

Taking it for granted that my readers believe in 
tbe immortality of the spirit, and that the spirit or 
life principle is the positive cause of material mani- 
festation and real principal of esifiteuce,. 'while in the 
body; I will at once enter into a consideration of the 
phenomena of modern Spritualism. 

DieenibocUed spiiit manifestation fii-st attracted 
public attention at Hydesville, N. Y., in 1848; and 
there first demonstrations consisted of "raps," or 
rather electric sounds ; which were app;ircntly caused 
by some mystei'ious agency, through the mei.liumship 
of certain members of the Fox family. Siniie that 
date, the pbenomena known as the ''rap^," haa be- 
come a powerful meana of spirit communication, as 
well, as the basis of a warld revolutionizing philoso- 
phy. Still, to many individuals, these simple " raps " 
are but an astounding efi'ect of some hidden and mys- 
tenous onuses, beyond the comprehension of material 
senae or worldly reason. Many recognize them as the 
material manifestations of spiiit power; yet, are una- 
ble to determine in what manner they are produced. 
To these, the question often arises— "upon what prin- 
ciples or conditions are spiritual ccramnnications 
made?"— and how are these manifestations accom- 
pii?hed? To the iirst query, investigation enables me 
to reply, that a good moral or intellectual state is not 
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a prercqiiisitu condiuoii on the part of tfie iiictividiisi! 
or iudivjiliials who fouslitute the mediums, for elec- 
tiiual mti-rcourse with disembotlied splvits by means 
of tbe "caps" This, at the first glance, seems a 
strange inconsistency. ' Bat when we consider that 
the spirits who oommiiiiicate to the earth's inbabitauta 
in this electrbl manner, do not, as a general principle, 
allow thfir thonigiits to flow into ihu mind of the me- 
dium, and tbenco by pronunciation to the individual 
witli v/hoTTi they disoonrse; hut, on the conti'ary, tliat 
tiie spirits impart whiiE tbey desire to corainmiioate 
through ek'Ctrical vibrations alphabetic ally. I say, 
when wo consider all this, it ceases to be a mysterious 
inconsistency, that good moral and intellectual condi- 
tions are not required. If these spii'itnal oommuiii ca- 
tions were made through the minds of mediums, as 
through npivitnally illuminated seers, prophets, and 
clairvoyants, then constitutional harmony, combined 
with fine moral and intellectual tendencies, would be 
the indispensible conditions ; but as these manifesta- 
tions of material control are not conducted through 
the mediatorial agency of tbe mind, we must neces- 
sarily conclude, that as far as the medium (or person) 
i^ concerned, some physical condition id .^lone re- 
quired. This supposition is connect. 

We have seen — and I think no one will doubt the 
position — th.it the spirit, or mind, manifests power 
and intelligence while in the body, by means of an 
electric fluid ; ivhicb, as an element, is so refined and 
antenuatcd, that the most exquisitely constructed elec- 
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tro-meter is incapable of iJetecdng its preaenee. It is 
but common sense to infer, that if the spirit employs 
a material substance tie an agent- of material manifes- 
tation wliile in tlie body, that it would employ the 
same agunt to manifest power when i^iiembcdicd 
Henoe, in order for a person to become a spiiitual 
medium, it is necessary tbat there shou d be an tmi 
nation of vital electricity from their pbv-ioil oi^ati 
iam, in a quautity sufficient not only tt ptif im tbo 
function of their own mind ; but, at tl e Burnt Im p 
form a connection, electncal, between ti e i oi^ani'-m, 
and the. controHiaig disembodied spirit powei I have 
concluded, after much investigation, of the phenomena 
of spirit iiitereoarse, that the means of comiQunica- 
tion all emanate from the medium. That is, that the 
medium is the battery, that fmuishes the electric con- 
nection ; for, if such was not the ease, I can see no 
reason wliy disembodied spirits could not manifest 
intelligence, without a medium as well as with; nor 
why they cannot commanioate through 0J:e individual 
as welt as another. 

We now c^om; to a consideration of the second 
inquiry, which is, how do disembodied spirits commu- 
nicate with mnn in his piimaiy eoodition ? As I have 
only referred to one species of manifestations, namely 
— the phenomena of the " raps " — I will confine my- 
self to an elucidation of those mysterious manifesta- 
tions of spirit power. The principles involved in 
these demonstrations are simple, and i)hysical, philo- 
sophical, and rational; because they are no more 
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woni5erfnl or cormilitated than tlie priDciplos upon 
wbich the miignetio telegraph is daily operating alniig 
our great coioraercia! avenues. In fact, the piincipie 
iuvolved in both pheaomenas, are alike ; and tliere is 
eveii a similarity in the two elementary agents em- 
ployed. We all know that electdcity is the trans- 
mittiiig agent in all telegraph operations ; oi', in other 
■words, electricity is in the art of magnetic telegraph- 
ing employed as a vehicle of intelligence. No com- 
munication cao be ti-ansmittcd unlil there is an electric 
connection between the poiiitof recioving intelligence 
and the place from whence the intelligence emanates ; 
and this connection must conai-'^t of a continuous 
thread of electric fluid. The fact that there is a ma- 
terial connection between two points by means of a 
wire or cable, is no sign that there is a natui-al elec- 
tric connection of ]30wer sufficient to transmit intelli- 
gence, or even electric sound. This power, or ratlier 
this continuous tine of electric fluid, must be superin- 
duced by bringing into requisition the decomposing 
powers of a voltaic battery ; hence we conclude that 
the real vehicle of power in telegraphing is an electric 
current, foreign to that contained in the wh-e when in 
norma! condition. The wire is simply a means of 
support — a material pathway, along which this more 
reSned element is extended — capable of retaining the 
induced current in an unbroken chain from one ter- 
minus to the oiher, and this electric cm-rent is the real 
medium employed in magnetic telegraphing. 

In the phenomena of material manifestation by 
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spirits, the s;\raQ prinoiplea are involTe^. Apollos 
Mnnn, who was deep in the pliilosophy of spirit inter- 
course by electrical sounds, says : 

" In order to perceive the analogy between the 
ppiritHal and the natural ■worlds by electrical rappiogs, 
and the mode of communicating between distant 
places by magnetic telegraph, let it first lie understood 
that each created thing sustains certain eleotilcal re- 
lations to all other things; that all higher forms of 
development sustain positive relations to all lower 
forms— -as the vegetable to the mineral, the animal to 
the vegetable, and man to all the lower kin£<3oms in 
nature. Aseendiiig still further in the scale of pro- 
gression, the mie will hold good ; and hence it is evi- 
dent that the spii-it world sustains a positive electrical 
relation to the natural world, of wliich it is a higher 
form — a further and more perfect development. When 
spirits leave the body the transition causes themnoloss 
ofintelligence or power. Onlhocoutrary, as every step 
in their history while, in the body, is mai-kcd by that 
law of progression which developes knowledge and 
power in exact ratio with the refinement of the spii-it, 
it is reasonable to suppose that tlseir power over the 
refined elements in nature, and their knowledge of the 
laws that govern them, jWill be gi'eBtly increased by 
their immediate as-imila(ion. with the refinement and 
knowledge which pervade the second sphere of bnman 
esistence. They cannot, it is true, come in immediato 
contact with gross substances, but they can, and do, 
act upon them with powerful cfiect through the agency 
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of magnetism and ciectricity. Tlius, it cannot be 
dispute!^, adiriittitJgthat til!! spii'it progresses Jiereafcr, 
that the inhabitants of the spiiit-world have tlie power, 
-when natural conditions are complied with, to com- 
mntiioate electricity with tiieir friends in the body. 
When nature, by her constant movement toward the 
refinement of matter, developes mediums tbroQgh 
whom oommniiications pan be made, the spirits will 
be tbnnd ready to respond to our desires. These me- 
diums are sometimes furniished by, certain localities, 
usually designated as " haunted houses," where the 
eJeetiieity from certain causes has become so rare and 
refined that spirits can there iiianifeKt their power and 
presence in vai'ious ways. The young ladies of the 
Fox family, and hundieds of other individuals through 
whom spirits communicate, are mediums, because the 
electiical atmosphere which emanates from their sys- 
tems contains but little gross electricity. The spirits 
sustaining positive isolations to us are enabled throngb 
those mediums or conductors to attract and move ar- 
ticles of furniture, vibrate the wires of a musical in- 
strnment, and by disehaj-ging, by the power of their 
will, currents of msgnetism, they can, and do proclnce 
rappings, like ihe magnetic iclei^raph, corresponding 
to letters of the alphabet." 

Vital electricity is, without doubt, the prominent 
agent employed by spirits in producing the phenom- 
ena of electric sounds, and this agent, as I have said, 
emanates Irom the medinm. A spirit, though it does 
not possess any of the grossness of the earthly form, 
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is jet an organized power, with functions preuisely 
like those possessed by the spirit in the body ; iind 
when it desires to prodiite a inanifeetation it bi-iiiga 
its own magnetic and positive powers in electric con- 
nection with the vital electricity emanating from the 
medium. When the connection has been formed the 
spirit by its wiJl power causes electi'ieal concussions 
upon some material substance, through the interme- 
diate agencies of spirit magnetism and orgauio elsc- 
trieity. 

The modus operandi of those phenomena is in de- 
tail beyond present investigation; but that spirits do 
come in contact or rapport with organic and material 
substances through electrical agencies, is proven by 
every man's experience. Being the self of existence, 
it is the spirit alone that tliinks- feels, loves, and rea- 
sons; by its power railroads and steamboats are made 
and managed; it is by the power of the spirit through 
the medinmship of vital electricity that every kind of 
labor is peiformed. If you desire to lift a certain 
weight, it is the spirit or will power that sets in oper- 
ation the various organic agencies natural to the phy- 
sical organism. The first of the agents is vital 
electricity, the eeeond, spirit magnetism, the third, the 
jieivcus sti-iTctnre, the fourth, the physical muscles, 
and the fifth ia the hones, which by acting in concert 
with the other named agents, sueoeede in raising tJie 
weight. Each and ail of these agents are powerless 
to perform an act, unless managed, controlled and set 
in operation by the spirit or interior power. When 
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disembodied spirits find a person whose mind is suffi- 
ciently passive, and who is a coiiductof of vital eleo- 
ti'ioity — which is the primary agent — they can produce 
to a limited extent, results like those produced by the 
spirit while in the body. 

There are but few individuals in the United States 
at the present time that are not personally acquainted 
witii persons who are epii-it dectrio mediums, and 
through them they have witnessed some phase of elec- 
tric manifest^ition, such as tiie raps, table-tipping, or 
some other material demonstration; and these individ- 
uals know full well that tlie majority of these iuani- 
i'esta.tions are emanations from some poiver gifted 
with Intirlligenoe. But the question ailses,— what 
proof is there that these novel expressions of intelli- 
gence do not emanate from local agencies ? Now this 
is an esceodingly difficult query to answer satia- 
I'actoi'ily. Still, there is logical proof that these mim- 
ifestations ilo come from spirits, or some source other 
than immediate local agencies. All purported spirit 
oommunications are foiand, on enquiry, to be claimed 
by disemboJied spirits, who announoe themselves to 
be identified powers of intelligence. Now if these 
coinmitnications, which are invariably claimed as em- 
aaMtions of spirit knowledge, are in reality but ema- 
nations of intelligeneo, imperceptibly and unconscious- 
ly flowing from the lainds of individuals who may be- 
in magnetic relation with the medium through which 
tlie intelligence flows ; I say, if sueh is the case,. I can 
see no philosopbieal reason why the commuiii cation 
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should purport to coine from spirits, for it is reaaon- 
able to infer that tile same power that could imper- 
oeptibly and unconsciously impart aa intelligent idea 
by electric sonnda alphabetically would, with equal 
Bnooiisuiousneas of act, claim authorship. Beside 
this, there are other reasons for doubting tho idea that 
these manifestations of intelligence proceed from the 
human mind. Often oommuiiications ai-e received 
which are in direct opposition to all the preconceived 
ideas entertained by those who happen to be in mag- 
netic rapport with the medinra of iutelligenoe ; hence 
if these communioations come from the minds of those 
who are in magnetic connection with the medium, 
they must, of necessity, be imperceptible ideas. But 
here we find ourselves engaged in combat with an 
undeniable truth ; for it is utterly impossible for a man 
to be in possession of an idea or thoaglit, and at the 
same time, while in normal condition, be unconscious 
of anoh possession ; but even if we admit that he could 
uncouseiously possess a thought, still we are oo better 
Oil; for he certainly, could not give expression to a 
thought in language, without being conscious of the 
thought at the time of utterance, for we all know that 
it is impossible for an individual to express an idea, 
either vocally or otherwise, until after sach idea has 
been mentally arranged. Therefore, if these material 
manifestations of intelligence are not imperceptible 
ideas emanating from the human minci, they must be, 
either the ofispjing of spirit intelligence or precon- 
ceived idiias perceptibly emanating from some individ- 
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\in\ htiiaaii organism, or local fountiiin of iutelligeiice. 
If the latter suiDposition ia con-eet there could be no 
iiitelligeauo imparted by electrical sound that w;is not 
already a reoogniaed idea by at least one member of 
a magnetic circle. 

My own personal experience proves this supposi- 
tion to be an iibsardiLy. The reader will remember 
th;it I am daily influenced by an Indian Doctor, and 
that it is not an uncommon occurrence I'or him to ex- 
press his ideas in his native language through me as 
a medium. (This phenomena has been repeatedly 
tested by competent persons who understood the lan- 
guage spoken, hi^nce I confidently assert that I do, 
when in a condition of Bomnambulism, speak in the 
Indian dialect.) Not one of a thousand who hear me 
talking this language understands a single word of 
what I express ; nor can I when in a normal condition 
speak half a dozen words in the Indian tongue. Still 
there is hardly a day but what I talk more or leas in 
this dialect when under influence, and that too when 
there is no possibility of there being a magnetic oon- 
nection between myself as a medium, and any indi- 
vidual understanding the Indian language. In this 
case, local emanation of intelligence is literally im- 
possible ; hence it becomes necessary for us to look 
elsewhere for a cause of the efleet. 

These communications claim to emanate from the 
identified spirit of an Indian, and as they are decidedly 
Indian in their character, the claim is, to say the least, 
worthy of consideration. Besides, to what other 

iiMP^h, Google 



173 AUTOUIOGilArilT (iff 

power can we attt-U.ute them ? We caimot say tbat 
it is a concenti-ation of chaotic or disorganized intel- 
ligence, floating in tlie atnioaphere, because all intelli- 
gence is simply a manifestation of spirit power. Dis 
organized intelligence is an absurdity — a supposed 
sometfiLng that realiy does not esist^n fact, cannot 
exist independent of the spirit, no more than sunlight 
can exist independent of the sun. 

1. ihmk i,\ijvi, no o-ne w'no ■wi^\ impavi,iafly invesligato 
the phenomena of spirit communications will fail to 
recognize (hem as manifestations of spirit power ; for 
it is the only philosophical elucidation of the mystery 
that does not clash with logical reasonings. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



HOW SFiaiTS (iOIlMDKICATE, 

ilN PURSUING om- investigation of the subject 
'Ij of spirit comnmnication, we must remember tliat 
J all manifestations of spirit power and intelligence 
depends for means of aecomplisbment upon vital elec- 
tricity alone; and that this U an imperative means or 
auxilliary of spirit powei, wlietbbi embodierl oi dis 
embodied, to mauifeit identity 

"Wemay think, but wee innot make om thoughts 
known withont hnngnig mto terinisition this mateual 
agent. Disembodied spiuta may, throngh sympathy, 
manifest their intelligence to one anothei without 
bringing to their aid tins elenaent, but without it they 
can make no material lemonstration We in the 
body can think, but the moment we manittst our 
tboug!ita -whethei by speaking, by wiitmg, oi by 
pantonaimic action — we ^le toiced to bung into leqni 
sition this material element is a medium of pow ei 
Henoe, we conclude that all spnit mimfestation oi 
material demonstration of epiut intelligence, aie de 
pendent upon this same agent for means of accomphsh- 
ment. We have considered the raps to he simply 
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electric vibrations caused by the will power of dis- 
embodied spirits, operating apon a curi-yot of vital 
eleotricity emanating from the pliysical organism of 
the medium. But this simple phase of spirit demon- 
stration does not comprehend the extent of spirit 
modes of manifestation. Still every different phase 
is dependent upon this one element for means. All 
material sjiirit manifestations, sncli as the "raps," ta- 
ble-tipping, playing on musical instruments ; aa well 
as the mystic phenjmena displayed by spirits by 
means of metallic rings, or by tying and uotyitigdiffi- 
ou!t entanglements of strings, I'opee, etc., are, in fact, 
but different phases of the same power. In either 
manifestation the whole means employed is the natural 
product of the medium; the spii-its merely operate 
through the vita! electricity whieh natin-ally emanates 
from the physical organism of the medium alone — 
providing that the mediums during the manifesta- 
tions retain their normal poivers of mind. But when 
fee medium loses self-conscioasness and becomes som- 
nambulic he is simply a conductor of electricity ema- 
nating from surrounding bodies. 

We have seen in otir investigation of somnambu- 
lism that magnetic coma was the result of stupefaction 
of organic sense, superinduced by a continual induc- 
tion of vital electricity, and that when the physical 
organism was in this forced condition, the aubject's 
mind was incapable of action or organic demonstra- 
tion of power, and that the physical organism of a 
hypnotized subject was subject to the will power of a 
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separate or organically disconnected mind. The qnes- 
tion now ai'lses — How can a spirit or itiind manifest 
its power or its intelligence throngh a sepai'ate or or- 
ganically disconnected organii^m ? 

Before euteiing into a discussion of this phenom- 
ena, let me repeat a former assertion, which is that 
the maiiifestaiionH of hypnotized anbjeotB is in princi- 
ple synonymous to the soranambulie manifestations of 
modern i^piriLua- mediums. Mediums who, in a con- 
dition of magnetic uuc-.onsciousnees, give utterance to 
foi'eign intelligence, are simply hypnotic somnambu- 
lists, who are hypnotized, not by spirits, but by vol- 
untavy absorption uf vital electi'icity. I am aware 
that many suijpose that somnambulic spirit mediums 
(meaning by this term those mediums who, while they 
are instruments of spirit powei-, are magnetically ren- 
dered unconscious,) arc magnetized by spirits — that is, 
thai the element which causes magnetic coma ema- 
nates wholly from them. This idea I consider to be 
utterly incorrect, from the simple fact that it does not 
correspond to imperative rules of medial development. 
The advanced investigator of media! powers knows 
fuU well that development depends wholly upon ma- 
terial aiixilliiries. Hence the necessity of circles and 
other material appurtenances. These material sub- 
stances are iiievilable perquisitea to medial develop- 
ment, and without them a person cannot become an 
unconscious or hypnotized spirit medium, and tbe rea- 
son why they cannot is becimse the power to jjroduee 
magnetic sleep emanates alone from surrounding ma- 
terial organizations. 
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A pei'soii who designs to become !i somnambulic 
medintn of spirit intelligence, must, of an ua.'j'iX'ii&cft 
necessity, be naturally aeondiictoi-of vital electricity. 

Ail materifil organizations when in natural condi- 
tion emit a current of electric finiil ; but bodies wliicb 
are undergoing decomposition throw off by far greater 
quantities of vital electricity tban do bodies under- 
going the natural organic changes of life. Also, be- 
ings of iuteliigence can, by the will power of the 
spirit, increase the voluiiie of t'leotricity beyond its 
natara! or unforced emanation. All emanations of 
this vital fiiiid, when thrown from one body immedi- 
ately seek to canse or effect an equilibriam elsewhere ; 
and for this purpose certain properties, and oven per- 
sons, are used as conductors- Thos, an individual 
■who is a natural conduotor, or even absorbent, of elec- 
ti-io fluid, becomes a center or magnetic fooua apon 
which a!) immediate emanations or exhalations of vita! 
electricity concentrate. Now if the will power of such 
individaal is brought to a passive condition, so as not 
to exert a counteracting influence, this continued con- 
centration of electric fluid will naturally produce mag- 
netic slnmber ; for this power or element is, as I have 
repeatedly assorted, the direct agent of the mind, and 
is only exhausted through the activity of the mental 
powers. Hence, during the cessation of mental op- 
erations this element, which is positive to all other 
functions of the physical organism, hold the organic 
functions in subjection, But, you ask, how can the 
mind of a medium be rendered inoperative by tliis 
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agent of the mind ? I answer, by destroying the 
equilibrium naturally existing between the two. We 
ad know that the mind is naturally the positive power, 
and that it controls with perfeot ease every action of 
the niuaoular organism. We move the hand 'uy means 
of this vital electricity governed by the will power of 
the Kpirit. In this phenomena the spirit is the positive 
power, and the electric fluid, which is the means, is 
the negative; and between them there exists a per- 
fect equilibrium, or positive imd negative adaptation 
to material exigencies. Now were we to introduce a 
powerful increase of electricity by means of a chem- 
ical battery, the relative position of the two powers 
would be changed, the mind would be the negative, 
and the vital electi-icity the positive; and while the 
two powers were in this condition tlie mind could 
neither produce nor pi-ohibit niusculai- motion, and if 
there was any such demonstration it would be the 
direct result of some foreign power. 

One has only to take hold of the poles of any or- 
dinary electrical maohiLie when in operation, to fully 
comprehend this phenomena of reversion of powers, 
and those who may have experienced an ai'tificial in- 
duction of electricity know that the portion of physical 
organism artificially charged with I'oreign electricity, 
is, for the time being, or during such induction un- 
governable by the will power of their own mind. 

Artificial introduction of a powerful current of 
electricity causes involuntary contraction and expan- 
sion of cords and muscles in the same manner that the 
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minfl causes the same phenomena, through the agency 
of the vital electricity genorated by the brain. But 
while the means to produce the phenomena are ia 
both eases al ke, the mauifest appearances of the re- 
sult are ividely different. Motioa caused by tiie will 
power of the spirit is — except in casea of insanity — 
a controlled manifestation of intelligence but all other 
physical movements, caused by electric power, are 
simply manifestations of power, perfectly aimless and 
devoid of intelligent limitation or result; and their 
very aimlessness and fantastic appearances is proof of 
their positiveness to the will power of the spirit. 

Thus, iu consideration of these electric phenomena 
we may reasonably infer that the spirit, which is nat- 
urally the positive power, may, by the superior power 
existing in quantity over nature's limit, be forced into 
a negative position to vital electricity, which by this 
increase iu quantity, becomes the positire. 

Having comprehended the possibility of the will 
power becoming negative to its natural agent of man- 
ifestation — vital electricity, we are prepared to con- 
tinue our investigation of the phenomena of spiritual- 
ism, as displayed by somnambulic mediums. 

I have said that there is from all bodies a con- 
tinuous emanation of vital electricity, wbich, when 
thrown from one body, seeks to effect an equilibrium 
elsewhere, and that certain bodies and even persons 
were natural conduetoi-s of this fluid. 

We have no means of ascertaining the exact 
aiaoant of vital electricity that the human organism 
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is capable of absorbing. Still we aro positive that 
this element of power in the pliyhicil oigmization is 
subject to natural exhaustion, and if it is naturally 
liable to exhaustion or decrea'<e in quantity, we may 
reasonably infer that there is a nituial piocess of re- 
cnperation. In fact, we may leasouiblj issert that 
the human organis'n is subject to ever-vai-ying supplies 
of this elemenL We ali know that continued physical 
activity causes, not only muaonlar fatigne, butexhaus- 
tion of force to act. Now the force which is thus ex- 
hausted by long continued activity, is none other than 
the immediate agent of the will power, and the 
primaiy material cause of physical movement. Every 
movement of the hand, evety word vocally uttered — 
in short, every voluntary physical action causes a de- 
crease in the quantity of vital electricity generated by 
the brain, which is, as I have before stated, the nat- 
ural reservoir of this power. Hence, we conclude the 
will power or spirit, to be the first or priinary cause of 
electric exhaustion. We are positive that, during 
mental and physical quietude, this exhaustion of vital 
force ceases; and in view of the fact that the human 
organism recovers its exhausted force of powers by 
rest or inactivity, we logically infer that the physical 
organism undergoes a process of vitalic recuperation. 
Therefore, the human organism may be considered 
as being alternately attractive and repulsive to this 
vitalic element of power. When the mind ceases its 
manifestations by outward or physical action, the 
physieal organism becomes a magnet, which attracts 
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from other orgamsms tlieir ejeetions of vital elec- 
tricity. Thus we see why it is necessary for persons 
who desire magnetic influence to become not only 
mentally passive, but physically quiet. 

There are varions ways and means employed by 
mediums in prodticing the phenomena of magnetic 
somnambulism; biit there is no process by which it 
can be produced without the subject or medium com- 
ing in contact organically, with some electric pro- 
ducing organization. The idea that an individual can 
by his own will power, enter into a magnetic condition 
of unconsciousness, is perfectly erroneous. As well 
might we argue that one can, by a simple exertion of 
the will power, cause bis own physical death, or stop 
the circulation of blood in some one portion of hia 
physical organization. The will or spirit baa noother 
duty to perform in producing magnetic slumber than 
it has in producing ordinary sleep. In either case the 
mind has only to become passive and allow the physi- 
cal organism to become quiet. 

Some mediums require more electric power to pro- 
duce magnetic slumber than do others. I have known 
individuals who could not enter into this uuuonscions 
state without the assistance ofapowerfulmagnetizer; 
others of my acquaintance are obliged to always sit 
in circles of certain electric power, in order to receive 
influence; and there is still another class of mediums 
wbo have only to rest their hands npon some organic 
substance, in order to be bourne into this mystic 
slumber; 
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TheKe varisitioTie are in eoneequetice of a difference 
in the physical conditiona of the suhjects. A [lerson 
with a super-amount of animal life, combined with a 
restless spirit, must not expect to easily become a mag- 
netic Bomnambuiist, for Bueh an individual — thongh 
they may be a magnet to vital electricity — will resist 
the influence hy an almost unconscious operation of 
the mind. Restless minds are hard to subdue in any 
ease, but when they are continually manifesting their 
restlessness through the physical organisms, as in casea 
of nervous temperament, it is next to impossible for 
even the most iiowerM magnetizerto cause upon such 
organisms any magnetic e&ect. 

All persons, when somnambulists, are rendered un- 
conscious by an induction of vital electricity emanating 
from some contiguous material organization, or com- 
bination of organic bodies. The productive power in 
every instance is the same ; but at the same time there 
may be distinct emanations. Thus one individual 
who is easily influenced, may be magnetized bv simply 
resting their hands upon a common table, or any other 
organic body which is undergoing decomposition, or 
they may be placed in the same condition by an intel- 
ligent manipulating process, or by grasping a magnetic 
cord. In short, there are various ways to prodace this 
effect, but in eveiy instance of maguetie somnambu- 
lism, organic connection between the subject and the 
organic universe is an imperative necessity. I have 
found by experiment that wJien a somnambulic medi- 
um was completely insulated from organic connection 
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that it was impossible hv them to receive a magnetic 
iiiflueiico ; and it is in view of lliis fact that I conclude 
that the means of spinls' manifestation of intulUgonce 
are wholly the product of organic electricity, and that 
disembodied spirits are of themselves incapable of 
causing magnetic coma.. 

But you ask how— if spirits do not cause tlio mag- 
netic influence they can commnnieata through a hyp- 
notized or somnambulic medium? I have in another 
chapter of this work, ri-ferred to the phenomena of 
hypnotic somnambulism as demonstrated by Mr. Braid, 
and the reader will reuiember that one of his subjeots 
was, on one occasion, under the intelligent control of 
Jenny Lind. This subject, at this time was neither 
hyptonized by Jenny nor by Mr. Braid, but was (ac- 
cording to an article published at the time, in the 
Mancliester Courier,) rendered somnambulic in the 
same manner that thousands of spirit medium.s are at 
the present day, namely ; by resting her hands upon 
a center-table, and at the Same time concentrating her 
ga^e upon a piece of silver lying before her. In this 
case the magnetic jjowcr — which caused the subject 
to become unconscious — emanated from inanjmrtte 
material organisms ; while the niauifestatio;i of intel- 
ligence come from a distinctly different source. Now 
there is but one intelligent way to account for this 
phenomena in a reasonable mannei'. This subject was 
magnetized before the manifestation commenced, and 
even after the manifestation ceased she — the somnam- 
bulist — remained unconscioue, or under magnetic iii- 
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flueiice. No part of the element causing this sleep 
could be suppoi?ed t« emanate from Mies Liiid ; but 
tlie intelligence manifested undoubtedly did. The 
subjeot sang when she sang, aad as an accompanist, 
gave both notes aad words simultaneously with her. 
Evidently the will power of the Swedisli Nightingale 
caused the vocal organs of the subject to act in imltar 
tion of her own, through tlie means of vital electricity. 
The medium had been magnetized by a voluntary 
absoi'ption of vital electricity, emanating from con- 
tigaous organizations. Her mind had from voluntary 
passiveness, been reduced to a negative position by a 
continued induction of electric power, and had there- 
by lost its operative or organic controlling force, and 
this result was simply m consequence of the vital 
electricity of the brain being overpowered by an in- 
duction of the same element from other sources. 

But notwithstanding her own mind was rendered 
incapable. of causiiig bei- own organs to act; those 
oi'gans did act, and theu" actions wei'e manifestations 
of intelligence, and the intelligence which was mani- 
fested was the product of the intelligent mind of 
Jenny Lind, who was organically a separate and dia- 
tin(!tly identified being. 

ITow comes the question — how did the Swf'dish 
Nightingale manifest her intelligence through this 
Bepar<^te organism? I answer, by means of an electric 
connection between her mi'id or spirit, and the mag- 
netized physical oi-gaiis of the subject, in a manner 
corresponding to the process of mechanical electric 
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telegraphing. The connection was formed by tKo 
wi[l power of Jenny Lincl, Her sph'it was the rnsgnet. 
She earnestly desired to test the Bomnambulio powers 
of this medium, and that desire caused her mind to 
be positive to the entire eleetric power concentrated 
Hpoij the subject ; and, as all positive powei'a attract 
tboir negatives, her mind, being the positive, attracted 
the negative, or vital electricity, fi-oin the phyeical 
organization of the subject to her own organism. All 
the other mindf, or identified intelligences in that 
assembly, on that oeaasion, were in unison with hers, 
for they all desired to witness the manifestation. Had 
this harmony not existed, or, in other words, had there 
been a eonfliction of powers, or contrary desires of 
eqnal force exerted hy tlioso present, there would have 
been no manifestation through the medium, for there 
would have been two distinct electric couTiections, and 
two distinct operative powers, with only one set of 
organs to operate through. 

I speak of this to show the imperative tiweessity of 
complete harmony among individuals who may con- 
gregate for the purpose of testing this, or the phenom- 
ena of spirit communication. Where two, or more, 
electric connections loimed between a medium and 
designing to communicate by pronunciation, thi 
suit would be like what would follow in case of a con- 
centration of d stmct messages, of different natures 
upon one ttlpgnphic ipparatas at the same time. One 
message would be so intermingled with the other, that 
the whole would be rendered nnintelligiblo. 

iiMP^h, Google 



nil. I). H. KJ!L1.01JG. 13.5 

After a perfect electric connectioo^ias been formed 
between a mecTium and a spirit designing to communi- 
cate, the phenomena of the manifestation is no more 
complicated or wonderful, thsm t!ie phenomena of 
physical muni fe station of hiunan intelligence. While 
the spirit is connected with the body in the earth-life, 
it demonstrates thought by means of an electric con- 
nection, and it ie by the same means that disembodied 
spirits cause material demonstration of intelligence 
tin'ough the organs of hypnotic mediums. 

We, in the form, are beings of sympathy; but this 
sympathy is not tiie result of physical consanguinity, 
but of spirit afSiiity. We may he attracted by a phy- 
sical form, or at tea^t suppose that therein lies the 
means of awakening our symputby ; but were we to 
closely investigate the cause of ouv being thus attract- 
ed, we would Sod that the real power or fii'st cause of 
our sympathy emanated from the spirit enshrined in 
the body. Hence, sympiithy, being a concomitant of 
the spirit, we infer that it is aprinciple as eternal in ex- 
istence as is the spirit. Love, sociability, and kindly 
regard are the offspi-ing of spirit symiiathy, and the 
more intelligent and refined the spirit is, tbe more fer- 
vent are these adjuncts of the principle of mental sym- 
pathetic consanguinity. Sympathy ci'eates a desire 
for I'eciproeal exchange of sentiment, and thereby man 
becomes a soeialbeing. We iove, because in the object 
of our love, our spirit finds its aifiviity, find afiinities will 
inevitably soljIc to commingle with one another; hence, 
Ko long as sentiments are in aiHnity between mind and 
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mind, so long a desire for nympathetic intercourse will 
remain, and tliougli one mind may be iu ibe realms of 
B]iii-its, tile desire will still exist I am aware that- 
maiiy believe that tlie spirit when freed from the thral- 
dom of the physical form, loses its sympathy for ihii'lgs 
terrestrial; but if sushis the case, then the spirit at 
death loses its identity, oi' rather its indiv-idualitj'. We 
know the mau by hia outivavd form ; but we kuow the 
spiiit by its manifestations alone. We cannot see it, 
eveu with our mind's eye; hence, if its m an ifo stations 
are entirely changed iu the spirit woi-ld, its ideutity to 
us must be certainly lost. But if its manifestations 
are uiii;haiiged, its power to cause manifestations must 
remain, and not only its powers, butits desire, remains 
to denioustratG to its former frietids its unohaDged 
symprthy and affinity of tbonght and affection. Will 
the aifectioniite wile believe tiiat her dearly loved 
bosom companion wlio has gone before her to the fade- 
less " summer-knd," h^ ceased to appreciate the holy 
bond of spirit sympathy, that through life made them 
as one iii sentiment? Ho ! her whole nature revolts 
at the bare supposition of auch an unnatural result. 
What is life without spirit affinity ? Nothing but an 
empty, mearingless' farce. What use would there be 
for cultivating the holy aspirations of the soul, if those 
aspirationB are to be lost when wc pass beyond the 
oonfines of mortal lifo? I answer, none. If the spirit 
on the event of^physieal death, midei'goes such a 
change that it loses its aiEnityfor, and sympathy with 
the things appertaining to this life, then all the plans 
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of salvat'on are dflliisions, and all moral reqairements 
are fictitious absui-dities. In short, if tlie Bpii-it is 
roliLoil of all its eiirtlily oharacturistios, whm sepa- 
rated from the body by what we terni death, it is no 
longer the same apirit, but a now one no way like the 
old. But if it is the same spiiit in thti eelestial realms, 
thatonue animated a form of clay, that spirit must 
retain all its innate powers for mateiial nianifwstatioii 
that ciiiiracterized it while in ibe body ; hence, when 
it comes in contact with the means which nature has 
ailapted to its use, it can communicate its intelligence 
with the same ease it could wliile in the body. 

The spirit, while in the bo<ly,usnaUyeoinmuuic3tee 
its thoughts through the inslrumentality of the vocal 
organs. A portion of the powers necessary to vocal 
utterance are furnished by the involnntaiy forces of 
our n^itnre, and over these the spirit has no control. 
The aif inhaled and exhaled by the luDga is one means 
of vocal expression, a proper development of the or- 
gans of speech is another ; but, though there esistsi 
these perfect qualifications, the result or manifestation 
of iDtelligence depends wholly upon the power of the 
mind to produce regulated sound ; and the spirit 
cansea puch sound by means of vital electricity— in 
somi'thing the same manner that the magnetic tele- 
graph operator prodnees an intelligent sound upon a 
distant electrically connected aparatns of proper con- 
B traction. 

Disembodied spirits find in the magnetic somnam- 
Indist n peifect means of manifestation. If they &e- 
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sire to coinmanicate by pronanoiatiori, they find in ijlie 
somnambide all necessary qualifioations. The laiigs 
are performmg th«ii- tUnctions by oausing natural res- 
pii'ation of air, as well during magiietio slumber as 
while tbeeubjeot is in a normal condition. The organs 
of speeoh lose none of their iieceseai-y development 
during magnetic influence. 

The magnetic power of the spirit desiring to com- 
municate draws from the over-charged organism of the 
magnetized subject a cui-reut of vital eleoti-ieity, which 
when concentrated upon the organs of Kpeecb, causes 
them to ribrate in aceoi-dance with their {the spirits') 
intelligence and willpower. And in this manner, and 
through tbeec means, all the vai7iDg forms of spirit 
communications and manifestations are accomplished. 
The whole phenomena is in accordance with the great 
universallaw of demand aiid supply. There are many 
processes of ooinmanication, but in all the wide imi- 
verse tliere is but one means, and tliat means is what 
some term " the medium, of sensation," olhors, " vital 
eiiergy," " element of sympFithy" and vital eleotficity. 
I have made use of the latter term, heciiuse I believe 
it best comprehends the idea designed. 
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-|e will now proceed to oonsiiler how circles 
should be formed, bo as to develop mediams, 
and avoid misapprehension and discord. I have 
found that in order to obtain good and noble commu- 
nications, it is positively necessary that our tboughts 
and aspirations be also good and elevated. We must 
be child-like, simple-hearted, manly, open, and free- 
minded ; and these qualificiitiotie must be combined 
with an honest love for truth. Moreover, it is essen- 
tial that the ch'cles be always organized upon positive 
and negative piincipjes. Suppose twelve individuals 
design to form a circle : itis necessary that sis of these 
should be positive and the remaining six negative ; 
and the surest way to arrive at this positive and neg- 
ative equilibrium is for the twelve to consist of six 
males and six females. This distinction of male and 
female is not so essential to be observeJ, with regard 
to sex; but six of the number should possess the fem- 
inine temperament and attributes of oharacter— which 
are negative and affectionate— nnd the others should 
be decidedly masculine, having the positive aad inte!- 
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kctnal temperament pi^edomiiiaiH. Mafe and ffimale 
are positive and nogativo principles; but the teiins 
sliould not be applied and ooniiiied exclusively to 
mere organization, for some individuals who wear the 
physicalvestuieof the male, ave, ill their characi.ers 
and temperaments, female, and vice versa. 

It matters not how few nor how many are connect- 
ed with a circle, but whatever number there mny be, 
the piinciple of positive and negative attributes must 
be regarded in order to receive intelligent communica- 
tion. Circles formed upon this principle of equilibrium 
of power wUl generally result in material manifestn- 
tiona, such as the " raps," table-tipping, and moving 
of ponderable bodies, and every negative member is 
nnconsciouely a medium. 

In forming a circle for individual improvemejit, or 
development of some individua! as a somnambulic 
medium, it is necessary that certain rules be adhered 
to, First, the person designing to become a medium 
must be negative to all the other members of the cir- 
cle. (A negative temperament is generally .indicated 
by a warm, moist hand, while persons with habitually 
cold hands are positive.) The medium must be men- 
ially willing to enter the condition sought, in order to 
attract the niagnelic element flowing from the others. 
They should sit at the head of the table, with their 
hands resting npon it, the palms downward. The 
remainingmembersof the circle must occupy positions 
correspondiijg to iheir temperaments. Those whose 
positive conditions are indicated by cold hands, should 
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take theii- position on the right of tho mecliiim, anil 
the negative prinoiple.'i on the left. All these like the 
nioiiinin should rest their hands upon the table. Hav- 
ing abided by these rnles, it is necessary that those 
persons who do not desire to be influenced ahoidd en- 
ergetically will that some other individual shail become 
a medium; and as harmony is imperatively essential 
to tlie production of an effect, the bidividuaj who is 
expectO'l to become the medium must be desigaated, 
and snch designation must be recognized by every 
raenibev of the circle. 

After the medinm has been rendered somnambulic 
by the above means, it is necessaiy in order to receive 
communications from disembodied spirits, thatpeifect 
harmony should continue to prevail — not only among 
the members of the circle, bnt all the assembly as well. 
There must prevail a unanimity of parpose, in order 
to avoid a confliction of desires. (I have elsewhere 
illustrated the probable conseqneiice in svich a case.) 
After it is manifest that the spints have formed a oou- 
ntction -wilh the medium, the most positive of the 
cii'cle should make the Srst demand for communica- 
tion or manifestation, and this duty should involve 
upon him in order to avoid the danger of his exertiug 
a counter-inSuence. Persons who connect thems;elves 
with circles should be temperate in al! their habits ; 
and it is absolutely necessary that they shovild be free 
from all intoxicating or stimulating beverages, for a 
person who is under the influence of inebriating drinks 
is a powerful magnet and absorbent of vital magnet- 
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ism, and such an individual being present, in a circle 
mnsfc necessarily greatly retiird progress. In fact, T 
have known the presence of snoh persons to cause 
good mediums to be incapable of receiving influence 
during their atay, and this incapability was in oonse- 
quence of their absorption of the vital element neces- 
sary to cause the magnetic coma of the medium. 

The sessions of eii-clea should not be very frequent 
in occurrence, beeanse those things which become too 
ianihai aie theioliy deprived of their sanctity, and 
liance, also, of then power to benefit the assembled 
individuals The misses do not always associate re- 
spect with fimilituty For tliis reason it is good for 
most people th it " mgels' visits are few and far be- 
tween," becau ^e were they of frequent occurrence, 
and as common as sunlight, many minds, I regret to 
say, would not only fall into a state of ii!gratitude, 
but they wonid neglect to properly appreciate the per- 
petual blessings flowing therefrom. Therefore, it is 
necessary to avoid a too great intimacy. 

These sessions shonld be condacted with perfect 
dignity and harmony ; bat these conditions should not 
be allowed to prohibit a genial flow of a])propr!ate 
conversation, or cheerful, intelligent mirth. Harmo- 
nial musio is a great benefit to a circle, inasmuch as it 
banishes discord. These assemblages, to be success- 
ful, must be indeed, and in sentiment, harmonial cir- 
cles, entirely devoid of jarring discord. CaiTy not 
into them any unliiiid feelings, nor sensations of envy 
or jealousy. Let no feelings of un forgiven ess against 
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a fellow being mar Uio spotless b(;;iiily of your soul. 
But, above ail, remember tiiat llio iiiinci, Uie soul, the 
Spirit, has no particular Snndiiy Jiabiiimoiit— that you 
cannot adovii it witli a cleau, shiuing vesture as you 
may the body — but as you clothe it for every-day life, 
60 will Xt go adonied to the sanclunry of spirit inter- 
course. 

The rooms wiiere ilie circles meet Kboiihl, as inuoli 
as possible, be retired from all discordant noiBe and 
interruption ; and it is also a gi'eat benefit to have the 
rooms darkeiied, so that the persons present, nothav- 
ing their minds attracted and diverted by external 
things, may the more easily concentrate their thouglits 
npon the object for which they ha^e met together. 

The above is the usual mode of developing medi- 
ums; bat beside these means there are others which 
may be employed with good effect. For instance, a 
simple magnetic cord has been found to J)o a most 
powerful assistant to medial derelopinent. There are 
many kiuds of these in use, but the simplest, cheapest, 
and to my rnind the best, is made and used in the fol- 
lowing manner : Get a piece of half inch rope some 
five yards in length aud cover it with cotton velvet; 
take this rope thus prepaied, aiid wind around it, par- 
allel with each other, two wires, one of zinc or steel, 
aud the other of adver or copper ; these wires should 
be wound so as to be about a quarter of an inch apart. 
The circle should sit uniformly around the table, and 
let the magnetic cord lie on their laps, their hands 
npon or grasping it. The person who is the most pos- 
1 
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itive sliould grasp one end of thu cord firmly in hia 
left hand, and the one who is designed to become the 
medium should sit on his loft and next to him, witb 
the other end of tlie cord grasped in hh right hand- 
Another way is to only i-est one hand upon the uord,. 
while the other rests upon the table. If Uiefe rules 
are complied with, it will not be long before the per- 
son designed to be influenced — if he or she are con- 
stitutionally susceptible to magnetic inflax — will feel 
a throbbing in the hands, and ultimately, by repeated 
trials, they will in all probability be rendered som- 
nambalic, and if their oi'gaiiism is sufficiently refined, 
and their mental powers appropriately balanced, they 
may even become elairvoyaQls. 

Proper manipulations will greatly augment the 
mesmeric tendency of an impressible subject. In fact, 
I have known persons to be developed as spiritual 
mediums by tbese manipulating processes alone. 

The modiis operandi of developing mediums is so 
well known at the present time that it is hardly nec- 
essary to refer to the subject at all. The reason why 
mediums are not more readily developed is owing 
much to the erroneons idea that disembodied spirits 
have the power of producing magnetic influence. Let 
impressible individuals remember that the means of 
spirit communication all emanate from terrestrial 
sources — fi'om surrounding organisms, and let them 
act in accordance with these facts, and they wUi iind 
that the desired end will be more easily accomplished. 
Many suppose that all are capable of becoming medt- 
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uma, but I consider thiw supposition in part to be in- 
correct. I estimate that, by tlie employment of 
ordinary means, one in iifty can become meditims; 
and that one in live Iiundroil of these, who may be 
mediums, can, by persistent endeavors become som- 
nambuliets; and of these one in a thousand raay bo 
clairvoyants or seers. 

This estimate as regards soumambulic mediums', 
may be too low, or at least, may be so considered by 
the careless observe)'. There are many who claim to 
be Bomnambnlio mediums, who in reality are not. 
The communications received through suoli mediums 
(meaning those who really are not aoranambulists,) will 
invariably betray a local origin, and their expressions 
of intelligence generally correspond to their precon- 
ceived ideas. Such mediums need development, and 
the only way to develop them is to increase the mag- 
netic influence sufficiently to render thoni mentally 
nn conscious. 

It has not been my design to prove tljat spirits do 
communicate {for of the facta of such occurrences 
thousands are already convinced by unimpeachable 
evidence), but to furnish a pliilosophical explanation 
of the manner in which they do communicate. Hence 
I have sought no individual's testimonies, because the 
manifestations now before the world constitute one 
grand living demonstration that spirits do oomniuni- 
eate with mankind. 

There are two distinct kinds of communication 
received from spirits. First, such aa emanate from 
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spiiits wIio)'!SVC in tlm oircic rdfitivea, aoconling to 
the law of natural cousaiigQiiiity. Thei^e are gener- 
iiUy niL'RsagL'S of afiectionate remembrance a,iid I'egard, 
they are characteristically like the friendly intercourse 
between relatives i[i the body; hence, to the fortuitous 
and in appreciative observer they ofttimes appear child- 
like and insipid. But they are none the less genuine 
manifestations of spirit intelligence, for being displays 
of iiiteliectual medriocity. Spirits vary in knowledge 
as well aa men. If they are infinite then they are 
equal to God; but if they are not infinite, then they 
are subject to the law of gradation the Rame as man ; 
and if they are subject to the law of gi'adation, why 
should we wonder at theii- display of intellectnal friv- 
olty any more thau we do the intellectnal and moral 
frivolties of man. Perhaps yon may say that spirits 
have something better to employ themselves with — 
some occupation above these apparently vapid mani- 
festation:^. I do not doubt bat what they have. So 
has the man of extended knowledge a nobler field ot 
operation, yet we often find him engaged in an almost 
vapid display of intellectual frivolty. Dignityisnosign 
of intellectuality. The truly in telleotnal ofttimes betray 
the greatest simpiieity of manner. Spirits are beings 
of affection, who are subject to the law of sympathy 
the same as man in the body. Sympathy is the main 
spring of social inlerconrse, and without it, heaven 
would be a heil. 

The second class of' spirits who commimicate with 
mankind are those who design the aggrandizement of 
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the whole huraau family. Their miasions are to wagu 
war against the supei'Stitiona of igiiorancG, the fanati- 
cisms of orecd-bound mortals, and the bigotry of 
sanctimoiiioua, sclf-righteona subjects of eternal prog- 
ress. To come in oommnnicative rapport with these 
Bpirits of intelligence, the cifcles formed should preaa 
fonv'ard to the attainments of knowledge ; no fetters 
of creed and doctrine should stay their steps in pro- 
gression. Truth will lead them into the broad fields 
of infinitude — into the illimitable expanse of nature. 
If we would advance in knowledge we must not weaiy 
in our investigations, nor let the hot shots of bigotry 
and superstition arrest the minda lor searching alter 
God. We must not clasp close the clasps of our 
Bibles, and say thus far will I go, and no farther, in 
my search after truth. Nor must wo rest contented 
with mere words ; for they are but the drapery of 
truths, the shrouds which "darkeneth counsel." Words 
cannot set bocnde to thonght, nor can creeds satisfy 
the longings of a progressive mind. The undying 
Bonl shall be taught forever fiom the everlasting vol- 
umes of Nature, as one after another they nnfold to 
its growing capacity. Nature is the ever open pages 
of God's etei-nal word; it is a hook which is never 
closed, never "clasped with a clasp," and from this 
book spirits would teach us the ways of life, and the 
certainty of immortal existence. 

Many imagine that spiritualism is opposed to the 
true religion of Christ ; but such is not the case. It 
only opposes the bigotry of the Church, the fanaticisro 
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and illiborality of creeds. It eiideavoi-s to teai- away 
the mask of superstit'ioB, which for past ages has en- 
veloped like 11 shroud, the beauty and simpiicity of 
the Cbriatian religion. It wages war.against the blas- 
phemous and absurd doctiine of moral degradation. 
It teaches ua that man is by nature pure — by edncation 
vile. It teahcea ua to properly appreciate every en- 
dowment of our nature, both spiritual and physical. 
We are taught by spirits the reasonable doctrine of 
eternal progression ; and that a perfect physical or- 
ganization is necessary to spirit advancement here in 
rtidimental life, and that if we would grow in grace, 
vfe must obey all the laws of our being. In short, it 
teaches ns that this earth— this primai-y existence— is 
the spirit's fii'st sphere of action— the beginning of 
eternity, and if we are in hai-mony with the laws of 
our exisionce, it is the all-sufSoient though progressive 
heaven prepared by the Almighty Giver of good gifts 
alone. Spuits teach ua that physical death is the be- 
ginning of a pni-er spiritual life. 

These are a few of the great lessons the angels 
come to teach us. Let those who have hitherto look- 
ed upon death as a dark abyss — as the termination of 
personal ideutiUcation, come and behold the beautiful 
light that now illumines those once supposed impene- 
trable depths. Spirits by their teachings have literally 
robbed the grave of its gloom. So those who love 
life need grieve no more, when the years of life fly 
past them; let them no more he saddened when they 
are gone; lot them not cling to those years aa the 
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drowning mariner grasps at a board, becausB they are 
life to us, and that life is to bo cherisbed. To the 
Bpiritnalist, the darkaess of death is made iuminous; 
light, radiant light, to-day penetrates the unfathom- 
able darkness of religion and mythology ; the black 
pall of ignorance is being lifted from moi'tal vision — 
tbe bright sun of heaven drives away the thick mists 
of past ages, aad now tlie soul can look far, far into 
eteniity, aud behold that to the spirit tliere is no death. 
By the increasing light of spiritualism the human 
mind penetrates deeper, and deeper into the forever 
extending future — into the imiumerable abysses of the 
universe, and sees everywhere the glowing gems of 
truth; nor do the boundless riches which it contem- 
plates cause it to reject one, even the least, of those 
which it onoe gathered fi'om the years of past esperi- 
cnce. Nay, for tliey too were jewels, given by the 
hand of tho Almighty, and are therefore imperishable- 
Nothing of all God's treasury can be lost; hence we 
need not fear that a single truth will ever be cast 
away, or that aught that is in the future can be de- 
stroyed. Aye, tlie beantifid truths of spiritualism re- 
veal to us the glorious fact that from everlasting, to 
everlasting, we are the children of Gou, and ever ob- 
jects of Divine love. 

It is often remarked that this modern phenomena 
of spiritualism is only a novel phase of the art of mag- 
netism. This remai'k is UteraUy correct. Tho art of 
magnetism furnishes the means of spirit communica- 
tion ; for it is the main spring of spii'it manifestation. 
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Titevefore, to properly appreciate this truly natural 
phenomena, it is ueoessai-y for ue to make <leep re- 
search into tiie mysteries of nature's universal tnediuni 
of sensation awd agent of eympathetic connection — 
" magnetism." A perfect knowledge of the attributes 
of this element of vital power will furnish a magic 
key to unlock nature's store-house of mystery. The 
Ahnigbty manifests His will by mear.s of tbis agent, 
and we have seen that it was t/tis that gave the spirit 
of man control of physical nature; by this agent the 
spirit manifests its existence, both in the body and 
out. Thus we m^ke spiritualism a science. 
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